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Tuosday. Fetiruar^ 21. 1950 

tTHITBD STATES HOUSE OP REPRESBNTATIVBS, 

SUBCOJWITTEE OP THE 
COMMITTEE OH IW^AMSRICAN ACTIVITIES, 

Waslilngton, D. Co 



PUBLIC HEARING 
Moral ng Seaslog 

The subcomrnittee met, pursuant to call, at 10:50 acOio 
in room 226, Old House Office Building, Waahlngton, D. C, 
Bono John MoSwaenay prasidlnge 

committee members present: Representatives John McSvjeenoy, 
Morgan M, Moulder, Richard Mo Hixon (arriving as Indioated), 
Francis Case (arriving as indicated), ani Bernard Wo Kearney, 

Staff members present: Prank S, Tavenner, Jr,, oounselj 
Louis J. Ruaaell, senior investigator; Donald T» Appell, 
William A. Yftieoler, and Courtney Owens, investigators; John 
Wo Carrington. clerk; Benjamin Mandel, director of research; 
and Ao S, Poore, editor, 

Mr, McST:EENEY, The subcommittee is in session. I would 
like the record to show that Mr, Moulder, Mr. Kearney, and 
Mr* McSweeney are present. 

You may proceed, Mto Tavenner* 

Mr, TAVEHNER. Mr « Gvetio, will you be flworn, please. 
Mr. McSWEEKEYo You solemnly swear the testimony you 
give before the committee ^111 be the truth, the i^hole truths 



and nofchlvig but the truth, so hslp you Ood? 

Mto CVETIGo I doo 

TESTIMONY OF MATTHEW C VET 10 
Mto TAVENNSRc MTo Gvofclc, what is your full name, please? 
Mr. GVETIC9 Matthew GvatiCo 

Mr. TAVENK3R. I suggest, Mto Chairman, that we complete 
the photographine 7^^^^ ot the hearing so that we «ill not 
interrupt the witness 

Mto McS'A'EEI?EY. Gentlemen of the press, we want you to 
have every opportunity to take pictures, tout we doa*t want 
you to interfere with our progress here. 

Mro TAVENNER. One photographer has suggested he would 
like a photograph taken while the witness Is taltelng. 
BUr. McSWEENEYo Very wellt 

Mto TAVSNNERo SSto Cvetlc, when and where were you born? 
Mr. CVETIGo I was born in Pittsburgh, March 4, 1909o 
Mr. TAVENKER. How long have you lived In Pittsburgh? 
Wtd CVETIC, All my life. 

Mr. TAVENNSR. Mr, Cvetlc, will you please briefly outline 
to the committee your educational background? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yese I completed elementary school at 
St. Mary's parochial school on 57th Street In Pittsburghc 
I finished two years at St. Vincent's College Preparatory 
School at Latrobe, Pennsylvania, and graduated from Curry 
Business College in Pittsburghc 
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Mr. TAVENHER. Will you briefly outline to the committee 
your omploymant baokgroiind? 

Mr, OVETXC. In 1925 or 1926 T went to work for !• «o 
Scott Company in Pittsburgh. I worked there about three and 
a half years, and then went to work for the Etna Furniture 
Company. When I left there I worked for General Blotora about 
a yearg After that I operated a service station for my father 
and myself until about 1935* 

In 1935 I went to work for the Department of Justice on 
a crime survey; and in December 1937 I went to work for the 
United States Employment Service, as a placement interviewer, 
and worked there until December 1945o 

Mto TAVENNER* In what city did you work for the United 
States Employment Service? 

KTo CVETIC, In Pittsburgho 

Mto TAVENNER^ And you worked there how long? 

MTfi CVETIC, About eight years o 

In December 1945 I went to work for the American Committee 
for Yugoslav Relief as the executive secretary in Western 
Pennsylvania <> 

MTo TAVEIJNBR, How long did you work for them? 

Mr, CVETICa About two years ^ 

Kr« TAVENNER. And when did you cease working for them? 

Mr. CVETIG, In December 1947, when I was made executive 
secretary of the American Slav Congress in Western Pennsylvania^ 



4 
Then In Novomber 1948 I went to work as an Insurance salesman 
for Ef J^ il/aldrnan Insurance Anency In Pittsburgh, and at the 
present time I am still an insurance salesman for Eo Jo 
Waldman Insurance Agency In Pittsburgh* 

Bfrc TAVEUNERo What Is your nationality background? 

Bfr, CVETIGo Slovenian, born in Pittsburgho Bty mother 
and dad came from Slovenia ^ which is In Yugoslavia. 

VSto TAVENNER. Are you now or have you ever been a member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr, CVETIC* I have been a meniber of the Communist Party 
since February 1943* 

Mr^ TAVENNER ♦ Will you briefly outline to the committee 
how you became a member of the Communist Party? In this 
oonneotion, Mr. Cvetlc, the committee would appreciate that 
you, for consistency, refer to your Communist membership ea 
Communist Party membership^, We realize that the Communist Part^ 
changed its name to the Communist Political Association from 
May 1944 until its convention in July 1945, when it again 
became the Coamrunist Partyo 

Mr. OVETIG* yea<, I can do that* In April 1941, while 
I was employed at the United States Employment Service, I was 
approached by a Oovernment agency and asked to volunteer my 
services to do undercover work* I met with their agent two 
or three times, and as a result of these meetings I agreed to 
take steps which would put me in a position to Join the Oomraunl 
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Party for the purpose^ of furnishing the FBI trlth reports on 
Consnunist Party activities. That was in April of 1941o 

Hr, TAVENN2R. That la, Gonununlst Party activities ^Ithlu 
the Pittsburgh area. Western Pennsylvania? 

Mrt CVETIG. Hoj In the United States. 

Mr. TAVENNER. That means you expected to get what lnforma« 
tlon you couli from the country at large, and you ^ere not 
restricted merely to the Pittsburgh area? 
Mr. CVETIC* That la correct. 

Mr* TAVSNNER. After agreeing to engage In undercover 
work, what did you do? 

Mr. CYSTIC* Ky first atep, which was taken In accordance 
with Instructions, was to make friends ^Ith known or suepected 
Communists in the United States Employment Service t I becamo 
a Communist sympathizer o In other words, I parroted the 
Communist Party line, and whenever the Soviet Union was brought 
up I sided with the Soviet Union In arguments and debates ^ 
and, If I ^as Invited, I attended Communist Party meetings 
open to known aympathigers and friends u 

As a result of this, I became friends tvlth three or four 
Communist Party members In the United States Employment Service o 
If you wish me to, X will be glad to mention their names i> 

Mto TAVENNER. How did you know these persons wer.e, 
Comm:unl3t Party members? 

Jlr* CVETXC. I had no Immediate knowledge that they ^ere 
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Cotnmunist Party mamoera, but after Joining the Conununist Party 
I attended Dlsfcrict Gomtnlttea meetings, functionary meetings, 
and branch meetings with these people. 

Mr. TAVENKSR. Who were the people you associated yourself 
with m the United Stetes Emvloyment Service who you later 
learned were members of the Communist Party? 

jfr. CVSTIGo One of these was Sidney Horwltzi. 
Mr. KEARNEY. What' is that name? 
Mr, CVSTIGo Sidney Horwitz, H°o-r-w«-l-t«-s!. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Wio was Sidney Horwltz? 

Mr. CVETIG. At that time he wee a senior interviewer in, 
the united States Employment Service. Another person whom 
I later found to be a Communist Party member working in the 
United States Employment Service was Dorothy Sloan, She also 
used the name Slome, S-l-o«m=eo Another was Pauline Rotho 
She la now married. Her name Is Pauline Jaoobso 

Mr. TAVENNER. In 1941 you began asaoolatlng with these 
people who were the principal ones who drew .you into the 
Communist Party; is that correct? 

Br.CVETIC, Yes, As a result of my contacts with Sidney 
Horwlte, I met another Communist Party member by the name of 
Andy Novak, who was instrumental in getting me into the Party. 
Mr. TAVEMNER. Tall us in what way he was instrumental In 
getting you into the Communist Party? 

Mr. CVETIOo Andy Novak had difficulty getting work beoauao 
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ha was a known Communist at the time, aiKl he was sent to m© 
at the United States Employment bervlo© by Sidney Hortflts for 
the purpose of putting him to work, which I did, After that 
I became very friendly with Andy Novak, It seemed he was 
always losing his job, and I put him in four or five jobs in 

Pittsburgh. 

ttr^ TAVKNNER. Who actually recruited you In the Communist 

Party? 

Mr, CVETICq Elisabeth Gurley Plynn, who is now a meaber 
of the National Board of the Communist Party, and Andy Novak 
signed my application. 

Mr» TAVENiflilR* You say she is now a member of the Natlcnal 
Board of the Communist Party? 
|£r» CVETIC, She is, yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER* During what time in 1943 did you become a 
member? I believe you said In February? 

Mr, CVETIC* It was in February, either on Washington* s 
or Lincoln's birthday • It was on one of the holidays. 
Mr. TAVENNER. How did that occur? 

Mr» CVETIC* They had a meeting at the Fifth Avenue High 
School In Pittsburgh, and I was Invited by Sidney Horwlts and 
Andy Novak to attend this meetingo Elizabeth Gurley Plynn 
came down to speak, and as a result of listening to her at this 
meeting I becanie converted and joined the Communist Party o 

Mr, TAVENT4ER. What was the purpose of holding this meeting? 
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Mr. OVE?riC, The mala purpose of tHe meeting was to recruit 
Coaimunlst Party oieailjors, and I was one of the ti»o I remember 
belnB recruited by Elizabeth Gurlpy PXynn at this meeting. 

Mr. TAVENlffiR. You have described the method by which you 
got into the Communist Party. Did you then continue to work in 
an undercover capacity in the Party? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yea. Prom that time on I worked In an under- 
cover capacity, up until the present time. 

Mr. TAVENTffiR, To what group or cell were you aseigned 
when you first were taken into the Party? 

Mr. CVETIC. Because I worked in a professional occupation* 
I was assigned to the Professional Branch in Pittsburgh. 
Mr. TAVENtJER. IKho were other members of that cell? 
Mr. OVETIC. At the time I joined, Steve Dedijer and Dolly 
Gainor were two of the members. Later Lee Kogan became the 
Professional Branch organizer there. Another member was Jack 
Strobel, the organizer in Pittsburgh for the United Office and 
Professional ^Workers of America. 

M. Y. Steinberg, attorney, in Pittsburgh, was a member; 
Paul Morrison, chemist with the Hogan Chemical Corporation of 
Pittsburgh, was a member; Martin Krasich, an officer of the 
Croatian Fraternal Union, was a member; Jack Shore, a student 
at Carnegie Tech, was a member, as was his wife Barbara Shore; 
Abe Pranks and his wife Hancy Pranks were members; and Ann 
Lipkind was a member. 



Mr* TAVEHHER. Vmo Is Steve Dedijer? 

Hr. CVETIC* At that tiae lie was working for Slobodna Rec, 
which is the Serbian ConHBunist noviBpaper in Pittsbtirgh. Ho 
was replaced by Hirko Markovich^ Dedijer is now with th© Yugo- 
Slav staff of United Nations. 

Mr. TAVEHNER. Bid you know Mirko Harkovich as a taeiaber of 

the Gom.iiunl.st Party? 

Mr. OVETIC. Yea. I met with Mirko Markovioh niany times 
as a member of the Nationality Coraralasion of the C,onBmmlat Party 
of Western Pennsylvania. 

Mr. TAVE NITER. Who was Lee Rogan? 

Mr. CVETIC. He was the Professional Branch organizer in 
PittahiJO'gh and also an organizer for the United Electrical Workers 
in Pittsburgh. He has since left Pittsburgh. 

Mr. TAVENllER. You state he wa.a an organiser for the TJE? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yea, 

Mr, TAVKNl^R. Who was Dolly Oainor, referred to by you 
as one of the members of the Professional Branch? 

Mr. CVETIC. Dolly Gai-nor at that time was a member of the 
City Committee of the Communist Party In Pittsburgh. She Is 
now living in Washin^vton County, Pennsylvania, and Is married 
to Pete Karpae Pete Karpa was secretary of the City Committee 

when I joined the Party. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did this Professional Branch go by a parti- 
cular designation or name? 
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Mr. CVETIG, Yes. ' It vras known as the Tom Paine Pro- 
fessional Branch. 

Mr, TaVEHF<ER» When did you first aosume a position in 

that branch or in that cell? 

Mr, CVETIG, The first position I assumed was aa a member 
of the Executive Co^mttltteo of the Tom Paine Branch sometime In 

the fall of 1943« 

Mr, TAVEHNEK, Will you briefly outline to the conaaittee the 
offices that you have held in that branch and other branohes of 
the Comiunist Party up to the present time? 

Mr. CVETIG. Yea, I will, First, as 1' mentioned, I was 
assigned to the Tom Paine Professional Branch and was a member 
of the Executive Committee there. Later I was transferred to 
the Horth Side Club and was a member of the Executive Committee 

in this club. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Was the North Side Club another cell of the 

Communist Party? 

Mr. CVETIG. Yes, it was another cell of the Communist 
Party, Then I was transferred from the North Side Club to the 
East End Club of the Communist Party, and I was a member of the 
Executive Committee there. 

Prom the East End Club I was transferred to the Lawrenceville 
Club, and there I was the branch organizer. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What was the purpose of transferring you from 

one cell to another? 
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Mr, CVETIC* Tliese transfers usually oarne as a result of 
Communist Party organizational ohanges Tfhich were ordered by th© 
Dlstriot Board of the Confnunist Party of Western Pennsylvania o 
In other words, you could not change yourself. There t^ere 
organizational changes, ragroupincs, and so on* 

HTr TAVKIT^ffiR, ¥/ho authorised the changes? 

Kr, CVETIC* The pistrict Board of the Comnruulst Party of 
Western Pennsylvania© 

My next position after that came in 1944 when I taet with 
Pete Karpa, Dolly Gainor and Max Weias, who was then the district 
organizer for the Comniuniat Party* They told m© because of my 
nationality background^ I was to be assigned to beoooie active 
in language work* My first asslgntaent was in the American Slav 
Congress » 

Mr. TAVENHER. V/hat languages do you speak? 

Mr-o CVETIG* Slovene, Serbian and Croetion I speak most 
fluently , 

Mr, TAVKNHER, V/hen they started to assign you to organi- 
zational work, describe in detail what type of work they assigned 
you to» 

Mrc CVETIC* At the time they assigned me to this work I 
was still a member of the Professional Branch and still had 
to attend branch meetings, as a Communist must, regardless of 
how long he is in the Party, These assignments were given to 
flie for the purpose of carrying th© Party line from the branch 
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Into tJtie American Slav Congress* 

MPc TAVENiJERo Did you, as a resiilt of that aasignmenti, gain 
an official position in the Anierican Slav Corxgi^ess in Pittsburgh? 

BlTo GVETIC, Yes, I became a membor of the Executive Board 
of the American Slav Coni^ress in Pittsburgh^ 

Mr. TAVENHER. Vahen did you get your first office la the 
American Slav Confcp:*os8? 

MTo CVETICg After the 1944 convention of the American Slav 
Congress I was officially elected at this 1944 convention in 
Pittsburgh as a member of the National Committee of the American 
Slav Congress « Later on I will report at length on how we 
engineered the conventions. 

To complete nfiy Communist Party connections, I was a member 
of the District Comraittoe of the Communist Party of Western 
Pennsylvania* 

I was a member of the Nationality Commission of the 
Communist Party^, USA, which body f\inotions on the national levels 

Then there is also a Nationality Commission that fxmctlons 
on a local level, and I was a member of that GomulSBlon in 
Western Pennsylvania. 

Mr. TAVENNER* So you were a member of both the national 
and local Nationality Commission of the Communist Party? 

Mr. GVETIC* That is right ♦ This is a group of Communist 
Party members who plan and carry out Communist Party strategy 
and line into the nationality organizations in their community. 
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• These CoamlaaionB are also broken down into various language 
groupe. For example, there is a Croatian Gommlasion; thei»e is 
a Slovene CoamlsBion; Slovak Coomission; Polish Comrnisaionj 
Ruaaian Coai-Tilaaion; Ukranian Coni:nis8lon; Italian Cofflmiaaion; 
Greek Cotmaisalon; Jewish Cormaisston; and Servian Coomiaaion. 
These are Coztaunist Party CoaimiBaiona, all of theaa. 

Mr. TAVEHUERo These are Comoiaslona within the Nationality 
Commission of the Coa-minist Party? 
lir, CVETIC. Tnat is correct, 

jlr. TAVEKlfCK, Which function on a national level? 
lir,<GVLTIG. National level and local, 
lir. MOULDER. Did they have a Negro Conmlasion? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yes, 
Mr. MOULDER. Did you name it? 

Mr. CVETIC. I didn't name it in this group* but there ia 
a Negro- Cota-nission. They have a Political Goimnisoion, Negro 
Commlsalon. Steel Commisaion, and so on. I will go into those 

later. 

Ur, TAVKNNER. That la a slightly diffeMnt thing from the 

type of Com-Tilssion you are speaking of at this point? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 
Mr, TAVENNER. Y/ill you continue with your chronology, 

pleaae. 

Mr. CVETIC. 1 v;aa also secretary of the Slovene Commission 

of the Commuaiat Party, USA. Originally when I got into the 
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Slovene Comnlssion I ?ms elected ciiairmanQ 

Mr. TAVENRSRp Ai»d you spoakiag there of the area of 
Pittahvirgh? 

Mr. CVETIC, I am speaking on the national levelo 

Mr. TAVENMEl^^. The Comaisolon on the national level? 

Mr. GVETIC. Yes. I was first the chaiman ou the national 
level and later was made 3ecretai*y on the national level of 
this Commlsaloa* 

Mr, TAVENIffiR. The Slovene group, then, was one of the 
numerous groups which you nsjued which was represented on the 
Nationality Commisaion? 

Mr. CVETIC. That Is right,, 

Mr. TAVENiffiR. Did you have contacts, as Slovene secretary i^ 
with the work that was proceeding in comimnitias other than 
Pittsbiirgh? 

Mr» CVETIG . Yes. As ohairfuan or secretary of the Slovene 
GomniisBion I had Goannunist Party contacts in New York, Detroit, 
Cleveland, Chicago, and Johnstown* That is in addition to 
Pittsburgh and the Western Pennsylvania area* 

To continue with the chronology of positions I held, I 
was also a member of the organisational Educational Conaaittee 
of the Communist Party, Western Pennsylvania^ for about three 
years . 

Mr, TAVENNER. Very wello Let us go back at this point 
to the various cells you first belonged to upon entering the 
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Coomunlst Party, Can you tell tm committeo the naaea of eome 
of the persons you mat with as a member of the Berth Side Club, 
and also give us the names of the officers of that club. 

Mr. CYETIC. One of the members of the North Siida Club 
,rhen I was a member was Joe Mankin. He was the branch organiser 
there. At the present time he Is responsible for Communist 
Party concentration In the Hotel and Restaurant Union. He is 
in charge of the cell there now. 

Then there is John Vldmar^ He worked at the Language Proas, 
1916 East Street, as a eet-up man. He was secretary of this 
North Side Club. 

Mr, TAVENNER. What was his name? 
Mr. CVETIC. John Vidmar. 
Mr, TAVENHER. V-i-d-m-a-r? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yes, 

Mr« TAVENNER. What do you mean by a aet-up man? 
Mr. CVETIC. He works in the shop of the Language Press, 
I am not a printer, but he would set up the job printing in 

the shop. 

Another was Mark Lovett. but I understand he has since 
been expelled from the Party. He was a member of the Executive 
Conualttee of the North Side Club. 

Jim Dolsen, He is the Daily Worker editor and corres- 
pondent In Western Pennsylvania. 

Mr. TAVENWER. Do you mean at this time he is? 
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ytTo CVETIC^ He rras at that time and still la« 

Anothei* faaniber was Eddie lang. At the preaoiit time h0 is 
a steward in the Heinz Company plant. 

Mr. TAVEWMER* That is^ a steward in the union at the 
Heina Company plant? 

Mr. CVETIG. Yes.. 

Dick Soinej Pete Skertich; Hamp Golden, who also works at 
the Heinz Company; and Joe Maazeio 

Mtq TAVENiJEH. You wore transferred then into the East End 
Club* Will you give us the name3 of the officers in the East 
End Glut? 

JSr« CVETIG. Yos. In the East End Club Dolly Oainor was 
chairman • 

Mr. TAVENWER. Was she transferred from the Tom Paine Pro- 
fessional Branch along with you? 

Mr. CVETIG . Yes. When we left the Tom Paine Branch I was 
transferred first to the North Side and 3a tar to the East End 
Club, and when I was transferred to the East End Club, Dolly 
Gainor was chairman of the East End Glxibt 

Another member was Esther Roth, she is now employed as 
Jack Strobel's secretary at the Western Pennsylvania District 
of the United Office and Professional Workers of America • 

Mr. TAVENNEH. What about Louis Piletioh? 

Mr. CVETIG. He was. a member of the East End Club when I 
came there • Ruth Goldman was another member j and Dorothy Sloan 



17 

was a tnanber of the East End Club when I went out there. 

Mr, TAVEN'.ffiR. She -aas also transferred from the Tom Paine 
Profeaslonal Branch? 

Ur. GVETIC. That is right. 

Mr, TAVEHIIER. Then you vere assigned to the La^enceville 
Club. Is that correct? 

Mr. CVETIC That is correct. 

Kr. TAVENIER. What position did you hold there? 
ar, CVETIC. In the Lawrenceyllle Club I was the branob 
organizer and Plletlch was the secretary. 

Mr. TAVLN!^ER. Was he transferred from the Bast End Club? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yes. The Lawrenceville Club was formed out 
of members who were trar.sferred from the East End Club and 
some new members we reoruited in the Lawrenoevllle area. Some 

of these members ere; 

Martin Harrison, who works at Carnegie Steel Company. Etna, 
Joseph Mlealich. who also works at the Carnegie Steel 

Company I Etna. 

John Jenca. who also works at the Carnegie Steel Company, 

Etna. 

And Eleanor Sackter. 

lir. TAVLNNtR. V.'ill you tell us what plan was uaed in the 
organi^^ation of these clubs, the North Side Club, the East 
End Club, and the Lav;renceville Club? That is, Tfhat was the 
basis for selection of members for those particular clubs? 
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Mr, CVETXCt In those particular communities the baala of 
aeloction was voiy ^nuch on a ooramunlty level* Gomrnunlst Party 
fuetttbers who lived in thesa particular areas were assigned to 
these clubs when there waro regroupings ordered by the District 
Committee • For exa:uple, in the North Side Club originally our 
major activity v?a3 or^c^nizinfe; Coinniunist Party mass meetings in 
the park on the North Side. Later on, especially after the 
1945 convention, ve concentrated our activities in the plants, 
because that was the Communist Party line after 1945, In the 
North Side Club we concentrated in such plants as the Holnz 
Company plant, plants in the Manchester area 9 

Mro TAVENt^n. What type of plants are you speaking of? 
Mr, CVETIC, My activity was mostly limited to Lawrenoe-' 
vtlle, but from the Section Committee meetinea I attended, I 
knew our comrades or Party members were pretty busy in the 
Heinz plant trying to build a Party there • 

Mrp TAVENNI«:R» Yfhen you say in the Heinz Company plants 
do you mean any particular group in that plant? 

Mr. GVP:TX0* vathin the union. 0\ir members were usually 
ins true ted,, whenever possible, to become shop stewards or be 
elected to some position. 

Mr. MOULDER* What business is the Heins Company engaged 

in? 

Mr. GVETIC. It Is a food processing plant; I think one 

of the biggest in the coiontry* 
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Hr. TAVENTTER* You havo described the function of this 
North Side Club, Vv'hat was .the function of the East End Club? 

Mr» CVETIC* That functioned on a community level. There 
were no industries there. It was a residential area, and laost 
of the work out there wa3 distributing Communist Party literature, 
distributing and selling the Dally and iiunday Worker, and so 
on, raising funds for the Communist Party, 

Mr. TAVENNER. What was the chief funotion of the Lawrence- 

vill Club? 

Mr. CVETIC. That iras also a community club, something like 
the East End Club, although we did havo mills and plants there 
in -which we became active » Some of the members were assigned 
to distributing literature in Lawrencevllle plants and in 

other areas ♦ 

Mr. TAVENNER. I iwder stand you were the organizer of the 

Lawrencevllle Club? 

Br, CVETIC. That is correct ♦ 

Mr. TAVENNER* What work did you do while an organizer 
of that club, with regard to the foi»mation of other cells 
of the Party? 

Mr, CVETIC ♦ I helped to organise a cell in the Crucible 
Steel Company, which is located at 30th Street in Pittsbxirgho 

Mr. TAVENNER. iiow many members were recruited into that 
cell? 

Mr* CVETIC a The top membership at one time was 22 members. 
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approximatoly, 

Mto TAVENNER* Were thay all employees of the Crucible SteoX 
Company? 

Mr* CVETIC* Yeo, all employees of the Cracible Steel 

Company, 

(Mr. Case enteral 
Mro TAVENNER* When was this work done by you? 
Mr. CVETIC. This was back In 1945 and 1946 frhon V0 started 
recruiting In the Crucible Steel Company* 

Mro MC SWEEHEYp I would like the record to show Mr. Caae 
la present. 

Mr. TAVENNER- Can you fTirnlsh the committee with the namea 
of the members of this group In the Crucible Steel Branch of 
the Conmninlat Party? 

Mr. CVETIC, I would like to name some of the leaders. 
Amongst the memberaof this group were: Joseph "Sormy'* Robinaon? 
Zygmund Pascowaki, and Mike Pilewioh* They were the leaders 
in this particular cell* 

Mr. McSVt^EENEY. What is the origin of the term "cell"? 
Mr. CVETIC • Vfhile I was in the Communist Party we used 
that term to designate a particular club. We used club^ branchy 
or cell* 

Mr. McSWEENEY. They were interchangeable? 

Mr. CVETIC. They were interchangeable. Cell would generally 
be xxaed in an industry, and a club or branch would be used more 
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in a concsualty, but whan they talk about organizing a group 
in a plant or a colli , they usually talk of It aa a oell, while 
the activities on a cotasiunity basis are built n»re out in the 
open, and the tera club would be used. In a plant, even If 
they have only two or three members they call it a cell and 
carry the Party line into the plant with these few members. 

Kr. TAVEN.IER. You have previously testified that In 1944 
you were assigned by Itox Weiss to work among the language 
groups. Will you outline to the ooamittee some of your functions 
vinder this assignment? 

Mr. CVKEiO. Max Weiss was district organizer. One of ray 
first assignments was to mobilize the Slovene organizations 
in Western Pennsylvania for the national convention of the 
American Slav Confsress which was to be held in Pittsburgh In 

September 1944. 

Mr. TAVENWER. What were some of the organizations In the 

Pittsburgh area within this Slovene group? 

Mr. CVETIC, The SHPJ lodges. 

Mr. TAVENHER. What do you mean by SNPJ? 

Mr. CVETIC. That is a Slovene fraternal organization. 
Shall I spell it outV 

Mr, TAVENHER. Yes. 

Mr. CVETIC. s-l-o-v-e-n-s-k-a N-a-r-o-d-n-a P-o-d-p-o-r-n-a 

j-e-d-n-o~t-a, 

Mr<. TAVENtlET . What do you mean by that? 
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Mr. CVKEIC. In English .it means tt^e Slovenian Mutual 

Benefit Society, 

Another organisation was the American Fraternal Union? 
and the £.lovenlan Aaerioan National Council. These were th© 
three main organisations. 

1 want to point out that these are not ConBUunlst Party 
organizations, but Communist Party members, like myself, who 
were Slovenes, were instructed by the Communist Party to carry 
^ the Party line into these organizations. These are not 

Communist organizations. They are American fraternal organi- 
zations. I want to make that clear. 

Mr. TAVENlfER. They were organizations which were the 
objects of the Comaxmlst Party? 

Mr, CVBTIC. That is correct. 

Mr. TAVKNNER. You have spoken of a Sloven© Commission on 
a national level. VJ»b there a Slovenian Commission on a local 

level in Pittsburgh 

Mr. GVETIG. Yes. The three leading members of the 
Commission in Pittsburgh ware Anthony Cipcic, George Wltkovloh 
and myself.. We were the leaders of the Commission In Pitta- 
burgh. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you the chairman of this group? 

Mr« CVETXC. Yea. 

Mr. TAVENNER. As chairman of the Slovenian Commission, you 
were also a member of the Nationality Commission of the Communist 
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Party on a national level? 

Mp. GVETIC That is right • I wap elected chairman of the 
Slovenian Coamission at a meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, held in 
Communiat Party headquarters* 

Mr, TAVENNER, When was that? 

Mr. GVETIC. In 1945, 

Mr. McSWBENEY. What is the difference between a Slovene 
and a Slovak; is there any difference? 

Mr. CVETIG. Yes. Slovenians , Groatians, and Servians 
come from Yugoalavla. A Slovak comes from QseohosloTakla* 

Mr, McSWEENEY* Is it a language or a geographical difference? 

MTt GVETIC » Both language and geographical* 

Mr* McSWEENET^ Thank you. 

Mr, TAVENNER, Will you outline to the committee the pro- 
cedure thet was followed in calling this meeting in Cleveland, 
Ohio, at which you were elected to the Nationality Commiaalon 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. GVETIC. Yes. I met with Avrom Landy in Pittsburgh. 
He is also known as Al Landy. 

MPo moulder. Can you fix the date? 

Mr. GVETIC. I can«t fix a date on this* I can only fix 
an approximate tlmeo It was sometirae in 1945* When I met with 
him he asked rae to call together the leading members of the 
GoniTiunist Party in the Slovene group * He told me I could get 
the names of the leading members from George Witkovlch. I met 
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with Wltkovlch, and he supplied tae with the naiaes of the key 
aiembora in Clalcago, Detroit. Cleveland, Bew York, and PittaDxargh. 

Mr. TAVENNER. By raocabers do you mean Communist Party 
.uembera within the Slovene group? 
Mr.GVETIG. Yes, 

Mr. TAVENNER. At this point, I would like to ask you, 
is Avrora Landy a meniber of the Communist Party, or was he? 
Mro CVETIC, Yes. 
^m Mr, TAVENMER. What else' can you toll us about him? 

Mr, CVETIC. V<hen I met Avrom Landy he waa in charge of 
nationality work for the Coramunlat Party, UbA. These assign- 
ments are made by the National Board of the Communist Party. 

Mr. TAVl.NNER. What was hie purpose in being in Pittsburgh 
at that time, if you know? 

Mr, CVETIC. specifically, at that time he came to Pitts- 
burgh to meet with the leading Communist Party members from 
^" the nationality field at the Language Press, He met with the 

Communist Party organizers who worked In the International 
Workers Order, and with the Communist Party members who were 
responsible for the work in the American Slav Congress. 
Mr, TAVENNER. Who is George TNltkovlch? 

Mr. CVETIC, He is a Communist Party member, I have known 
him to be a member for 15 or 20 years. 

Mr. TAVENNER. How did you know he was a member for that 
period of time, or a member at all? 
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•Mr, CVETIC* I know because Georga ar^d Landy worked together 
in t.he Gonmiunlat Party* George was editor for the Communist 
newapaper HapreJ, arxi that was tha Slovene Comnruxilst newspaper 
which was published in Pittsburgh and Cleveland in the late 
thirties. 

ilr* TAVENNEJl* Ypu have said that Avrom Landy sent you to 
Qeorge Witkovich for the names of the leading member© of the 
Comm\mlst Party in the Slovene group that you should call 
together, Why did Landy suggest to you that you get in touch 
with Witkovich to obtain the names of these leaders? 

ttr- CVETIC. George Wl.tkovich was leader In the Slovene 
Communist Party work^in the late thirties^ and Landy told me 
he would have these names end would give them to me. 

Mr, TAVENNER, Did Witkovich supply you with the names? 
Mr* CVETIG^ Yes, he did, 

Mr. TAVEN!>fER. Will you give us the names of such of the 
leaders as you can recall? 

Mr, CVETIC. Yes* I will give you the names of the key 
Communist Party members in this Commission which he supplied 
me witho One of these was John Bostjancich, from Cleveland^ 
Ohio; Martin Cetinskl, Detroit, Michigan; Prank Urbanoich> 
Brooklyn, New York; Frank Japich, Chicago^ Illinois; Anthony 
Cipcic, Pittsburgh. These are the key people in the Communist 
Party's Slovenian Commission* 

Mr* TAVENiffiR. These names which you have just given us 
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are the naraes which you procured ,as a result of the iastruc^ 
tionei giren- by Avrom Landy? 

'Mr, CVETIC, Thafc Is right, 

Mr, TAVENNER. Yvhy was Cleveland, Ohio, selected as the 
place for this meeting? 

Mr* CVETIC. Cleveland, Ohio, was selected aa the place 
for the meeting because there vre have the largest ooncontra** 
tion of Slovene people in America, and it was felt by Avrom 
Landy that if tre had the meeting there we would have the best 
turn-out . 

Mr, TAVENNER* At this meeting at the Communist Party 
headquarters in Cleveland, which you called togother on In- 
structions from Avrom Landy, what^ speolfloally, was th© pur- 
pose of the meeting? What was this group going to do? 

Mr, CVETIC* The purpose of the meeting as outlined by 
Avrom Landy was to elect officers to the Slovene Commission 
of the Communist Party, USA; to discus© plans for editing 
either a newspaper or a bulletin in the name of the Slovene 
Communist Party; and to discuss strategy and Infiltration Into 
the Slovenian American National Council, which Is a form of 
politiceil action organization. 

Mr^ TAVENNER, At this meeting, were officers elected to 
represent the body? 

Mr, CVETIC, Yes. V/e elected a chairman, a aeoretaiT-, 
and what would be termed a committee or commission of one from 
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each city to serve oa thla body, 

Mr. TAVENNER* Wlio wera elected as officers? 

Ur^ CVETIC, At this meeting I was elected as chairman. 
Jack Lend Troni Cleveland, Ohio, was elected as secretary » 

Mr* TAVENNER. Other than Jaclc Lend and yourself, who 
were present at this meiating? 

Mr, CVETIG^ Gus Hall, Communist Party organizer at 
Cleveland, Ohio, and now a member of the National Board of the 
IP Com-ttunist Party ^ VBk; Arnold Johnson, present head of the 
Nationality Commission of the Communist Party, USA; John 
Bootjancich, Cleveland, Ohio; Martin Cetinski, Detroit, 
Miehigan; and George vatkovioh from Pittsburgh* 

Mr, TAVENHER* How many meetings, approximately, did you 
attend of the Nationality Commission? 

Mr» CVETIC. It would be difficult to set a ni«aber« In 
the five or six years I wias a member of this Commission I 
would say on a national level two or three every year* There 
was no set time for these meetings* 

Mr. McSWEENEY. Did you go to these meetings at your own 
expense, ov were your expenses paid for by your organi:sation7 

Mr* CVETIC* Usually we went at our own expense. I would 
almost have to qualify each meetings There was no set time 
for these Nationality Commission meetings* They would be 
called whenever some function was going on in the particular 
city* 
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Mr. McSVffiENSy. Were you elected to go, or did you Just 

go? 

Mr. GVETIC, I was aselgaed to the Nationality Gomnxlssion 

of the Communiat Party by the Comraunlst Party leaderships 
Mr. McSWEENETo You )wero not voted a delegate? 
Mr. CVETIG, Noo This Nationality Gomoilssion of the 
Communiat Party is not a delegated body* It funotlona similarly 
to the Politburo in the Kremlin, It is the poXlcy-making body 
of the Coawnunist Party in the nationality fields and as a member 
of the Slovene Commission I mturally became a member of the 
Nationality Commission of the Gomirunlst Party. 

Mr. TAVENF^ER, Who called these meetings of the Nationality 

Commission? 

Mr. CVETIG. These meetings were in all oa^aes called by 
the national leader of the Communist Party in this Commission. 
While I was a member, Avrom Landy was head of this Commission; 
Steve Nelson was head of the Commission for over three years; 
and at the present time Arnold Johnson is at the head of this 
Commission* 

Mr. CASE. Did you know Steve Nelson by any name other 
than Steve Nelson? 

Mr. CVETIC. I knew him by the name of Steve Nelson and 

Steve Mesarosh. 

Mr. TAVENNER. ^111 you tell us a little more in detail 
what was discussed at the Nationality Commission meetings, and 
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what functioruB the Conimiaslon perfornned? 

B£r. GVETIG, Yea, I will be glad to do that, vmil© I was 
a aieraber of this Nationality Cotaralssion meetings were called 
irhen there were Party line changes i^hich had to bo taken Into 
nationality work by this Comaiaalon. 

Nationality Coraiilssion meetlnt^D were also called when there 
were functions into which the Conrauuist Party wanted to carry 
the Communlat Party line. Meetings were also called to plan 
and direct the work of the GooHnunlat Party raembers in the front 
organizations, the Language Press,, fraternal organizatlonB, 
trade unions and other tnuaa organizations in which they had an 
intere-st . 

Mr. TAVEKNER, Do you cnean the Inatructlona which Gotsaunlsts 
received in Cotnmanist -front organlaatlona had their origin in 
this Comraiosion? 

Mr, CVETIC. That Is correct. These were on the basis 
of policy changes. A atember did not volunteer to take the 
Party line. You were by Party discipline procedure expected to 
carry the Party line,> 

Mr, McS?^EElffiY. I will call a recess at twelve o'clock, 
and would like to know if the members would like to ques- 
tion the witness at this titEe or would you rather ask questions 
at the concluaion of his testimony? What do you think, Mr.Tavonner? 
Mro TAVENIsFR- I have no real preference. 
Mr, KEARNEY- Personally, I would rather let the witness 
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flnlati hia testimony* 

Mr. TAVEKi^ER, It sniBht bo a little better^ Othex^ia© 
you might question hioi about things that are going to b© 
answered later i» 

Mr, MOULDER ♦ In my case I have a queatloa that ^ould fit 
In now, and I probably T^on't retiJirn this afternoon. May I 
proceed? 

Mro McSWEENEYo Yes. 

Mr. MOULDER. My questions are not in the spirit of dis- 
crediting any testimony you have given^ You mado reference to 
official positions you have held in connection with your 
Communist Party affiliations. You haven't testified who 
delegated you to those official positions from national head- 
quarters. Is that in your testimony to follow? 

Mr, CVETIG. Yes. Vov example, ^hen I was asked to as^ffi© 
responsibility in the nationality field, I got Instructions 
through Max Weiss, I testified to that. Max Weiss was a 
member of the District Committee in Western Pennsy 1 vania • His 
instructions came from the National Board. 

Mr. MOULDER. Your connections were only with the district 

officers at all times? 

Mr. GVETIC* Not at all times. My assignments later oh 
came from Steve Nelson, Arnold Johnson^ and Avrom Landy. 

Mr, MOULDER. Did they issue any documents by way of 
identification, cards or something else? 

MPt CVBTIGo X was going to testify later that xintil 1948 
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wa were issued Commimiat Party cards. Since that ttm©, fo2» 
security reasons., all dooiiments, records, and cards were 
destroyed. 

VLtc KOULLER, And you destroyed yoiara? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes* I turned it in, 

Mr. McSWEENEY, MTo Case, can you coma back this afternoon? 

(Mr. Case confers with Mr^ McSweoney*) 

(Br* Nixon arrives*) 

Mr* MoSWEENEY. Will the record also show Mr* Hixon is 
present. 

Proceed and I will call a recess at tirelve o 'clock, 
Hr» TAVENl^ILR. I interrupted you in your testimony to aak 
you about the source of the directions or instruction© to 
Communist Party members who vrere working in different Comnmnist- 
front organizations. Can you tell us more about the functioning 
of the Nationality Commission? 
^■^ Mr. CVETIC. Yes. When tre stopped I was goi^ into where 

we carried the Party line <. 

In 1944 the Nationality Commission met prior to and during 
the American Slav Congress convention in Pittsburgh. It met 
prior to and during the national convention of the Croatian 
Fraternal Union in Pittsburgh in 1947. it met when Party line 
changes such as the Tito-Stalin split occurred, to announce that 
the Party line to be followed would be as directed by the 
Cominforma 
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Mr. TAVENKEFi. Then when that Conxniunlst Party line Tfas 
settled upon. It v/as necessary that all mera33ers working under 
that group carry out that policy? 

Mr, GVETIC. Yos. Coraniunlst discipline made it niandatoi^* 
Vacillation meant you could not remain a member of the Party p 
For example, the Tltoitos v/ere automatically expelled • 

Mr. TAVENNLR. Vilas the policy sent to your Commission, or 
was it formed by your Coznmission? 

Mr. GVETIC* It was sent down to the Commission, It was 
never formed there o I was a member of the Party seven years • 
I have never been responsible for forralag the policy ♦ The 
orders came down through district organisers ^ from the Rational Boarc 

Mr, McSweeney^ Vihere did they get their policy? 

Mr, GVETIC o I don't think I can answer that. With the 
exception of attending the national convention of the Coraraunist 
Party in 1945, I never attended National Board meetings of the 
Communist Party, 

Mr. TAVENNEH. Can you give us the names of the officers and 
members of the Nationality Commission of the Communist Party* 
that is, the Commission that functioned on a national level? 

Mr* CVETIC, Yeso These are members with whom I have 
attended meetings: 

Avrom Landy was cliairman from 1944, when I first joined, 
until the national convention of the Comtiunist Party in 1945* 
After the national convention of the Communist Party in 1945, 
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Stevo HeXaon, who returned from the West Coast,, iras mad© chairman 
and served from July 1945 until August 194B. 

After August 1348 Arnold Johnson isaa mad© ohalrajan and at 
the present time he is still chairman of this CoBmlaslon. 

Acaong the raeafcers nationally of the Nationality Commiasion 
with whom I have met are the following: 

George Pirinsky, executive secretary of the Amarioan SlaT 
Congress. 

aarry Justla, attorney, Set? York Glty» 
Leo Fisher, editor of Karodnl Glasnlk^ 
Mane Susnjar, editor of Slobodna Reo, PittsbxiTgh* 
Calvin Brook, B-r-o-o-k, and he also spealls It B-r-u-c«»k, 
editor of Ludovy Novi>ny, 

Abner Qreen, executive secretary, American Cotnraltt@e for 
Protection of Foreign Borne 

Sam Milgrom, officer of the International Workers Order. 
Israel Atater, now deceased* He was a member of the 
International Yiorkers Order. 

Michael Hanuslak, organizer^ International Workers Order. 
Daniel Kasustchlk, organizer, Russian Section* 
Boleslaw Gobert, organiser, Polish Section, who fled to 
Poland on The Gydnla-Amerlcan Line ship The Batory* 
Victor Lharenkoff, Bulgarian Section. 
Tony Gerlach, New York Clty» 
Michael Tkach, Ukrainian Section. 
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Zarko Bunclch, attorney, Akron, Ohio; I don't think he 
l3 active at present. I haven't met with him for the last four 
years or so» 

Peter Vukcovlch, Servian IWO. 

Anthony Minerlch, Croatian* editor Rodni Glaanik* 

Mr. TAVE1[N1:R* Did these Individuals whose names you have 
listed serve on the Nationality Comraisaion of the Communist Party 
at the same time, or at various times over a period of years? 

Mr. CVETIC, They served over a period of years, from 1944 
up until the present time. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. Cvetic, this comailttee In 1949 held a 
hearing on the activities of Toma Babln* Did you know Toma 
Babln? 

Mr, CVETIC. Yea, I did. I knew him as Toma Babln and also 
as Tom Babin^ 

Mro TAVENNER. Was he, to yo^ir knowledge, a meiaber of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. CVETIC • Yes, I knew Tom to bo a member of the Conuuinist 
Party because I attended Nationality Commission meetings, of the 
Communist Party, with Toma Babln* 

Mr. TAVENI^IER* Did you attend a meeting on June Bl^^ 1947, 
in room 208 of the Hotel Lincoln In New York City? 

Mr. CVETIC, Yes, I did, 

Mr. TAVENNER. V/hat instructions did you receive ^ith regard 
to this meeting? 
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Hr. CVETIC* At that time J was in the American Slav Congreao 
offices at Pittsburgh, and I was aalled by Leo Plsher aad told 
that the Nationality CommlsBion was going to meet In Hew York 
City and that Steve Nelson sent Instructione that I should oomo 
on to New York to attend this meetings 

I went to New York. My Instructione were to go to the 
Yugoslav Home there. I was under the impression that that was 
where the meeting would be held, 

Mr, TAVENNER. Where was the meeting to be held, and how did 
you learn where it was to be held? 

Mr. CVKTIC, When I arrived at the Yugoslav Home — 
Mr. TAVENNEH, That is located at 405 West 31st Street? 
Mr, CVEfTIG, Yes. When I arrived there I was mot by Pet© 
Vukoevich. He told me to keep the FBI off the trail we were 
ali going to this meeting place separately ^ He escorted mo 
to the Hotel Lincoln and to room 208, where the meeting was 
held, 

Mr. TAVENHER. Mr. Cvetic, on May 27, 1949, Toma Babln 
appeared before the House Co;unittee un Un-American Activities 
and denied that he had attended this meeting or had any 
knowledge of its existence* He also denied knowing Leo Bacloh, 
Harry Justia, George Firinsky and others whom the Committee 
understood to have been present at this meetings Was Toma 
Babin in attendance at this meeting? 
Mr. GVETIO. Absolutely o 
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' Mr. TAVENWER. Absolutely yes .or no? 
Mr. GVETIC. Absolutely yes. 

Mr. TAVKNNER. Wore Leo Bacich, Harry Juatlz and George 
Pirlnsky also in attendance at this meeting? 
Mr. CVETIG* Yes, 

BUT. TAVENNERo V/ill you outline to this co-miittee the 
persons who were at this meeting and the purpose for vrhloh the 
.meeting was held? 

. Mr* CVETXGo Steve Nelson, who was at that tin© chairman of 
the Nationality Commission of the CoramTonist Party, USA; Leo 
Baclch, representative of the Croatian Section of the Communist 
farty; Harry Justiz, representative of the Croatian Section 
of the Communist Party; George Plrinsky, representative of the 
Macedonian Section; Tony Gerlach, Sr., representative of the 
Croatian Section of the Communist Party; Leo Plsher, representa- 
tive of the Croatian Section of the Communist Party; myself as 
representative of the Slovenian Section of the Communist Party; 
Daisy Lolich, representative of the Serbian Section of the 
Communist Party; and a representative of the Croatian Section 
of the Gomiminlst Party of Canada by the name of Yardisha 
Mr* TAVENNER. Do you know Yardish's first name? 
Mr^ CVETIC. I do not, 

Mr* TAVENNER. Can you recall any others who were present 
at this meeting? 

Mr. CVETIC o Toma Babin was at this meeting. Dr. Slavko 
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Zore from the Yugoslav Embassy was there; and another nxember of 
the Yugoslav Embassy staff was present. 

Hr. TAVENTffiR. Do you know what position in the Yugoslav 
Embassy Dr^ Slavko Zore held? 

Mto CVETIG. At the present time it skips me, but I knev 
at that time, I met with him at various times in the Yugoslav 
Home and at the Embassy. 

Mr. TAVKNNER. You state there was another person from the 
Yugoslav Embassy present. Was that Pero Dragila? 
Mr, GVETIG. Yes, he was there* 

Mr. TAVENITERo Tell us exactly what took place at this 
meeting. ^ ^ 

Mr. CVETIC\ This meeting was called by Steve Nelson for 
the purpose of discussing the work of the Nationality Commission 
and the various nationality groups o 

The meeting began shortly after eight o^clock. It was 
opened by Led Pisher, who was .made chairman of this meeting* 
He presented a report on the activities of the Croatian Fraternal 
Union — and here I want to mention not the activities of the 
union, but the activities of the Communist Party members, and 
the success they were attaining in connection with a convention 
that was to be held tliat year.. He reported in detail the steps 
that were being taken In the elections of this organization, and 
reported also that his information showed that the majority of 
the delegates elected to the Croatian Fraternal Union convention 
were on our sidoo 
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Mr* TAVEHNER. What do you mean by "our slde^? 
Mr» GVETIC. That we had won them over to the Communist 
Party program o 

At this meeting Fisher also mentioned the possible candidates 
to be supported at this convention- I will qimlify this so that 
we will not believe everybody elected was a Communist* The 
Communist Party had a line to elect as many as possible who 
would cooperate He pointed out that the majority of delegates 
were elected by the Communist Party members and they would 

support the candidates proposed by the Progressive Coalition 

I 
slate. 

Mr, TAVENITBR* In other words, It didn't mean everybody 
elected by the Communist Party members wore Communist Party 
members? 

Mr. CVETIG. Ho* It was a deal# One or two were Communist 
Party members, but. others were a part of the Progressive 
Coalition slate, 

Mro TAVI^iNIffiR. In working for this Progressive Coalition 
slate, did those who were not Communists know that they were 
working for Communists? 

Mr- CVETIC. Yes, because Anthony Hlnerlch and others I 
mentioned were known Communists, and anyone who worked for theta 
worked on that basis. 

Mr, KEAHNEY* Did' you say "no" Commxialsts or "known" 

Communists? 

Mr, CVETIC • Known Communists # 
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Mr» TAVENNRH. You have told ub about the I»epp5»t at this 
meeting by Leo Piaher, Were there other reports? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yea. Daisy Lolioh reported that the Coammnist 
Party had not been able to elect any delegates to the Serbian 
Hatlonal Federation c invent i;>n which was to be held at a futur© 
date. Miss Lolich also pointed out that we had eron lost 
representation in this organization. 

Pete Vulccevich reported that in Ren York City small advances 
had been made by the Comittunlat Party in at least three lodges 
of the Serbian Rational Federation. 

I presented a report on the Slovenian American Rational 
Council convention which had boon held in Cleveland, Ohio, during 
the latter part of May 1947, I reported that Inasmuch as the 
Social Democrats within that organization staged a fight among 
themselves on the floor, we were successful in electing seven 
Communist Party members to the Executive Board and Committee 
IP of this organizat lotto 

Following ray report '-and this was aroiind 9sl5— Dr. Slavko 
Zore and Pero Dragila came into the meeting, escorted by Toma 
Babln. Dr. Zore immodlately raised a question as to why Anne 
Traven from the United Committee of South Slavic Americans had 
not been invited. 

Mr. TAVENUEK. Will you Identify for the committee the 
United Committee of South Slavic Americans? 

Mr, CVETICo This Committee was set up by the Communist 



40 
Jarty, USA, for the purpose of dlsaeminatln^ their polttloal 
propaganda of the new TMgoalav Govarnmont under Harshal Tito. 
This, of course, was before "the Tlto-Stalin apllt. Some of 
the officers and leaders of this Committee were Louis Adamlo, 
ZlatHo Baloklvlch, Anno Traven, Pete Vukcevlch, Leo Baclch 
and Harry JUstiz. They are not all Communist Party members. 
Mr, CASE. Mr. Counsel, have you brought out what that 

Committee does? 

Kr. TAVENNER. Explain a little more in detail the pur- 
poses of this Committee. 

Mr. CVETIC. The Committee Issued bulletins; it issued 

pamphlets. 

Mr. TAVEHi^ER. I think Congraasman Caao had reference 
to the tJnited Committee of South Slavic Americans, 

Mr. CASE. I meant the Committee you differentiated by 
saying, after you gave their names, that they were not necessarily 
communists, I want to know what that Committee did that these 
people were members' of « , 

ttPt TAVEHHER. Explain the functions of that Committee, 

Mr. MCSWEENBY. Tfere you still describing the meeting? 

Mr. OVETIC. I was going into a discussion of the United 
Committee of South Slavic Americans, and I think Congressman 
Case would like to know what that Committee was. 

Mr. CASE. That is right. 

Mr, CVETIC. Members of this Committee like Louis Adamic 
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and Zlatko Baloklvlch worked with known Communist aembors to 
form this Committee. Both Louis Adamlc and ZXatko Baloklvloh 
knew the people they wei»e woricing with were known Coramiaaists, 
ao it was actually a Cotnmunist -front organization. 

The purpose of the Corandttee wae to diaseoinat© political 
propaganda in the United States about the government of Marshal 
Tito. This was done by distributing pamphlets and bulletins, 
organizing meetings, artd so on, 

Mr, McSyiE2iHEY. Bar, Kearney would like to ask a few 
questions* 

Iftr. K&AIIKEY, I understood you to say previously la your 
testimony that on one particular oocasion when you journeyed 
to a meeting your expenses were not paid by the Party. Were 
your expenses paid to this meeting? 

Mr, CVETIC. Shall I generalize on this? 
Mr. KEARNEy, TKhat I am getting at la, have your expenses 
been paid to any of these meetings? 

Mr. CVETIC, Yes. Some of the expenses of attending 
these meetings ware paid by the Amerioan Slav Congress when 
I was an officer there. 

Mr. KEARNEY, Y/ere your expenses ever paid by the 

Communist Party? 

Sir, CVETIO. Noo 

ttr. KEARMEY. Not at all? 

Mr, CVETIC. No. 
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Mr. KF.ARHEy. In all your journeye through the country, 
none of your expenses were paid by the Comia\inlst Party? 

Mrp CVEEIC. That Is correct. 

Mr* McSYffiPJNEY* V/ore those people Progressives or pro« 
Comraunlsts? 

Mr, CVETIC- The editor of . the Croatian newspaper met 
regularly with aorae members of our Cormulaaiont knowing they 
were Communist Party taembers. That is Pillp Vxxkelloh, 

Mr, KEARKEy. I ffoulk like to develop that a little 
further, but I see the time has expired. 

Mr^ McEWEENEY^ Let us stand at recess \mtll two o» clocks 

(Thereupon, at twelve o» clock noon, a recess was taken 
until two o'clock of the same day.) 
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Afternoon Session 



(The sxjibconimittee reconvened at 2:55 poiUo) 

Mr. ¥«00D. The commi'ttee will he In order, 

BJr* TAVKNltER. Mr, Chairaaan, at the time of our raorning 
recess, the witness was narrating, what occarred at a meeting In 
the Lincoln Hotel, Neiw York City, in room 208, on Jime 21, 1947, 
which was attended, as. he testified, by Steve Nelson and a 
number of other people, and Toma Babln, who was before this 
committee at one time. The witness has testified that Toma 
Babin was present with those people ^ and you will recall the 
testimony by Babin here v/as that he denied being there and 
denied knowing the people who were mentioned as being there o 

Mro WOOD, Let the record show that for the purpose of this 
afternoon's session there are present Mr^ McSweeney, Mr# Kearney 
and" myself as a subcommittee* 

You may proceed* 

Mr, TAVENlfifiR. The witness had also testified that Dro Zore 
of the Yugoslav Embassy was brought into this meeting by Toma 
Babin, and that Dr, Kore had asked why it was that a person by 
the name of Anne Traven had not been Invited to the meetlngo 
TESTIMONY OP MATTHEW CVETIG (Resumed) 

Mr. TAVEUNER. Will you begin there, Mr. Cvetic, and state 
what reply was given as to why Anne Traven, a member of the 
United Cora-nlttee of South Slavic Amerloan3phad not been invited 
to this meeting? 
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MTc CVETIC, In answer to Dr. iSore's question. Stove Nelson 
stated that he was of the opinion that she should not attend 
this meeting as he could not vouch for her, but that he could 
vouch for all the others present. 

Mr. TAVENNER. After that statement, tell us what occurred 

at the meeting. 

Mr, CVETIG. After that the principal topic of discussion, 
the United Committee of South J^lavic Americans, was taken up, 
Leo Pisher reported that during a recent United Committee 
meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, Louis Adamic had stated that unless 
the Committee raised a fund of $.35,000 to complete the functioning, 
he would drop out of the organization. 

According to Pisher, Louis Adamic also stated that the 
Committee was in debt to the sum of $4p000 and at the present 
time was accomplishing nothing, Pisher concluded his report 
by advancing the opinion that the United Committee should be 
made a part of the American blav Congress. 

A lengthy discussion ensued with re^sard to the latter 
suggestion, and there were many divergences of opinion. Dr. Zore, 
from the Yugoslav Embassy, speaking in Croatian, remarked that 
the present sad state of affairs with regard to the United 
Committee must be blamed on the Communist Party and no one else. 
He said: "V-'e must not work as Americans or Yugoslavs, but as 
Communists working for a common purpose. Our Party and its 
members must realize that the United Committee is their res- 
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ponsibllity." 

Dr. Zore sharply criticized those who felt there was no 
need for the United Committee as being shortsighted, and 
stressed that the taovenient. must not suffer the loss of Louis 
Adamic's leadership* 

He mentioned that the ^4,000 debt of the IJhited Committee 
could be taken care of, and that it was nothing to worry about. 
Dr. Zore stated in order to continue the Committee's work the 
Gommunlat Party must assign responsibility to comrades In New 
York, Pittsburgh, Detroit, Cleveland, Chicago and elsewhere 
to work with this Cooukitteeo 

Dr. Zore also stated that it was not desirable at this 
time that the United Committee become a mass organization like 
the American Slav Congress; that all that should be required 
would be a small committee operating in each community, res- 
ponsible for the United Committee's work. 

Dr. Zore stated that the Yugoslav Embassy was ready to help 
by sending two or three people from Yugoslavia into the various 
localities to apeak at any meetings which could be organized 
through this Committee. 

Dr. zore further stated: "We Communist Party members at the 
Yugoslav Embassy had a meeting and came to the conclusion that 
the United Committee must be continued; that the Communist Party 
is on top and assumes leadership in Yugoslavia, and the Communists 
here in the United States must, in their own way, assume 
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leadex-3hlp and take the responsibilities for carrying on the 

Committee's Yfork." 

Dr., Z.ore also mentioned that Dro. Vladko Macek— 
Mr. TAVENNKR. Will you spell that name? 
Mr, CVETIC, Dr„ Vladko Macek, M-a-c-e-k, had mot with 
former Ambassador i-'otich--' 

Mr, TAVENNER. How do you spoil it? 

Mr, CVETICo P-o-t-i-c-h, in the United States, and that 
these individuals were working to overthrow the present govern- 
ment in Yugoslavia. He alleged that Fotich has worked as a 
British agent for more than 33 years. 

Dr. klore addressed those present as comrades, and referred 
to himself as a Communist Party member. He pointed out several 
times that it does not matter whether one is American or 
Yugoslavian, he should work as a Coiumunist and bear in mind that 
his entire responsibili-ty is to the Communist Party. 

Mr. TAVENNER. ' Let me stop you there a moment. In stating 
that his responsibility is to the Communist Party, how was his 
responsibility to this Government considered in relation to 
his alleged responsibility to the Communist Party? 

Mr. OVETIC, In the Communist Party, as long as I have 
been a member, a responsibility to this Government was never 
considered. Your responsibility was always to the Communist 
Party, and under Communist discipline you had to carry out the 
instructions of the Communist Party. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Then in case of a conflict of Interest 
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between the Communist Party and the United States, the pvimsirj 
allegiance was to the Communist Party? 

Mr, CVKTIOo That Is correct* 

Mr. TAVENNER. Continue, please. • 

Mr. CVETIC. Pero. Dragila also delivered an address echoing 
the sentiments of Dr. Zore. 

Mr, KEARNEY^ Mro Chairman, I hesitate to break in at this 
point, but in my own mind there is something that I think should 
be cleared upo When the witness says a responsibility to the 
Communist Party j» does the gentleman mean the Communist Party 
of the United States, the International Communist Party, the 
leadership of which, according to reports, is in Moscow, or Just 
what does the gentleman mean? 

Mro CVETIC. I will try to clarify this. Vie have a 
Communist Party in the UoS^A* In Communist Party meetings 
when we referred to the Communist Party, or to bringing 
Communism, we tiQYor referred to bringing Communism to one ' 
country, to one city, to one community^ or to one state. In 
Communist Party classes, in discussions, we always talked 
about bringing international Communism, working in the Communist 
Party to bring international Communism^ The responsibility of 
a Communist, when we talk about a Communist Party, is to this 
international Communist movement o 

Mr. KEARNP^Yo Where is tliat headed from? 

Mr, CVETIC, This is taken from the books on theory and 
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practice, and later in the taatimony, if I may, I will sub- 
stantiate that with excerpts from the teachings of Marx and 
Lenin which we have used in classes while I was in the Communist 

Party . 

Mr. KEARNEY. Where are yoxir orders taken from? 

Mr. CVEOIIC. Orders in this country have come down from 
the National Board of the Cormuuniat Party, USA. 

Mr, KEARMEY. Where do they take their orders from? 

Mr. CVETIC. As I mentioned before, I never attended 
meetings of the National Board of the Communist Party, USA, 
but the classes which were organized were organized with the 
authority of the National Board of the Communist Party, and 
these classes, based on the teachings of Marx and Lenin, were, 
without deviation, that we were working for an international 

Communist movement, 

Mr, TAVENNER. And is that taught to the rank and file of 
the Communist Party through the cells such as those you were a 

member of? 

Ilr. CVETIC. Yes, that is right. 

Mr. TAVENI^iR. I will ask you further questions about that 
later on in your testimony. You have told us that the same 
line of argument was made by Pero Dragila as that made by Dr, 

Ziore. Will you proceed? 

Mr. CVETIC. Following the discussion, Stave Nelson proposed 
the following conclusions, which were accepted by those in 
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attendance: 

First, the Aaerican Slav Cont^ress should be the Conuaanist 
Party's top organization in the United States, and it will con- 
tinue to vi'ork as a -nass organizationo 

Second, Leo Pisher, Daisy Lolich, and myself are assigned 
to be responsible for the work of the United Committee of South 
Slavic Americans in Pittsburgh; and Leo Bacich and Harry Justiz 
are to assume that CosLnittee ' s responsibility in New York. 

Upon Leo Fiaher'a opposition to the above conclusion, and 
that was in regard Zo himself, it was decided he should assume 
responsibility for the United Committee's work in Pittsburgh 
only until Anthony Minertch's return from Yugoslavia. 

The third conclusion was that the American Committee for 
Yugoslav Relief and the American Association for Reconstruction 
in Yugoslavia will continue on the present basis. 

Just prior to the adjournment of this meeting, the Canadian 
representative, Yardish, proposed that an organization somewhat 
akin to Amtorg be set up to handle transactions for machinery 
a;ad 30 forth for Yugoslavia* No decision was made concerning 
this suggestion, although it was mentioned that Harry Justi» 
should devote some of his own time to the considoration of same. 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 1:30 aom« June 22, 
1947, After the meeting Dr • Zore met with Steve Nelson and 
sharply criticized him for not exerting better discipline amongst 
the members of the Nationality Commission. 
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Mr, TAVENNER. Mr. Cvotic, you have -testified that Steve 
Nelson advised that the American Cormittee for Yugoalav Relief 
and the American Association for Reconstruction in Yugoslavia 
would continue on the present basis, ^eve these t^o organi- 
zations completely controlled by the Communist Party, USA? 

Mr. CVETICo Yea. While we had many non-Communist a fronting 
in these organizations, the policy for these organlzationa was 
discussed end decided upon at meetings of the Nationality 
Commission of the Communist Party, USAo 

Mr. TAVENI«a^. What was the attitude of the Nationality 
commission toward the Tito regime in Yugoslavia? 

Mr. CVETIG. You mean since the break with the Cominform? 

Mr. TAVENl^R. Yes. 

Mr. CVETIC. The Nationality Commlsalon, following this 
break, immediately organised a campaign attacking Tito as an 
"enemy of the people's democracy:" These attacks were carried 
into the lant;uage newspapers which the Communist Party con- 
trolled, into Political Affairs, which is the Communist press 
political outlet, and into the Daily and Sunday Worker. Tito's 
action and. break with the Cominform was branded as Titoism, and 
anyone who did not follow the now Communist line regarding Tito 
was branded a Titoite and expelled from the Party. 

Mr, TAVENNER. What happened of significance within the 
ranks of the Communist Party and its front organizations as a 
result of this complete turnabout in Party line regarding Tito? 
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Mr. CVETICc There was a serious rift among Americans of 
Yugoslav descent within the Communist Party, This breach has 
become so serious that the Commuaist Party has required its 
• leaders to speak out violently against Tito, 

These words were spoken by Steve Nelson at a meeting I 
attended recently in Pittsburgh, called' specifically for the 
purpose of oementiag the break within the Coa-nunist Party on 
this issue; "We must fitjht against Titoism wherever it rears 
its ugly headJ^ 

He elaborated by saying anyone who does not follow the 
Oominform line will be expelled frora the Party* 

Mr, TAVENiMER. Mr. Cvetic, other than the meeting held in 
. the Hotel Lincoln, to which you have testified, what other 
recent meetings v/era held by the Nationality Gonmission of 
the Communist Partyi and where were they held? 

Mr, CVETIC* I met with this Commission from 1944 up to 
1950 in New York, Pittsburgh^ Cleveland, Detroit, and Chicago, 
always before conventions of front organizations j> during con- 
ferences, and so on* The' Pittsburgh Commission, during 1944 
and 1945, met regularly in the offices of the International 
Workers Order, which at that time were located in the Columbia 
Bank Building, We also met in the offices of the Language 
Press at 1916 East Streets We met at 440 Wood Street, third 
floor. Since we used to meet there that building has been 
torn, downo Recently we have been meeting at 943 Liberty 
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Avenue and Ukranian Hall. South Side Pittsburgh, 
Mr,. TAVENHER. Vihat Is at 440 Wood Street? 
Mr. CVEyiC. At the time we met there one of the members 
of the Communist Party had a music store 'at that address and 
the third floor was used by the Communist Party in Pittsburgh 
for Party meetings. 

Mr. TAVUNNF-R. Who owned or operated that music store? 
Mr. GVETIC. George Dietze, 

Mr, TAVENt^TER. Was he a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. GVETIC. Yes, and still is. 
Mr. TAVENNER. What is at 943 Liberty Avenue? 
Mr a GVETIC. This same George Dietze operates an engraving 
shop on the second floor of 943 Liberty Avenue. Part of this 
building is used as a travel bureau, and the back part of 
his shop on the second floor is used as a meeting place for 
the communist Party. 

Mr. TAVENHER, When was the last meeting of the Pittsburgh 
Nationality Commission that you attended? 

Mr. GVETIC. The latter part of October or first part of 
November 1949. The Commission has not met since that time, 
because Steve Nelson, the chairman of the Pittsburgh Gommisaion, 
has been laid up with a broken lego 

Br. TAVENNER. Where was the last meeting held? 
Mr. GVETIC. The last meeting I attended was at 1916 East 
Street, the office of the Communist Language Press. This 
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meeting was called for the purpose .of setting up an American 
Yugoslav Defense Ccmniittee of the American Comniittee for Pro- 
tection of Foreign Born. 

Mr. TAVEKNERc Who attended this last meeting in October 

or November, 1949? 

Mr, GVETIC. This raseting was attended by Steve Nelson, 
the district organizer for the ConLT.unist Party in Western 
Pennsylvania; Mane Susnjar,- Leo Fisher, Tony Minerich, Calvin 

Brook,, and myself* 

ttr. TAVENNER. Can you give us the dates and places of other 
Nationality Comraiasion meetinga subsequent to the meeting at the 
Lincoln Hotel in New York? 

Mr. GVETIC. I can give you some prior to and subsequent 

to such dat3o 

Mr. TAVKHMER. Will you do that, please? 

Mr, GVETIC. During the summer of 1944 the ' Nationality 
commission met regularly in offices of the International Workers 
Order in the Columbia Bank Building, and also in offices of the 
communist Party in the Bake^ell Building in Pittsburgh, for 
the purpose of planning the national convention of the American 
Slav Gangresa. v^hich was scheduled to be held in Pittsburgh in 

September of that year. 

I attended, mo^t of these meetings as a member of the 
National Commission. Avrom Landy. 'who was in charge of the 
Nationality Commission for the Communist Party, made several 
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visits to Pittsburgh during' these iionths to help plan the work« 
Other Communist Party metabors . w>to helped plan the work for 
this convention, and wlio were specifically assigned to this work 
by the Comaunist Party, wwro the followingi 

Mary Pridhoff Urinsky, who at that time was the wife of 

George Ptrinsky. 

Helen Vrabel, who is now in New York and is the wife of 

Mike Saunders, 

Mike Hanusiak; Axithony Minerioh; Calvin Brook; Mane 
Susnjar; Pete Vukcevich; Milo Maniula; Agnea Vukoevlch, the wife 
of Pete; George Pirinsky; and myself. 

Fov this convention, the Communist Party in Western 
Pennsylvania also assigned Paulino Roth to help Mary Pirinsky 
set ap the technical work for the convention. 

At these meetings we hammered out Communist policy to be 
used at the American Slav Congress convention. 

Mro TAVENNER. When you say "we", you mean we of the 
Comnunist Party? . 

Mr. CVETIC. We of the Nationality Commission of the 
Communist ?artyo We discussed what resolutions would be pre- 
sented at the convention; we discussod the names of the various 
Party members who were to be proposed for offices in the 
American Slav Congress; we discussed statements that should be 
issued to the press in connection with the convention; we 
decided on the speakers who should be invited to the convention; 
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set up all the comnilttees and asaigned Communist Party membero 
to serve on the various comittees such as resolutions, nomina- 
tions, credentials, arrangements, and other convention committees. 
Mr. TAVENNKR. Was there anything that you of the Nationality 
Commission discussed at this policy-making meeting that was not 
realized at the American Slav Congress convention in September 

1944? 

Mr. CVETIC. Ho. We had absolute control of that convention. 
Every function of that convention, the directing of it, the 
carrying out of the policies, for the entire convention, was in 
the hands of Communist Party members. While there were non- 
Communists in attendance, the direction was in the hands of 
Communist Party members. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Go to the next meeting of the Nationality 

Corajiiisslon and tell us about that. , 

Mr. CVETIC. This meeting was held prior to the meeting I 
just reported in my testimony here, and that was in 1944 also. 
I met with the Nationality Commission of the Communist Party 
in Cleveland, Ohio. This meeting in Cleveland was held in the 
form of a caucus, or I should say several caucuses, during a 
meeting of the National Committee of the American Slav Congress, 
in the hotel where this meeting was being held. 

There were several caucuses held by the Nationality Commia- ' 
sion of the Communist Party during this Committee meeting, and 
these were led by Avrom Landy and attended by the following 
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Communist Party memberss George Firinsky, Leo Bacioh, Harry 
justia, Daniel Kasuatchik, Victor Sharenkoff, Mike Hanusiak, 
myself, and several others. 

Mr» TAVENNER. V/hat other raeotin^-s of the national 
Nationality Comrixission did you attend, other than those you 

have referred to? 

Mr. CVETIC. I would like to add to my testimony on thia 
Cleveland meeting that Avrora Landy called these caucuses, and 
I acted as messenger for Avrom Landy to tell the other mombera 
that this meeting would be held. 

Mr. TAVENIffiR. What o.thar tuoetings, in addition to these 
two, did you attend? 

Mr. CVETIC. I attended a mooting of the Nationality 
Commission at the office of the International Workers Order in 
New York in the latter part of 1948, This meeting, whioh waa 
called for the purpose of discussing policy in the American 
Slav Congress, the American Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Born, and the Language Press, was called by Arnold Johnson, who 
at that time was head of the Nationality Commission for the 
Communist Party, having replaced Stovo Kelson, who waa aont 
to Western Pennsylvania » 

Thia meeting was attended by : Abner Greon, Israel Amtor, 
George Pirinsky, Sam Wlilgrom, Harry Justiz, Leo Bacich, myself, 
and several others. 

Mr. TAVENNER, Who are the members of the Western Pannsyl- 
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vanla Nationality Conxmission? 

blTe CVETIC • Vrien I first bece.ie a iieraber of this 
CooxmisBion, Max Weiss, who was district organizer of the 
Communist Par*^y in Western. Pe-insylvm ia, was the head of this 
Cotnaisslon* I tvili add here that t;he district organizer of 
tne Communist ,^arty in a given district is als:> the head of 
the local Nationality Comoiwal 'Jn* He calls the meetingSo 

Mr. TAYLK.fER. The district Dr<sanizer of the Communist 
Party, whoever he may be, in Wostarn Pennsylvania, is auto- 
matically the chair.Tian of the Nationality Commission for Western 
Pennsylvania; Is that true? 

Mr. CVETIC. That is righto After Max Weiss left> Roy 
lUdaon became district organiser in Western Pennsylvania^ and 
he became head of the local Nationality Comniiselono 

In 194a ^teve Nelson was assigned as district organizer 
for Western Pennsyl rania, and since that time he has been chairman 
of the nationality Commission for Western Penxxaylvanla and has 
called the meetings <> 

Shall 1 add the names of the members of the local Commission 

to my testimony? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes. I should like to have the names of 
tne members of the V/estern Penxisyl vanla Kationality Commissione 

Mr, CVETIC* These are the members of the Western Pennsyl- 
vania NatioxvHllty GomLmisaion with whom I have met, and on many 
occasions: 
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9j:23^1S:l\JS:--y±^Jl^^ A.aV-xony Minerich; Prank Borlohj Arthur 
Bartx; Stove Ml.--ovi.ch; Pi>r-.. c Tradej; Leo Plsher; Mary Sunrak; 
Anna Devunich; aad Steve DavuiiioHo 

Serbian _Sicl_i2U: "ilo '^aiuli; Goorge WuchlnioUj Hane 
Suap,Jar; Charl33 Valck; Drago Xoatch; and Niek Baltioh. 

SloTEk Se. bioi; Calvin Brouk; John Rusln; and John Zuekar. 
Ukranlan ?.9ctlj?n; Mi'.ce Haaualak. 

Jewish seotlo n.1 Max Ja-iklas; Khe Strauss? aad Jack BegXer. 
Polish Sec tion; Joe Rudlakj Paul Kluvo, 
Mr. TAVEN.'T-:! . Mr, Cvefcic, are these people you have just 
named as beinj^ n^cmbers of the Nationality Comaisalon of Western 
Panuaylvania p^^eseatly merabers of the Nationality Conmlaaion? 
' Mro CVETICo I would aay every one with the exception of 
Abe btrause, ^ho has been transferred to Cleveland, OhlOo 

HPo TAV1-:K.IF.R. You testified that in 1944, soraetlnie in 
that year, you were told and directed to Join and take an active 
part in the ac'.ivities of the American Slav Congress In the 
Pittsburgh area J is that correct? 
Mr. CVETXC. Thixt is correct. 

Mrc TAVENNERo When did you first receive an office in the 
American Slav Gongreso? 

- Mr. CVETIC. I held a minor position with the American 
Slav Congress in Western Pennsylvania from 1944 ono However, 
m 1947 the Nationality Conunission directed that I be made the 
executive aecretaryo When these in.truetiona were received, I 
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was officially elected, at a meeting of the American Slav 
Congress Executive Commtttee, to serve as executive secretary • 

Mr. TAVENNER* Prior to the time you were made executive 
secretary, had you been appointed a delegate to the American 
Slav Congress? 

Mr* CVETIC. I went to the American Slav Congress in 1944 
as a delegate from the State, Coiinty and Municipality Pro- 
fessional Workers. This is now the UPOWA. 

BJr, TAVENNER. How were the appointed or selected as a 
delegate? 

Mr« CVETICo Again, in the Nationality Commission meetings 
I was asked to do my best to become a delegate to this conven- 
- tiono I went to ray union, spoke to the Communist Party members 
in it, and said that when we had our next meeting they should 
propose from the floor that I be a delegate to the next con- 
ventiono Thoy proposed me and I was elected* 

Mro TAVENHERo What was your union at that time? 

Mr, CVETICo It vms the union within the United States 
Employment Service in Pittsburgho 

Mr. TAVENNER. And the name of the union? 

Mro GVETIC. Local 196 of the State, County and Municipality 
Professional Workers of Americao 

At this convention in 1944 which I attended, I was elected 
a member of the National Committee of the American Slav Congress 
and served on the National Committee from that time xmtil the 
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present tlrae, and 1 am atill a member of tha National Committee. 

Mr. TAVENNER. You stated you were a member of th« State, 
County and Municipality Professional VJorkers? 
Mr. GVETIC. Yea, 

Mr. TAVENNER. When did you become a member of that union? 
Mr. GVETIC. Sometime in Septemb^^r 1941. 
Mro TAVENNER. Of what national organization was that an 

affiliate? 

Mr, CVETIC. At that time it was an affiliate of the CIO. 
we functioned in the United States Employment Service in Pitts- 
burgh'. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you kaow how that union was organized 

or formed, or had it been formed before you joined it? 

Mr. CVETIC. It was formed before I joined it. However, 
I was elected organizer for the union after I joined, upon 
instructions from the Communist Party. Some of the members, 
like Sidney Horwitz, sat down with me first and asked me to 
join. I was later asked to serve as organizer, and the 
Communist Party members supported me. That was before I became 
a member of the Communist Party. 

Mro TAVENNER. You have told us as a result of the pro- 
posal on the floor of the convention from that union, you were 
elected to a position within the Congress? 
Mr. CVETIC. That is correct. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Have you explained fully how you happened 
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tc run for that position, or not? 

lir. GVSTlCc I mentioned before we planned at tha Nationality 
Comaiasion meetings --and ttb held many of them before the 1944 
convention of the Ar.erican Slav Con^gt^ess-- the wrk of the 
convention ♦ At one of these Nationality Commission meetings it 
Tffas decided I shoal- ')e a member of the National Com.Tiittee, and 
my name was submitted at the convention and I became a member* 

Hr. TAVP-NTER* I have before me a copy of this committee's 
report on the American Slav Cont^;re3a and Associated Organiza- 
tions, dated June 26, 1949. and opposite page 24 there is a 
reproduction of a photograph, included in the Souvenir Journal 
of tne Third American Slav Congress Trhich was held In 1946, of 
tne officers and nationality vice presidents of the American 
Slav Congress elected in the 1944 convention^ Will you look 
at this photogra^oh, j,jlea3e, examine it, and tell us which of 
the persona appearing in the photograph Trere proposed by the 
Communist Party for their respective offices^r and not only 
those that 7?ere suggested by the Communist Party for those 
offices, but which of those were actually Communist Party members? 

Mr. GVETIC« I will first name the Communist Party members « 
The Communist Party members proposed and elected v?ere5 Zarko 
Buncich, Smeale Voydanoff, George Ptrinsky, Michael Tkach, 
Daniel Kasustchik, and Boleslaw Geberto 

In addition to these Communist Party members, we also 
supported Leo Krzyckl, George Buban, Joseph Martlneko In 
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regard to t.io lattor three I don't know whether or not they are 
members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Within the offices of the American Slav 
Congress, was there a Gomtaunist Party cell that met Independently 
of the Executive Committee of the American Slav Congress and 
which dictated the policies to any er.tent of the American Slav 
Congress? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. The policy that the Communist Party 
carried into the American Slav Congress was handed down by the 
head of the Nationality Coramlsaion of the Communist Party. 
This person, while I was a member of the Nationality Commission, 
was either Avrom Landy, Steve Nelson, Arnold Johnson, or 
George Plrinsky. It was handed down first from one of these 
national figures to the national Nationality Coinmiaoion, then 
to the local Nationality Commiasiona, and from there It was 
taken to the Executive Committee meetings of the American 
Slav Congress, both on a national and local level. 

Mr. TAVENiflSR. Who were the Party members from the Nationality 
Commission of the Communist Party who carried out the Communist 
Party dictates with reference to the policies to be adopted by 
the American Slav Congress? 

Mr. CVETIC. George Plrinslcy, Steve Krall, Charles Muzil, 
Harry Justlz, Leo Bacich. These are all Communist Party members, 
because I have attended Nationality Commission meetings of the 
Communist Party with theme 
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Mr. TAVENNEK. Were the majority of the tuetabers of the 
Nationality Commisaion of the Communist Party officers or 
directors of the American Slav Congress? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. I would say the majority of the members 
of the Nationality Commission were either office holders, members 
of the National Committee, or members of the Executive Committee 
of the American Slav Cont;ress. 

Mro TAVENi^lER. I believe you mentioned Boleslaw Oobort as 
one whose name appears in the paper I have shown you? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 
Hr» TAVENt^H. Is he a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 

Mr. TAYJJNNER.. You knew him as a Party member? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yeso 

Mr. TAYENilER. Mr. Chairman, the staff has information 
that Boleslaw Gebert was arrested and held for deportation as 
far back as February, 1933. While he was never deported, ho 
fled to Poland on the Batory on August 16, 1947. H© is now 
Polish Trade Union delegate to the United Nations. 

Mr. Cvetic, you referred also to the name of George 
Wuchinich. Do you know him as a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 

Mr, TAVENNER. How do you know that? 

Mr. CVETIC. Three or four years ago I was visiting In 
New York with George Wuchinich and we met with Steve Nelson to 
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dlscuaa policy reKardine the American Slav Corxgresa, We took 
a walk with Steve Nelson, and in the course of the conversation 
Steve Nelson told George Wuchinich that he should be a metaber 
of the communist Party, and after a little talk between Steve 
and George and myself, George Wuchinich asked Steve Nelson 

how he could Joino 

"Well," Steve said, "you should be one of the members at 
large because of your importance, and not a card-carrying member." 
Ho said. "AS a matter of fact, even Matt here should not know 
you are a member of the Party. So from now oh you will be a 
Communist Party member, but keep it to yourself ^ Only the 
three of us will know."' 

Since that time, George Wuchinich has become a member of 
the McKeesport Branch In Western Pennsylvania* 

Mro TAVENNER. V/hat business did you and George Wuchinich 
have in Hew York when you went there and met with Steve Nelson? 

Mr. CVETIC. I went there to discuss American Slav policy 
with George Pirlnsky, and George Wuchinich was with mo. While 
we were there we saw Steve Nelson. We met him near the office 
of the Communist Party* 

Mr. TAVENNER. What position did Wuchinich at that time 
have in the American Slav Congress in Western Pennsylvania? 

Mr. CVETIC . At that time he was active In some veteran 
organization, and he began working with me in the American 
Slav Congress. 



a r^igr . tysfa^ i mr'm i fimi-^rxei-zinr 



f 



72 

Mr, TiiVENiiER. Did he later^ succeed you as executive 
secretary of the Ajnerican Slav Congress in Western Pennsylvania? 
^ Mr. CVETIC. Yes, The way this came about, Roy Hudson ,^ who 
was the district organizer for the Goniniunist Party In Western 
Pennsylvania, asked nie to meet with him and George 7/uchinleh 
at the YMCA in Pittsburgh. We had lunch there. At that time 
Roy Hudson asked if I would bo willing to withdraw as executive 
secretary so George Wuchinich could succeed me* Roy said: "Sine© 
George Wuchinich is a veteran, he would not be subject to attacks" 
So I agreed to step aside* 

Mr. TAVKNJiER , ilr. Cvetic, on June 26, 1949, as I indicated 
a while ago, the Committee on Un-American Activities released 
a report on the American Slav Congress o Then the American 
Si'AV Cont^ress of Wet^tern Pennsylvania released the following 
statement: 

*^A't a special meeting today, the Executive Bos!? d 
of the American Slav Congress of Vvestern Pa», issued 
the following statement: 

»We conderrxn the House Un-American Activities Committee 
for its smears afvalnst our organization* This most recent 
attack, one of many in the past two years, is directed less 
against us than it is against all people, and In particular 
the Slavic Americans who work In the mills and mines -» 

>We remind Mr, John Wood, present Committee 
Chairman, just as we did his predecessors, Messrs. Rankin 
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and Thomas, that we have always supported the best 
interests of tne American people on every occasion. 

<Our organization in the past war was In the front 
line fighting to defend o\xr* country in the armed forces, 
as well as in industry. Several million sons and daughters 
of Slavic Americans sei^ved in the Army, Navy and Air Porco, 
the greatest si'nj--le group of any being the one million 
Polish Americans. 

* Today we are in the front line for peace and security - 
for the principles outlined by the late President Roosevelt 
in his t.;rand design of friendship with all nations of the 
world including the Soviet Uniono 
«We have not changed* 

'Look at the record of this TJn-American Committee p 
which is rightly named o During the war Messrs o Thomas 
and Dies spoke at Bundist meetings when our country was in 
mortal danger • 

^Traitors are pointing the finger at patriots > today* 
'Our record is open and clear • We stand for peace, 
progress and security ~ one world at peaceo'" 
That is signed Joseph Rudiak, President; Matthew Cvetic, Secretary* 
Would you tell us how this statement came to be drafted and drawn 

and signed? 

Mr, CVtT?IG. Yes. This statement was drafted after a meeting 
between Steve Nelson, George Wuchinlch, and myself o The actual 
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statement was drafted by George Wuchinich, 

Mr. TAVKKKER, What prompted the drafting of the stateiaent? 

Mr* CVETIC. It wasn't q\iite a question of promptiiigo We 
met almost daily with Steve Nelson since he came to Pittebiirgh, 
and as these attacks on the Communist Party would come out, we" 
would discuss what to dOo Once it would be to get out a state- 
ment fiinswering the^House Un-American Activities Committee, and 

I 

many of these answers woxild be in the nature of character 
assassinations; the next time it ^^ould oe to discuss, maybe,-. the 
mine strike sad Trhat the American Slav Congress would do in the 
mine strike, and so ono 

Mr, TAVENfffiR, In other words, the answer given by the 
American Slav Congress was actually prepai»ed by the Communist 
Party? 

Mr, CVEEIC. I can say this: Steve Nelson would come in 
the offices of the American Slav Congress in Plttsbiirgh and 
meet with us Just about daily, or meet with us across the street 
at Tambellin^s, 

Mr, TAVENNERo And that statement of the American Slav 
Congress was the Communist Party line on that subject? 
Mro CVETIC. That is correct o 

Mr, TAVENNER. At the present time, ^o are the officers of 
the American Slav Congress for Western Pennsylvania? 

Mr. CVETIC o At the p?esent time Joseph Rudlak is chairman 
and I am secretary-treasurer <> 
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Mr. TAVENNEli. You are secretary-treasurer? 

Mr. GVliTIG. Yea. 

Mr. WOODo How much funds have you got? 
I notice in this statement practically every former 
chairman of this committee was attacked. I wonder why they 
didn't go further and attach the present chairman? 

Mr. CVETIC. I think the reason for that is that in the 
last few mouths we haven't been able to raise many funds, and 
since I have become secretary I haven't been too active, 
especially in the last eight or ten months, so maybe that is 
the reason there haven't been too many attacks in the last 
eight or ten months. 

Mr. V.'OOD. Is the Communist Party line of smearing 
members of this committee carried into other Communist front 
organizations as it was carried into the American Slav 

Congress? 

Mr. CVETIC. Oh, yea. I don't have all my notes here, 
but I have attended conferences of the American Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born and other front organizations, 
and the major part of the conferences was taken up smearing 
the FBI, Jo Edgar Hoover, the House Un-American Activities 
Committee, and individual chairmen of this committee. 

Mr. KEARNEY, In other words, you smeared everybody who 
didn't agree with you? 

Mr. CVETIC. That is right. I read the Pittsburgh news- 
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papers this aorning, and I am gattlng a little of that myself. 

Mr, TAVENNER. I will aalc you additional questions about 
these other Coa-Tiunist front organizations when we arrive at 
that stage of your testimony. You spoke of Joseph Rudialc. Ho 
was one of those wbo signed that statement. 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 

Mr, TAVENfTl-.R. Was he a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. He is a manbar now. 

Mr. TAVENIIER, Was he a member at the time that answer to 
this cormulttea was made? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 

Mr. TAVEinffiR. How do you know him to be a member of the 

Gomauniat Farty? 

Mr. CVETIC. I have attended many policy-making meetings 
of the Corarnunlst Party with Joseph Rudiak. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. Cvetic, you spoke at length about the 
American Slav ConBresso What other organizations does the 
Communist Party control in your area? 

Mr. CVETIC. The front organizations that tlie Communist 
Party actually has control of in the Pittsburgh area are the 
following: The Labor Press Committee; the American Committee 
for Protection of Foreign Born; the International Workers 
Order; Civil Rights Congress; Progressive Party in Pittsburgh; 
Croatian Council; Serb Vidovdan Council; and Language Press. 
1916 East Street, Pittsburgh. 



77 

In addition^ there ara ort.anizations where we have soma 
influence. 

Mr. TAVENl>rRR» You mentioned the Creation Councils la 
that the fuXl narae of that organization? 

Mr. GVETIC; Noo It is tho National Council of Americans 
of Croatian Descent, 

Mro TAVENNER. Could you list for ua also organizations 
which the Communist Party at one time controlled, but which 
have since been dissolved or abandoned? 

Mr* GVETIC. Yes, two: American Committee for Yugoslav 
Relief and the United Committee of South Slavic Americans, and 
I have been active in both, through the Nationality Commlaoion 
of the Communist Partyo 

Mr* TAVENNEK. In other words, the Communist Party con- 
trolled them through the means you have mentioned? 

Mro CVETIC. That is right. 

Mr, TAVENNER. Were you a member of the Labor Press Committee? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes* 

Mr. TAVENNER, What were the functions of the Labor Press 
Committee? 

Mro GVETIC. The Labor Press Committee in Western Pennsyl- 
vania was a front committee set up by the Communist Party la 
Western Pennsylvania for the specific purpose of organizing 
affairs such as picnics, raffles, and other money-raising 
activities for the Communist Party and for the Sunday and Dally 
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Worker. 

ttr, TAVICNUER. They worked actively in obtaining sub- 
scribers for the Daily and Sunday Worker? 

Mr. CVLTIC* Our activity was to raise money for the Sunday 
and Daily Worker, We were a money -raising groupe 

Mr, TAVENNER • Can you give us some idea of the financial 
assistance the Labor Press Committee gave the Daily Worker or 
Sunday Worker through the activity of that Committee? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes* ft-e were instrumental several times in 
raising ^8,000 or ^10,000 in Western- Pennsylvania for the Daily 
and Sunday Worker through raffles and picnics and so fortho 
We set up this Committee in the Communist Party office, with 
Communist Party members as members of the Committee *> 

Mr. TAVENNER. This $8,000 or ^10^000 you raised was raised 
over what period of time? 

Mr* CVETIO* A one-year period. One year we raised aroiind 
§8p000 or $10,000» Another year we raised around $7,000. Last 
year we raised |3,000 or ^4,000. I would say in about five years 
we raised between $25,000 and $30,000 through this Committee • 
Hro TAVENNER* How was it distributed? 

Mr, CVETIC. It was prorated. Some went to the national 
office, some to the district office, and some to the Daily and 
Sunday Worker o 

Mr. TAVENWER. Did you hold an office on this Committee? 
Mro CVETIC. Tes. In the past five years I have served 
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aa ohalnaan and as secretary of tnis Committee. 

(Mr. Wood leaves and Mr. McSweenoy presides.) 

Mr. TAVENNER. Can you give us the names of other known 

Communist Tarty members who have served on the Lahor Press 

Committee, to your Icnowledge? 

Mr. CVETIC. Mike Hanuaiak; Ben Careathers; Pat Gush; Tom 

Pitzpatrlck. 

Mr. TAVENNKR. Who is Tom Pitzpatrlck? 

Mr. CVETIC. He is a member of the United Electrical Workers 

in Pittsburgh. 

Mr, TAVENNER. Was he at one time president of District 6 

of the UE? 

Mr. CVEPIG. Yes, that is the same Tom Pltapatriok. 

Mr. TAVENNER. The same man? 

Mr, CVETIC. The same man. 

Mr. TAVENNER. How do you know these persons were members 
of the Communist Party, Including Tom Fitzpatrlck? 

Mr. CVETIC. I have attended Communist Party meetings with 
these individuals many times, and when I say Communist Party 
meetings I am not talking about mass rallies where you would 
see sometimes Communist Party sympathizers; 1 am talking about 
meetings called only for Communist Party members, either District 
Committee meetings, meetings of top functionaries, meetings of 
the i'inance Committee of the Communist Party, and so on, 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did Tom Pltapatriok attend any meetings of 
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ta© type you have described? 

Mr. CVETIC, Tom Fitzpatrlck at one time was a member of tho 
Diatrict Cooraittee of the Conniunist Party, and I have aeen him 
at taany Diatrict Coji-nittee meetings, 

Mr» TAVENHER* During what period of time? Can you be more 
specific about the period of time? 

Kr. CVETICo I would say during the last six years at 
various times I have attended Communist Party meetings isrlth Tora 
Pit zpatrickc Tom Fitzpatrick: often laado reports on the 
activities of the Conmunist Party members in UE, and reported 
the progress they were makinga 

Mr. TAVENTO^R^ He made reports of that kind at meetings you 
attended? 

Mr, GVETIG, Yeso 

Mrc TAVENNEH. Were his reports encouraging as to the 
advancement of Communism in the UE? 

Mro GVETIC. I guess at times they were enoouraglngo 
Irrespective of ho^ encouraging the reports were, the Communist 
Party conclusions at every District Committee meeting always 
lined out more work for the members, irrespective of whether 
the reports were encouraging or discouraging. Sometimes th©y 
were a criticicitti c^ the report o 

Mr. TAVENInJER. Mr* Chairman, the Tom Pitapatrick just 
mentioned by Mr* Gvotic was a witness before this committee 
on August 10, 1949, at which time he refused to answer questions 
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regarding his affiliations with the Gotomunist Party, which you 

will probably recall. 

Mr. Cvetic, you mentioned Pat Gush. Tell us soraething 
about hitu. Is ho a aomber of the Gotamuniat Party? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. He is one of the oldest members of the 
Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania, and at present Is 
principally used as a fronter more than anything else. He is 
not active ut the present time. 

Mr= TAVENNER, Is his full name Emmett Patrick Gush? 

Mr, CVETIC. leso 

Mr. TAVENt^R. Who is Ben Careathers? 

MTo CVETIC. Ben Careathers heads the Negro Commission of 
the Communist Party in Pittsburgh. 

Mi:. TAVENNER. What la his occupation, do you know? 
Mr. CVETIC o Formerly he operated a store in the Hill Dis- 
trict in Pittabvi-tsho 

Mr. TAVENNER. What kind of store was it? 
Mr. CVETIC. A confectionery store, and he also sold 
Ccmnunist Party books and literature there. I do knotr this, 
he was partially subsidized in his work as head of the Negro 
Commission. I don't know to what extent. 

Mr. TAVENNER. By subsidized you mean he was paid something 
for the effort he was putting in for the advancement of Conx^unlam? 
Mr. CVETIC. That is right. 
.Mr. TAVENNER* You spoke about the American Committee for 
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Protection of Foreign Bom as being one of those organizations 
controlled by the GoDmuntst Party. Were you ever a meniber of 
that organization? 

Mr. CVETIGo Yes, I was, and still am a member of the 
National Board, so elected at the last two conferences, 

Br. TAVENI4ER. You are a member of the National Board of 
that organization? 

Mro GVETIG. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yftiat was the function of this Committee? 
Mr, GVETIG. Tnls Committee, for the most part, carried 
on legal defense for Communist Party members who were arrested 
for deportation* When I say for Communist Party members, at 
a meeting Abner" Green once told me that 66 of the 67 persons 
arrested for deportation up to that time were Communist 
Party members. He told me that in a little coffee clutcho 
And the other person, whom they did not defend, had some reason 
other than political why he was being deported, and the Committee 
did not interest themselves in his welfare* 

Kr. TAVENNER* So that this organization, known as the 
American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, actually 
meant for the protection of foreign born Communists? 

Mro CVETIGo I would say so. All the pamphlets and bulletins 
of theirs which I secured, and which I turned over to the FBI, 
were defending some Communist* They were not interested in a 
foreign born unless he was a Communist. If you were a Gommixnist 
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and arraated for deportation, they immodiately went to your 
defense and raised funds JTor you. 

Mr. TAVENHER. Can you recall any instance in which this ' 
Aruerioan Committeo for Protection of Foreign Born protected any 
foreign born person who was not a Communist, or endeavored to 

protect him? 

Mto GVETIG. I recall of no such instance. We raised a lot 
of money for Gerhart Eisler; we raised money for George Pirlnalcy; 
and recently we raised money, for Pranlc Borich. I don't know 
what the status of his case la. 

Mr, TAVENNER* Tell us about your experience in raising 
money for that organization? 

Mr. CVETIC. Honey for that orfeanizatlon was usually raised 
by mass rallies, sellinfc booklets and pamphlets, and so on. 
We would hold agitatioual meetings, and at these meetings wo 
would stress the importance of the attack on the foreign born, 
and that the immigration authorities are trying to deport all 
the foreign born, and we would be able to raise some money out 
of the people who attended the meetings » 

I would like to add this, because I think it is important. 
I mentioned I attended many conferences and meetings of this 
Committee. Another purpose that it served was as an agitational 
body. We distributed leaflets and booklets, most of which 
attacked the immigration authorities, FBI, House Un-American 
Activities Committee, and so on. 
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Mr. TAVEmffiPt. bo it Tras the same old Party line brought 
down through Communist sources^ and channels to this organiza- 
tion icnoYfn as the American Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Born? 

Mr. CVETIC, That is right. 

Mr. TAVLKNER. Can you identify for the committee other 
members of the American Committee for Protection of Foreign 
Bom known to you to be members of the Communist Party? 

Hr, CVETIC, Recently we have set up an American Yugoslav 
Defense Committee- This is a subcommittee of the American 
Committee for Protection of Foreign Borno I was made chairman 
of this new Committee, Mary Borich was made secretary, and Mane 
buanjar was m^de treasurer* 

Hr. TAVENt^ER. You say that is a new organization? 
Mr* GVETIC, Yes. We Just organized it about thr©© months 
agOo 

Mr, TAVKNUER. How is it getting along? 

Mr. GYETIC. I don't know. We raised about $250 up until 
the* day I left Pittsburgh, 

Mr. TAVKNNER. Proceed with the purposes and functions of 
that new organization. 

Mr. CVETIC. The main purpose of this particular organiza- 
tlon was to defend Communist Party members of Yugoslav descent 
helng held for deportation. At the most recent meeting of the 
Committee we considered transferring the center of this Committee 
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to New York City, because we felt they could build it oiore 

rapidly • 

Mr. TAVKNNER. You testified that you are a member of the 
National Board of the American Committee for Protection of 
Foreign Born? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNEH- Can you name other members of the National 
Board of the American Gom.mittoe for Protection of Foreign Born? 

Mr. CVETIC* Well, I know Abner Green, the executive secre- 
tary, very well, as a member of the Gomnunist Party. As a 
matter of fact, on one occaaion he sent me a lotter, which I 
submitted to the FBI, asking me to arrange a meeting with Steve 
Nelson for him. Abner Green did attend meetings of the 
Communist Party- 

I know M* Y. Steinberg of Pittsburgh, chairman of the panel 
on legal defense, to be a member of the Com.niHiist Party, because 
I have attended Communist Party meetings with Mr* Steinberg in 
Pittsburgh. 

Mr. TAVENNERc When were you elected to the National Board 
of this organization? 

Mr. CVETIC. I was elected at the last two conferences. 
The most recent was in December 1949. It was held in Detroit* 

Mr. TAVENiffiR. You mentioned the International Workers Order 
as another one of these organizations that was under the control 
of the Communist Party? 
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Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 

Hr. TAVENl^. Were you a memt^er of that organUation? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Lid you hold any position or office in it?- 

Mr. CVETIC. No, I didn't, 

Mr. TAVENl^R. Viere there known Communist Party members in 
that organisation, that is, known to you to be members of the 

Communist Party? 

Mr. CVETIC » I would rather answer by saying who were the 
icnown communist Party organizers in the Pittsburgh area who 
held on-ice in the organization: Nick Baltlch; Mike Hanusiak; 
Helen Vrabel, she is now in New York; Steve Mirokovlch; and 

John Ziuskar. 

Mr. TAVENNER. They were Communist Party members? 
Mr. CVETIC. All of those i mentioned, yes. 
Mr. TAVENNER. Does the International Workers Order give 
insurance benefits to its members? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Tell us the functions of that organization. 
Mr. CVETIC. Well, it is an insurance organization built 
on -a fraternal base. As I say, all the organizers I ever met 
are Communist Party members. Some of the meetings I attended, 
after the business of collecting dues and so on was through, 
the organizer, if he was in the district, would meet with the 
members, and the meeting would not be adjourned, and talk on 
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some topic that the Coiaiaunlst Party wanted taken Into that 
particular oranch of the IWOo 

Mr. TAVISNNER. What attitude did the Conraunlst Party take 
towards having its^ members join that organization? 

Mr^ GVETIC. While it vms not a prerequisite, they expected 
you to become a member and become active in the IWO» 

Mr* TAVENNER. Vvere you acquainted with the national 
organizers of that organization? 

Mr. CVETIC. I met some of the officers and organizers^ 
and, again, every one I met were Comraunist Party members « 
I mentioned Leo Bacich. I will mention now for the first time 
John Middleton, And in previous testimony I mentioned some 
officers and national organizers of the IWO* 

Mr, TAVENNER. Do you know anything about funds of this 
organization that have been built up as a reserve in its 
insurance fund? 

Mr» CVETIC* In what way do you mean? 
Mr, TAVENNER. Do you know tho amount? 

Mro CVETIG* Aroxmd 26 million dollars. I don't know the 
exact amount, I know they have quite a big reserve. 

Mr* TAVENNER. Has that organization aided in a financial 
way any of the operations of the Communist Party, to your 
knowledge? 

Mr. OVETICo One way that they do help is by taking large 
space ade in the Communist Party controlled newspapers* Another 
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way is, when there are publications for any conveations or 
cooferencea they take large ads In those publications. 

One© when I was ready to go to Hew York to attend a 
meeting of the Nationality Conmission, I met with bteve Nelson 
in Pittsburgh the day before I left, and he said to ma; "vmen 
you get to New York ^et hold of Sam Milgrom and ask Mm if he 
ean let you have a thousand dollars, that we need it down here," 

When I got to New York I mentioned it to Sam Milgrom, who 
is an officer of the lY.'O, and he said he would take it up, but 
he didn't give me the money. Whether the money got to Pittsburgh 
or not, I don't know. 

Mr. TAVENi^tR. yth&t position did Sam Milgrom hold in the 

IWO? 

Mr, CVETIG. I don't know his exact position, but ho 
worked in the offices of the IWO in New York. 

Mr. TAVENi^ER. Is he a Communist JParty member? 

Mr. GVETIC Yes. I attended Communist Party meetings 

with Sam Miljirom. 

Mr. TAVEKNER. Mr, Chairman, information is in the files 
of this committee that the Sa.n Milgrom just mentioned by MTo 
Cvetio was arrested in June 1952 on a warrant issued by the 
Secretary of Labor. A warrant of deportation was issued, as 
amended, on August 29, 1955, to provide for the deportation of 
this individual to the Soviet Unionl The Soviet Union has 
never authorized the return of this individual, and he remains 



89 



in this country as a registered alien. 

Mr. Ghairnian, we are at a point now of going into the 
Civil Rights Congrees. It would probably be a caiatake to 
break in the caiddlo of it. There is one thing X would like 
to ask the witness, in any event. 
Mr. McSlNEENEY, Very well. 

Mr. TAVKNittlR. You spoke of the Civil Rights Congreaa as 
■ being another one of the organizations over which the Communist 
Party exercised control. Were you a member of it? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENiiL;R. Did you ever hold office in it? 
Mr. CVETIC. I was a member of the Civil Rights Congress 
in Pittsburgh and a member of the Executive Corainitte© there. 
A3 a matter of fact, I helped organize the Civil Rights Congress 
there. This Civil Rights Congress in Pittsburgh was set up 
after three or four jr eliminary meetings called by the district 
organizer of the Communist Party. These meetings were held in 
Hyman Sciilesslnger ' s office. 

Mr. TAVENNER. At those meetings, were plans made for the 
organizatipn of the Civil Rights Congress? 
Mr. CVETIC. That is right, 

Mr. TAVENNER. Could you identify for us the present 
officers of the Civil Rights Congress in the Pittsburgh area 
who are known to you as .members of the Communist Party? 

Ur. CVETIC. Milo Mamula is the secretary in Pittsburgh. 
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Mr, TAVENNER. la he a lawyer? 

Mr, CVETIC^ No. He runs a travel agency. One of the 
fortaer secretaries was Theresa Turner^ the wife of Andy Onda» 
She is a Comrounist Party member and he is also a Communist Party 
member, responsible for steel concentration work in Western 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr« TAVENNER* I Trill ask you more about the steel concen- 
tration work later. Vi/hat is the position held by Andy Onda? 

Mr. OVETJIG. He is in charge of steel concentration in 
Western Pennsylvania for the Communist Fartyo 

Mr* TAVENNER. Have you named all the officers of the Civil 
Rights Qoni^-^&QQ in the Pittsburgh area at this time who are known 
to you to be members of the Communist Party? 

Mr» CVETIG* No. Miriam Schults served- as secretary at 
one time. And Tom ^uinn was a member of the Executive Gommitte© 
and served as chairman of this Committee. Ho Y» Stelnbergj 
and Ben Gareathers, were also members. The Civil Rights Congress 
in Pittsburgh has about the same participants as the Labor 
Press Committee. It functions with about a half dozen assigned 
Communist Party members. I didn't mention myself. I was a 
member of this Committee too. 

Mr. McSWEENET: I want to ask one question interesting to 
me as an old school teacher, you said you held a meeting in 
the Fifth Avenue School. Was it announced as a Communist Party 
meeting? 
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Mr, CVETIC. Yea. 

Mr. McSWEEHEYo And the Board of Education pertoltted it? 

Mr. GVETIC. Oh, yea. It was advertised as a Communist 

Party meeting. 

Mr, McSWEENEY. That is a rather unusual departure » 
Mr. CVETIG. We hold Goomuniat Party meetings in Pittsburgh, 
that is, mass rallies, at the Fifth Avenue Schooi and at the 
A. Leo Waihl school, and in the Horth Side Carnegie LiDrarie. 
Mr. MoSWEENEY. Did you do it in other cities that you 

recall? 

Mr . CVETIC . I was on most of the arrangements in Western 

Pennsylvania. Our district Commltte© met many times In the 
lecture room of the North Side Carnegie Library in Pittsburgh. 
Another place we met was the Knights of Pythias Hall. North 

Side. 

One of the last meetings I attended, which was actually 
a meeting of the top Communist functionaries to diacuaa the 
Sunday and Daily Worker was in the Port Pitt Hotel, but that 
was advertised as a Labor Commltteo meeting. I was the doorman 
and my instructions were not to let anybody in but Communist 

c 

Party members. 

Mr. McSWEENEST. That is carrying democracy pretty far to 
permit the holding of Communist Party meetings in the schools. 

Mr. TAVENNEH. In your earlier testimony you referred to 
Israel Amter. The committee files, while they contain many 



92 

references to Cotaniuniat participations on tits part^ contain no 
reference to participations by him since the middle of 1948* 
The reason for this was understood by the staff to be because 
of his death, but there is no official record in our files of 
his deaths Do you know, or is it your understanding, that 
he is now living or is he deceased? 

Mr» CVETICo I will have to answer that I have no absolute 
knowledge or proof that he Is either living or deado I haven't 
had contact with him since the meeting of the IWO in Now Yorkp 
and I do not have knowledge that he is deceased, 

KLr. McSViEENEY: The committee will recess until ton o'clock 
tomorrow morning • 

(Thereupon, at 4:30 p,m» on Tuesday, February 21^ 1950^ 
a recess was taken until 10;00 aotUo on Wednesday, Pebruai^ 22^ 
1950 
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Wednesday, February 22 p 1950 

UHITED STATES HOUSE OP REPRESEHTATIVESp 

SUBCOHMITTEE OP THE 
COMMITTEE OH UH-AHERIGAN ACTIVITIES, 

Washiogtonp Do C» 

PUBLIC HEARIIG 
Morning Seasion 

The subcommittee met, pursuant to adjournment, at lOsOO 
a.m. in room 225, Old House Office Building, Washington, D. Co, 
Hon* Francis E. Walter presiding^ 

Committee membora present: Pvepresentatives John So Wood 
(arriving as indicated), Francis Eo Walter, John McSweenoy, and 
Bernard W« Kearney (arriving as indicated). 

Staff members present'. Prank 3. Tavenner, JPo, counsel; 
Louis Jo Russell, sonlor investigator; Donald To Appelip 
William A* Wheeler, and Courtney Owens, investigators; John 
W. Garrington, clerk; Benjamin Mandel, director of research; 
and A. So Poor©, editor. 



Mro WALTER. The committee will come to order o 
Mr, Gvetic has been sworno You may proceed c 
TESTIMONY OP MATTHEW CVETIG (Resumed) 
Mr. TAVENKERo Mro Cvetic, we were talking yesterday about 
the American Committee for Protection of the Foreign Born- We 
have a letterhead here bearing date December lip 1948, which 
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gives the naruea of the chairman aiul certain officers and aponeoPBp 
but It does not give the names of the directors of that or- 
ganization « Will you look at it? 

Mr- CVETIC. Yes. 

Mr, TAVENNER. You testified yesterday about the names of 
some of the directors? 

Mr. CVET?IC- Yes. 

Mr, TAVENNER, And those persons named by you were members 
of the Cotumunist Party? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes* 

Mr* TAVKWlffiR, Do you know why the names of the directors 
were left off the letterhead? ^ 

Mr* CVETIC, I couldnH give any reason why, because after 
this conference a letter was sent out by the American Gommltto© 
for Protection of Foreign Born listing the elected board members o 

Mro TAVENNER, Mr. Gvetic, are you a member of the Pro- 
gressive Party in Pennsylvania? 

Mr- GVETIC • Yes, I am. 

Mr. TAVENNER, You have listed the organizations in Western 
Pennsylvania which you claimed were under the control of th@ 
Communist Party, and among them you listed the Progressive 
Party? 

Mr. CVETIC. That is righto 

Mr. TAVENNER. Will you explain the influence that the 
Communist Party has in the Progressive Party in Western 
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Ponnsylvania? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes, I will be glad to do that* I will speak 
for Western Pennsylvania where I was a member of the committee 
of the Progressive Party, 

In Western Pennsylvania the Communist Party has fiinotloning 
what ia known as a Political Commission^ which is responsible 
for carrying the Communist Party line into the Progressive Party. 
This Commission's function is the same as the Nationality 
Commission or the Negro Commission* In other words ^ member of 
the Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania who have been 
assigned to work in the Progressive Party meet regularly to dis- 
cuss the policies and the line that is to be taken into the Pro- 
gressive Party « 

At one time --and this was prior to the 1948 elections -- 
Dave Grant, Communist Party organizer in Western Pennsylvania, 
and who is now organizing for the Communist Party in the United 
Electrical Workers' cell of the Communist Party--I want to point 
out he is not an organizer for the United Electrical Workers p 
but for the Communist Party in the United Electrical Workers* 
cell of the Communist Party--headed this Political Commission* 
I know that because I met with him regularly to discuss policy « 
At the present time the Commission is headed by Steve Nelson, 
who is the district organizer of the Communist Party in Western 
Pennsylvania^ 

»!*• TAVENHER. You stated there was a Political Commission 
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that endeavored to determine the policy of the Progressive 
Party? 

Mr, CVETIC* That is correct, 

Mr. TAVENNER. At the Inception of the organization of the 
Progressive Party, what part did the Communist Party play? 

Mr. CVETIG. The first knowledge I had that wo were going 
to try to organize a now party in the United States was back 
in 1946, the fall or winter of 1946. William Z. Poster came 
to Pittabvirgh and addressed a mass meeting called by the 
Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania. 

At this titae the United States was demobilized after the 
war, and the two highlights of William Z. Poster's speech were, 
he started attacking the war-makers in the United States, and 
made statements to the effect, "they will never beat down the 
Soviet Union and so on so they might aa well forget about It," 
(Mr. Kearney arrives o) 

Mr. y/ALTER. Will yoxA fix the date? 

Mr„ CVETIC. In the fall or winter of 1946. it was the year 
before we organized the Presidential campaigns for 1948. It 
could have been in November or December. 

The socond high point of William Z. Poster's speech was, 
he stressed the importance of building a new people's party in 
the United States, and said that the Communist Party ahould work 
with an aim to becoming a part of this new people's party. 

Mr. TAVENHER. Then this Political Commission of the Communist 
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Party was formed? 

Mr, CVETIC. That ia rights 

Mr* TAVEmfER. Who were the members of that Political 
Commisalon? 

Mr. CVETIC. I mentioned Dave Grant and Steve Nelson, who 
headed this Commission at one time. In addition to them^ Alex 
Wright, who ia now director of the Progressive Party in Pitts- 
burgh, was head of this Commissiono George Wuchlnioh was a 
member of this Commission • liila Mamula was a member of this 
Comuissiono Mo Y. Steinberg was also a member of this Commission^ 
Pearl Griffin, who is v/orking now as secretary in the Pro- 
gressive Party office in Pittsburgh, was, a member of this 
Commission* These are some of the members. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did the members of that Political Commission 
receive instructions from any source as to their connection with 
the Progressive Party? 

Mr. CVETIC. At meetings of the District Committee of the 
Communist Party, the Progressive Party, once it was organized, 
was always on the agenda, and blanket instructions were issued 
to all Cormuunist Party members to Join the Progressive Party, 
Then when the Progressive Party was organized ^ the line was at 
that time apA is still at the present time, that the Progressive 
Party is one of our big concentration points o 

Take, for- example, in Western Pennsylvania today, at the 
most recent functionary meeting of the Communist Party Instruo- 
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tlona were issued to everybody to register as members of the 
Progressive Party* I dorx''t know how successful they have been. 
I know I didn't take time to register p but I know some Communist 
Party members did register as a result of those Instructions p 

Mr. WALTER o V/ould you say the Communists in the area with 
which you are acquainted are all members of the Progressive 

Party? 

Mr. CVETICo Yie only started registering this year because 
we were not a party on the ballot before, but I would say yes, 
they are all members of the Progressive Party o 

Mr. TAVKNNER. Do you know the approximate membership of 
the Progressive Party in Western Pennsylvania? 

Mr. CVETIC. At the last election we voted four thousand 
votes o I would say that this would represent about the Pro- 
gressive Party strength in Western Pennsylvania* 

,Mr. TAVENNER* V/hat is the approximate membership of the 
Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania, if you know? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes, I know. At the last report given by the 
district secretary of the Coramiinist Party in Western Pennsylvania, 
his figure9--and these are his figures— were approximately 550 

members * 

Mr. WALTER. Is a list kept of the membership in the 

Communist Party? 

Mro CVETIC. I testified yesterday that since 1948 all 
lists and records were ordered destroyed by the Communist Party 



99 

for security reasons* 

MPc Y^ALTER, Were they actually destroyed? 
Mr, GVETIC* Membership cards were ordered destroyed* 
Office records were destroyed. The club secretaries of the 
Communist Party were ordered not to keep any written records- 

For example, this year when we registered a membership we 
didn't use any names, just numbers. When I registered the members 
In my club, instead of saying, for example, that I am a member, 
and use my name Matthew Cvetic, I would use No* 1 and give my 
occupation, age, and so on. No Party cards were Issued. 
Mr* WALTER. Where were the records destroyed? 
' Mr. CVETIC. My own records I turned over to the PBI« In 
the Communist Party office I presume some were burned^ but I 
had no part in destroying these records or anything* 

Mro WALTER. You didn't witness their destruction? 
Mtc cvetic. I did not. 

Mi*. TAVENNER. You stated you turned your records over to 
the FBI? 

Mr* cvetic . Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you on pay by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation for your services in your undercover work? 

Mr. CVETIC. - Yes, I was a paid vindercover agent for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Vvhat officers of the Progressive Party in 
Western Pennsylvania are members of the CommLinlst Party? 
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Mr. CVETICo Well, I mentioned Alex Wright and Pearl Qrlffln, 
who are now the officers there* Some of the other members of 
the Progressive Party who are Communist Party members and active 
on the Commiasion ares Nick Lazarls, who Is an organizer for 
the Hotel and Restaurant Workers; I also mentioned Milo Mamula 
and Qeorge VJuchinlch before « 

Mr, WALTER. Who conducted the registration of the Party 

members? 

Mr. GVETIC. That is always in the hands of the district 
secretary. He issues the instructions. At the present tlmep 
the instructions go to the section secretaries of the sections o 

Mr. WALTER. Who is the district secretary? 

Hro GVETIC. William Albertson* 

Mr. WAiJTER. And do you know the names of the section 

secretaries? 

Mr. GVETIC. Not all of them* The section I belong tOp 
John Vidmar was the section secretary. He would get the in- 
structions from V/iiliam Albertson. Then Vidmar would call a 
meeting of the section committee. I was a member of the section 
committee by virtue of the fact I was organizer for one of the 

sections. 

Mr. WALTER. Have you given us the names of the section 

committee? 

Mr. CVETIG. I gave the names, but not as the section committee 

I can go into that if you wish me tOo 
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Ur. WALTER. Yea. What .1 aii trying to develop Is the 
exact organization, 

Ur. GVITriC. In the section of ^rhich I was a member, there 
was John Vidmar. Ee was the secretary o Joe Mankin was the 
chairman of the section, or the organizer. 

Mr. TAVEmER. Will you spell that name, please? 
Mr* CVETIC, Yes. M-a-n-k-1-no In addition to being the 
organizer for this section, he ytas also assigned to operate 
the cell of the Gotamunist Party in the Hotel and Restaurant 
Workers , 

Then there ^as Jack Sartisky* He was the head of the UE 
cell, the United Electrical Workers cell, of the Communist Party 
in the Korth bide. He was a member of the section committee o 

Then there was Daisy Lolich Bartl. She was a member o And 
Hamp Golden, who was in charge of the cell of the Commxmlat 
Party in the Heinz Company plants was a member of the aectlon 

conmittee % 

The other member was Arthur Bartl, and he was in charge 
of the cell of the Communist Party at the Croatian Press at 
1916 East Street. This was the section committee • 

Mr» KEARNEY • Are they all members now? 

MTo GVETIC. Yes. I attended meetings with them as late 
as last October or Novembero 

Mr. WALTER, I notice in the names you mention there are 
a large number of foreign names. Vo you know whether or not 
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all those people are American citizens? 

Mr* CVETIC. I testified yesterday some were not. Some 
were cited for deportation in the past. Counsel here did develop 
that, 

Mr, WALTER. Excuse meo 

Mr, TAVENIffiR, Mr. Cvetic, did you attend any meetings of 
t:ie Progressive Comniittse within the Communist Party at which 
policy was discussed? 

Hro CVETIC. Yes, I sat in many policy-making meetings in 
the Communist Party where policy in the Progressive Party was 
discussed, I mentioned before that at every functionary or 
District Committee meeting in 1948, the Progressive Party was 
discussed, and the Progressive Party was one of the main things 
on the agenda of Communist Party miDetingSi. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you also have conferences with members 
of the Pix>gressive Party, regardless of whether or not they 
may have been Communists, on poXltlcal matters? 

Mi*, cvetic. You mean did I ever meet with any of them on 
policy? 

Mr. TAVENNER. YeSo 

Mr. CVETIC. On a national basis? 

Mro TAVENNER. In Western Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CVETIC • In Western Pennsylvania the Progressive Party 
was not one of my main responsibilities. I was Just expected 
to participate as a member and try to organize Progressive Party 
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activity in Lawrenceville, where I was supposed to have lived, 

Mr* TAVLNNERc Did you at any time have occasion to meet 
with any members of the Progressive Party on a national level? 

Mr. CVETIC, Yes, I did, and I isrould like to tell the 
committee here about a meeting I attended in 1947^ This was on 
November 11, 1947. I met with Beany Baldwin, who was, chairing 
the campaign for the Progressive Party; with Henry ?/allace, the 
Progressive Party Presidential candidate; and with George Wuchinloh, 
to discuss the potential of Slav vote in Western Pennsylvania* 
(Mr* Wood arrives.) 

Mr. CVETICc (Continuing) This meeting was held in Henry 

Wallace ^s room at the Schenley Hotel in Pittsburgh the day after 

I 
Henry Wallace spoke at a mass rally in Pittsburgh* 

At this meeting Mr. Wallace and Mr« Baldwin questioned George 
Wuchinich and myself at length for the purpose of ascertaining 
the number of Slav votes that we felt we could deliver for a 
Presidential candidate in our capacity as officers of the American 
Slav Congress p 

I want to point out that at this time when we met with 
Henry Wallace, both Mr* Wuchinich and myself were known Communist 
Party leaders in Pittsburgh* 

Mr* V^fALTER. Did you tell Mr, Wallace you were Communist Party 
members? 

Mr* CVETIG. The question was not raised, but we were in a 
big expose in the Pittsburgh press, and both George Wuchinich 
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and rayseir were known Cocmiiunist Party leaders in Pittsburgh.* 

Mr» WALTER • You are assuming Mr* Wallace and Mr. Baldwin 
knew of your Communist Party activities? 

Mr* CVETIC* I am assuming they were men of intelligence. 
The local Progressive Party leaders knew we were Communist Party 
members. 

Mr. WALTER. Who were they? 

Mr. CVETIC. At that time, Mr^ Picher, P-i-c-h-e-r, his 
first name skips me for the moment, was the organizer, and 
Virginia Seymoiir also made arrangements for the Progressive 
Party. 

Mr» WALTER. And they wore well-known Comm\inlats? 
Mr. CVETIC. No, not those two. Wuchinlch and I were* 
However, Mr. Picher and Virginia Seymour met with Dave Grant 
and myself on numerous occasions to discuss policy. 

Mr. TAVP:NIffiR« You have previously testified that Wuchlnich 
was a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. And the two of you were serving, at the 
time of this conference, in your capacity aa officials of the 
American Slav Congress o Can you Identify for tha committee 
any other individuals known to you to be members of the 
Communist Party who were active in Progressive Party circles 
in Western Pennsylvania at that time? 

Mro CVETIC Yes. Jack Sartisky, who is the UE organizer 



105 
for the ComnsuolBt Party in Pittaburgh, hks quite active in 
the ProgreaBive Party in that campaign. 
Hr= TAVEKltER. How do you spell it? 

Mr, CVETIC. s-a-r-t-i-3-k-y. And George Nichols, H-i-c-h- 
0-1-8. ..ho is the hiring agent for the Hotel and Restaurant 
workers- union in Pittsburgh, traa quite active. Then the people 
froai the Language Press with ^hom I had worked were also active 
in the Progressive Party. I have mentioned all their names 
before, and I don't knovf if I should repeat them here. 

Hr. TAVEm.IER. Ho. You nentioned in your earlier testimony 
that the Croatian Council ^as one of those groups ^hich was 
controlled by the Co^-nujriist Party, did you not? 
Ur, CVETIC. Yes, I did. 

Mr. TAVEKNER. Were you a member of the Croatian Council? 
Mr, CVETIC. l^o, I was not. I am of Slovene descent and 
I was a member of the Slovenian Council. However, I have, in 
Nationality Commission meetings, met with Croatian Council 

members . 

MX.. TAVEnER. Can you identify too-.n Comn>untst Party me-abars 
,ho are ornoera ot or exercise control over the Croatian OounoUt 

Mr. OVETIC Yee. Tfte Council la broken down Into two 
couaclla, the Satlo.al Oounell of Americana of Croatian Deaoent. 
and in addition there la the federation of American Croatian 
wooden. The person, who control thoae organlzatlona out of 
Pittsburgh are: Prank Borloh. aecretary of the national Oounoll 



106 
of Americans of Croatian Descents The person responsible for 
the other council I mentioned is Anna Devunicho 

Prank Borich was arrested recently on deportation pro- 
ceedin£;8, because ho is not a citizen, and just before I left 
Pittsburgh we were trying to raise funds to defend Prank Borioh. 

Mr. TAVENMER. The Servian Council was another group you 
testified earlier was under the control of the Communlat Party? 

Mr. CVETIG, Yea. The full name is Serbian Vldovdan 
Congress o That is controlled by the Communist Nationality 
Commisslono 

Mr. TAVENiffiR, Can you identify known Communist Party members 
who are officers of or exercise control over the. Serbian Vidovdan 
Congress? 

Mr. GVETIC* Yes. The members of the Nationality Commission 
are also members of the Servian Vidovdan Congress* 

Mr. TAVENNER, Have you given their names? 

Mr. CVBTTIC. Yes, Nick Baltlch, Mane Susnjar^ Charles 
Vuiok, and Daisy Lolich Bartl. 

The meetings and planning for this particular counsel were 
held at 1916- East Street. 

Mr. TAVENHER. What is the significance of that location? 

Mr. CVETIGc That is the office of the Language Press in 
Pittsburgh. 

Mr. TAVENNER. The Language Preas In Plttsbxargh was also 
claimed by you to be one of those groups which was under the 
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control of the Conununist Party? 

Mr» CVETIG. That is right. 

Mr, TAVENNER. Will you tell us how that organization 
functions? 

Mr. CVETIG. You mean the Language Press? 

Mr. TAVENNER. Yes, 

Mr. GVETIC. The Language Press is a term used to designate 
the office, the editorial staff, and the printing company of the 
Communist-controlled newspapers at 1916 East Street, The 
entire editorial staff of these newspapers are members of the 
Communist Party and members of the Nationality Commission of 
the Communist Party. I testified yesterday that the policy of 
these newspapers is discussed and decided at Nationality 
Commission meetings of the Communist Party, which, at the present 
time, are called by Steve Nelson, the district organizer, 

Mr. TAVENNER* What is the position of Arnold Johnson with 
regard to that Nationality Commission? 

Mr, CVETIG. Steve Nelson is the local Nationality Commission 
head» Arnold Johnson is the national head and calls meetings 
with regard to a national Party change. 

Mr* TAVENNER. Are the editors of these publications members 
of the Coimnunist Party? 

Mr. CVETIG. Yes, all the editors of these publications are 
members of the Communist Party, every one of them, and I am 
talking about the editorial staff. This has nothing to do with 
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the print shop. While there are one or two members of the 
CouTiunist Party in the print shop, to become a member of the 
editorial staff you are assigned there by the Nationality 
Commission of the Goramuniat Party <» 

Mr* TAVENNER. You have spoken of Leo Pisher several times 
in connection with the Language Press* What is his function? 

Mr. CVETIC. He is the manager of the American Progroasiv© 
Printing Company at 1916 East Street • This company which is 
located there prints the newspapers and also does Job printing* 

Mr. TAVENrJER. We have covered all of these various or- 
ganizations you listed as being under the control of the 
Communist Party* Before proceeding to another subject, have 
you identified the various papers which are published by this 
Language Press, and if you have not, will you do so now? 

Mr. CVETIC* I will identify them now. The newspapers of 
this Language Press, combined, are: Narodnl Glasnik; Harodny 
Noviny; and Slobodna Rec. In the order that I listed these, 
the first is the Croatian language press; the second is the 
Slovak language press; and the third is the Serbian press. 

Mr. TAVIilNNER. Do you know whether the name of the second 
paper that you mentioned, Narodny Noviny, has been changed to 
Ludovy, L-u-d-o«v-y? 

Biro CVETIC Originally this paper was called Ludovy Dennik, 
then it was changed to Ludovy Novine, spelled N-o-v-i-n-e or 
N-o-v-i-n-y. 
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Kr. TAVENKER. V/ill you give ua the spelling of those naioes 

over again? 

Hr. CVETIC. The first la N-a-r-o-d-n-i G-l»a-8-n-l-k. 

Mtc TAVENNER. That la tto words? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yaso 

Mr, TAVEHNER. Spell the first word, 
Mr. CVETIC. N-a-r-o-d-a-i. 
Mr. TAVENlffiR. Now spell the second vrord. 
Mr. CVETIC, G-l-a-s-n-i-k. 
Mr. TAVENilER. That is what press? 
Mr. CVETIC. Croatian press. 
Mr, TAVENNER. What is the next? 
Mr. CVETIC. L-u-d-o-v-y. 
lir, TAVJ-MT^ER. That is one word? 

Mr. CVETIC, Yes, and the second word Is N-o-v-i-n-e or 
N-o-v-l-n-e-y . 

Mr. TAVKNt^iR. V/hat nationality is that publication? 
Mr, CVETIC, Slovak, 
Mr. TAVENNER. And the third? 

Mr. CVETIC. s-l-o-h-o-d-n-a, that is one word, and the 
second word la R-e-c, and that is the Serbian press. 

In adaition to these newspapers they also publish an annual 
calendar, that is, each of these newspapers publishes an annual 
calendar or almanac, and this also carries the Comoiuniat Party 
line. 
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Mr, TAVENNER- Mr» Cvetic, the committee is desirous of 
knowing the extent to which the Communist Party has infiltrated 
the basic induij tries of our country* Realizing that Pittsburgh 
is a nerve center of our industrial production area, can you 
tali us whtit degree of success the Communist Party has met in 
Pittsburgh, and identify for us individuals who are prominent 
in the Goiamunist movomont within the basic industries In the 
Pittsburgh area? 

(Mr, Wood leaves,) 

Mr» CVETIC* The National Board of the Communist Party, 
at Its 1945 convention, established Yifestern Pennsylvania as a 
steol concentration area* 

At this convention Western Pennsylvania was set up as one 
of the main concentration areas for Communist Party activity 
and Infiltration of the steel plants in that area* 

To carry out and facilitate the work of Communist Party 
members In Western Pennsylvania, the Communist Party set up a 
Steel Commission within the framework of the Communist Party, 
which met regularly to discuss the policy > the program, and the 
line of the Communist Party which was to be carried into the 
steol mills in that areao 

After the 1945 national convention of the Communiat Party^ 
this Commission was headed by Roy Hudson, who was assigned 
as the district organizer in Western Pennsylvania* It met 
regularly, either in the office of the Communist Party In the 
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Bakewell Building, or on the third floor of 440 Wood Street 
at that time. 

The key concentration areas at this time — and the way I 
ascertained these key concentration areas was through reports 
which were made at District Committee meetings in Western Pennsyl- 
vania—the key concentration points in 1945 after the national 
convention of that year were: Homestead; Braddock; Duquesne; 
McKeesport, and surrounding communities; the Crucible Steel 
Company in Lawrenceville; and the Jo & Lo plants- in South Side 
and Hazelwood. 

Mr* TAVENNER. By J* & L* do you mean Jones and Laughlin? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. The plants in Homestead^ Braddock, 
McKeesport and Duquesne are plants of the United States Steel 

Company 

Mrr TAVENNER* V/as similar work done in other points in the 
United States, of which this is a sample? 

Mr» CVETIC. Yes. I know we have had quite a concentration 
in Gary and other cities, but Western Pennsylvania was picked 
out in the United States as the concentration areao 

Mr. TAVENNER c And the program followed there, with which 
you are familiar, was the general program adopted by the 
Communist Party in such matters? 

Hr. CVETIC. That Is right. That was hammered out at the 
national convention of the Communist Party in 1945. 

Mr. TAVENNER • Proceed. 
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Mr. CVETICp In August 1948 the district office of the 
Comniunlst Party of Western Pennsylvania, through its organizer 
Roy Hudson, called a meeting of the District Committee of the 
Communist Party* This meeting, which I attended as a leading 
functionary of the Com-aunist Party in Western Pennsylvania, - 
was held in the lecture room of the North Side Carnegie Library, 
It was attended by approximately 110 members of the Coraniunist 
Party who were either elected members of the District Committee 
or leading Party fvmctionarleso Functionaries could be members 
of the Nationality Commission, members of the Steel Comraisalonp 
or any one of the Commissions that functioned, 

Mr* KEiiRNEY. Was that meeting open to the public? 
Kv. CVETIC No, It was a closed meetlngo 
Mr* KEARNEYt Did the authorities know it would be a 
Communist Party meeting? 

Mr, CVETIC. I would say yes, because objections were 
raised at various times with Mr. Diebel, who is in charge of 
the library, objections raised by patriotic Americans, but he 
said as long as he was there if they wanted to use it for 
meetings they could do soo 

Mr. KEARHEYo He is not a member of the Communist Party, 
ia he? 

Mr. CVETIC. Not to my knowledge, i have never seen him 
at any meetings. 

At this meeting I was speaking of, Henry Winston, a member 



• 



113 

of the National Board of the Communist Party, made the main 
report on the second day of this two-day conferencQp 

Mr. TAVENNER* Was he a resident of T^estern Pennsylvania, 
or Tras he brought in for this occasion? 

Mpc GVETIGo He yras brought in for this occasion. 

Mpc TAVEH:IER» Proni where? 

Mto CVETIC* NeTT Yorkc 

Mr. TAVENl^rER. Proceed • 

Mr, CVETICo In this report, Henry Winston stressed the 
importance of V,'estern Pennsylvania as a strategic and focal 
point in our struggle to bring Socialism to the United States, 
because the basic industries are located in Pittsburgh. 

Mr. V/ALTER. Did you hear anyone, at any of those meetings, 
advocate the overthrow of the Government by force and violence? 

Mr a CVETIC, Yes, I will give quotes as we go along. I 
want to give direct quotations. 

At tnis meeting Henry Winston stated: "The Rational Board 
recoj:niz63 the importance of Western Pennsylvania because' the 
basic industries are located hero---steel, mining, and electrioaL. 
If we want to bring Socialism to the United States we must first 
build the Party in these basic industries. The National Board 
considers this area so important in the national strug^.le that 
it is sending one of its best organizers, here, Steve Nelson, 
to replace Roy Hudson. The National Board also is sending 
Steve Nelson here because United States Steel is located here. 
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and we tiust build the Party in United States Steel and other 
steel plants in \^Jostern Pennsylvania. We must carry the 
program of the Communist Party to the workers in the steel 
mills, in tho mines, and in the shops." 

Then he clo'ied hy aalcing the members present at this 
meeting to accept Ltove Nelson as their new organizer. 

Roy Hudson spoke up and accepted the decisions of the 
Rational Board. The District Committee then voted unanimously 
to accept the decisions of the National Board. 

Henry vanston next presented Andy Onda and stated: "The 
National Boax-'d is sending Andy Onda to Western Pennsylvania 
for the purpose of working with Steve Nelson in the steel con- 
centration area p" 

The meeting accepted this recommendation of the National 
Board, and Andy Onda was made the steel organizer for the 
Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania, in conformity with the 
decisions of the National Board of the Communist Party. 

Both Steve Nelson and Andy Onda are at the present time 
functioning in these capacities. 

At this meeting Jim Dolsen, who is the Daily Worker repre- 
sentative and correspondent in Western Pennsylvania, stated 
to me— and he stated it to me personally; he Is one of the 
leaders of the Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania and a 
long-time member: "I don't see how we can have a auecessfuX 
revolution in this country without getting control of tho 
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basic industries o** 

After till a conference the following people were assigned to 
the steel concentration areao I might add here that these 
assignments were made on the basis of a decision of the District 
Board of the Communist Party of Western Pennsylvania to select 
at least one member from each branch in Western Pennsylvania to 
work in the steel concentration area, and this area, as out- 
lined at Communist Party meetings subsequent to the one I have 
Just described, was the area in which the United States Steel 
Company mills are located, or the Homeatead-'Duquesne^Braddoclc 
area« 

These are some of the people who were assigned to and are 
working at the present time in this area? 

Eleanor Sackter; Bessie Steinberg; Alex Steinberg; and 
up until about two months ago Bill Gordon, who was brought in 
from New York to work in the steel concentration areao About 
two months ago he was moved to the North Side to work as section 
organizer, replacing John Vidmaro 

These organizers were directly under the charge of Andy 
Onda to work in the steel concentration areao 

Mr. TAVENHER. In any of the meetings which you attended 
within the Communist Party framework, were ways and means dis- 
cussed relative to the slowing-up or shutting-down of steel 
operations under any conditions? 

Mr. CVETIC. I would rather answer that question a little 
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later* 

MPo TAVEKMER, Very well. After these asslgntaents were 
made, did you learn of the measure of success or failure that 
resulted from their work? 

MTo CVETICo I have talked to many of the members from this 
area, and the organisers who were assigned to work out the re ^ 
and according to thom^ while they have been able to get additional 
subscriptions to the Daily and Sunday Worker, and have been able 
to distribute quite a bit of literature, their efforts In re- 
cruiting members have not been too successful. 

The report I heard made by William Albertson, district 
secretary of the Communist Party, was that in the elgjiteen 
months since Steve Nelson and Andy Onda came to Pittsburgh, 
not more than 25 people were recruited into the Communist Party 
in this strategic steel area* The best I have been able to 
ascertain, they have suffered some loss in that area. We had 
about 800 members in 1948, and now we have only 550 members in 
Western Pennsylvania « 

Mr. TAVENNER. When you spoke of 25 members you meant 25 
new members? 

MTo CVETIC* 25 new Communist Party members c 

I would like to add a few more comments of Communist Party 
members to show how important they regard Western Pennsylvania* 

Bill Gordon, one of the steel organizers sent to Pittsburgh 
by the National Board, stated to me about three months ago 5 
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"If we can taova Pittsburgh an inch, we can move the country 

a mile." 

aoiaetlnies people are of the itapresslon that a large 
Cooaiunist Party raembershlp is necessary for the Party to gain 
control of a mill or plant. At the Crucible Steel Company 
T;ne Coinniunist Party, with eight or ten members, was able to gain 
control of a union of 2800 members in two years » The Communist 
Parts likes to get its members in controlling Jobs, such as 
stewards and ao on, and in that way control the union* 

Last year in New York City, while I was having dinner with 
Hyman Schleaaingor, George Wuohlnlch, and Mllo Maraula, Hyman 
Sohlessinger made the following statement: "While we have a 
strong Communist i-arty in New York City, I don't see how we can 
wage a successful revolution unless we build the Party in 
Pittsburgh. - It stands to reason that we must get control of 
the basic industries and the Industrial workers before we can 
even think of a revolution." 

Hyman Lciaeaslnger is an attorney in Pittsburgh and a 
member of the Communist Party, 

Mr. TAWNNER. I believe you have testified that you ware 
the organizer of the Communist cell in the Crucible Steel 
Company at Lawrencevllle? 

Mto GVETIC. Yes, I helped build it, 

Mr. TAVEKNER. What year was that? 

Hro CVETIC. 1945 and 1946, a little over a year. 



iSt^ff)!^": 



118 
Mr. TAVENNER. Tlio organizational wcrk was being done in 
that field as early as 1945? 

Mr, CVETICo Yea, since the national convention of the 
Communist Party in 1945. 

(Mr. McLwoeney leaves,) 
Mr. TAVENNER. Kow auccessful were you in your efforts in 
the organization of tbe Conmunist cell in Crucible Steel Company? 

Mr. CVETIC. We were able to recruit up to 22 members in 
the Comnaunlst Party, 

Mto TAVENNER. Was tliat considered satisfactory progress? 
Mr. CVETIC. That was conaldai'ed a pretty good cell. 22 
members in a steel plant was considered a very good cell* 

Mr. TAVENNER. I lundorstood you to say a while ago that 
with that number or less you were able to take over a union of 

2800? 

UTo CVETIC. tiy the time we had Qight or ten members we 

had control of the vmion, 

Mr. TAVENNER. V/ho helped you in this organizational work 

at Crucible Steel Company? 

Mr, CVETIC. Dave Grant, who was the city seoretai^ of the 
Communist Party in Pittsburgh; Eleanor Sackterj and Mike Saunders, 
Mike Saunders since has been transferred to Hew York City. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Explain a little the operations of your 
cell. iJid that cell meet separately from other Communist 
Party organizations? 
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Mr, CVETIG. Yes, it did. At that time this cell was used 
by the District Committee of the Commaniat Party as an example of 
what can be done In the steel industry by concentrating ovir 
efforts* And as a result of tills work, the Communist Party in 
Western Pennsylvania was able to elect at least three members 
of this call as top officials of the Steel Workers Union at this 
plant. They were late,\» ousted by the union members when their 
Communist Party status was exposed. 

Mr, TAVENNER* Who were those that were exposed as Communist 
Party members and expelled from the union? 

Mro CVETIG One was Zygmxmd Pascowski. Another was 
Joseph "Sonny^' Robinson. Another one who was elected an officer, 
whether he vms ousted or not I don^t know, was Mike Pllewich. 

Mr« TAVENNER. You don't know whether he was ousted or 
not? 

MPo CVETIG, No» I know the first two were, because non- 
Communist union members waged a terrific fight against them, 

Mr» TAVENNEHo Is there currently a Communist Party cell 
in operation at the Crucible Steel Company? 

Mr, CVETIG* Yes, 

Mr, TAVENNER. V^hat is the present membership^ if you know? 

Mr. CVETIG. As I understand it, the membership is down to 
ten or eleven members. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Can you identify any of the present members 
there? 
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Mro CVETICo Yes, I can. ftToile I havan't had contact 
with this cell over the paat two yeers^ I have seen at Communist 
Party meatlnt-s Mike Pilewich and Joseph "Sonny^* Robinson, 
even though I understand that for some reason which was not 
apparent to me Sonny Robinson was censored by the District 
Committee of the Cominunist Party, and he may even have been 
expelled since my contacts with him, 

Mr» TAVKNWER. Can you Identify for the committee other 
members of the Communist Party who are currently active or 
have been active in the steel industry for the benefit of the 
Cormaunist Party? 

Mr« CVETICo Yes, I can add some names to the organizers 
I have already mentioned. 

At the Jc & L. Plant, South Side, Alex Stabor was one of 
the Communist Party organizers, although I believe that recently 
•|ffi| he has been transferred to the UE cell of the Communist Party • 

At Homestead Steel, Elmer Kish has been and still is the 
Communist Party organizer. 

Mr, TAVENHER, That is K-^i-s-h? 

Mr, GVETIG. Yese Tony Salopek is the Communist Party 
organizer at the Carnegie Steel Company in Duqueane, 

I want to make it clear these are Communist Party 
organizers and not union organizers o 

Mr* WAI/TERq And they occupy positions in the union in 
the plant? 
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MPo CVETIC* bonie do, but in recent elections aiany of the 
Gonmunist Party members have been voted out of office, but they 
still carry on their Communist work; they distribute literature 
and so on. 

Ur. YiAiTEPv V^'hat kind of ipfork does George Wuchlnich do? 
Mr, CVETIC. He is head of Dobrovolni Odbor in Neif York 
City. 

Mr, WALTER. What is that? 

Mr, CVETIC* It does export and import business, as I under- 
stand it, X am not familiar with the organization* 

Ur. WALTER, Did he serve with the armed forces in Yugo- 
slavia? 

Mr. CVETIC, Yes. He served with the OSS in Yugoalavlap 
and he was also in China, 

Mr, V^ALTP-R, You have spoken of these persons as being 
members of the Communist Party. How do you know that to be 
true? 

Mr. CVETlCo I am testifying here on the basis of having 
attended Communist Part/ District Committea meetings with 
these individuals; attending Communist Party Functionary . 
meetings with them; I attended one or two Steel Commission 
meetings; Nationality Commission meetings, and so on, I am 
testifying on the basis I have attended with these individuals 
Communist Party meetings called for Communist Party members 
alone* I am n<t referring to Communist Party mass meetings o 
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I am roferrinfe to seci'ot and clandestine meetings called for 
the purpose of hanraerlng out Communist Party line and policy. 

Mr. TAVENNER, At this point I would like to ask you cer- 
tain questions regtirdlng '-he Communist Party's interest and 
activity within the United Electrical Workers. Can you tell 
the committee what policy the Communist Party followed with 
regard to the electrical workers in the Pittsburgh area? 

Mr. CVETIG. While X have never been assigned to work in 
the electrical industry, 1 have attended District Committee 
meetings and section committee meetings, and I can testify 
that m Pittsburgh the Communist Party organizers in the eleotrl' 
cal industry have been reassigned since Steve Nelson came to 
Pittsburgh, that is, si ice August 1948. 

For example, Sam Reed, who was working in the steel con- 
centration area, was transferred to the Erie area, 

Dave Grant was sent to East Pittsburgh to concentrate his 
efforts at the Westlnghouse plant. 

And Jack Sartisky was assigned to the North Side section 
of Pittsburgh to concentrate on the UE plant there. 

As a member of the North Side eeotion of the Communist 
Party of Western Pennsylvania, I attended meetings with Jack 
Sartisky, and at these meetings Jack Sartisky would report on 
the success he was having at this plant, and at these meetings 
the Communist line which Jack Sartisky was to carry down to 
the members in his cell was discussed. 
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Other members of the Communist Party of Western Pennsyl- 
vania who were assigned to carry the Communist Party line into 
the United Electrical Workers and to build the Communist Party 
in this union are the following — and, agaln,> I know these 
people to be Communist Party members for the same reasons I have 
given before: 

Tom Pitzpatrick. 

MTo TAVENNEK. you testified yesterday regarding Tom 
Pitzpatrick? 

B5r. CVETIC* Yes* Tom Qulnn; Alice Roth; and Nate Alberts- 
Mr, TAVENNEK* i^id you know bteve Rosner^ who was the 
international representative of UE in Pittsburgh, and if sOp was 
he a member of the Communist Party? 

MTo CVETIC, Yes, I know Steve Rosner very well, and I 
have attended District Committee meetings of the Coumtmist 
Party with Steve Rosner. He is a -nember of the Communist 
Party, 

Mr, TAVENNER* Do you know where Steve Rosner is now? 
Mr, CVETIC. No, I do not. 

Mr. TAVENNER. INlth regard to the UE, who would you say 
are the principal workers for the Communist Party within the 
UE organization? 

Mr, CVETIC. In the Communist movement in Western Pennsyl- 
vania, Tom Pltzpatrlck was always looked upon as the leading 
member At District Committee meetings of the Communist Party, 
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Ton Pltzpatrick, at leip.at up until recently, usually made the 
report on what vras being accomplished at the Weatinghouse 
plant in East Piti^sburgho On many occasions, Tom qulnn 
.accompanied Tom Pitzpatrick at these meetings. 

MTo TAVENNER. Mr. Chairman, in your absence yesterday, 
I brought out the fact To^n Pltzpatrick had been brought here 
to testify and had refused to answer questions regarding his 
affiliations with the Communist Party. The Tom quinn just 
referred to and identified by Mro Cvetic as a member of the 
Communist Party, vas before this committee on August 11, 1949, 
in connection with the committee's investigation of UE Local 
601 at Pittsburghp and refused to answer questions regarding 
his membership in the Communist Party » 

At this point, Mr* Cvetic, I would like to ask you whether 
or not, during this present Congress, when various witnesses 
were subpenaed for their appearance before this committee, 
there was any luiusual activity of any kind within the 
Communist Party committees relative bo their being subpenaed? 

Mr. CVETIC • Yes. I attended at least two meetings which 
wore called in Pittsbixrgh by Steve Kelson where the question of 
what the members of the Communist Party who were summoned before 
this committee were to answer in reply to the question, "Are 
you a member of the Communist Party ?^' 

Mr. WALTER. Vld they receive legal advice at these meetings? 
MTo CVETIC. Yes. 
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Mr. WALTER. Prom whom? 

Ur. GVETIC, At the meetings I attended, Hyman Schlesslnger 
and H. Y. Stei.nberg attended either one or both of these moetinga^ 

Hr. YiALTER. Did they advise thoM not to testify If asked 
if they were Communist Party members? 

Mr. CVETIC. The meeting I attended was at the time Leo 
Fisher and Prank Borljl- irere being called before the couBalttee 
to testify, so we haa a special meeting on this. 

Hr. WALTER, Do you object to your photograph being taken? 

Mr, CVETIC, No, it doesn»t bother me. 

I^, WALTER. All right. Take the pictures. 

(Pictures taken by photographers.) 
Mr. CVETIC. These meetings, as I testified before, were 
called on instructions of Steve NelsoUo At one meeting I 
attended, in adaition to the attorneys, Leo Pisher was present, 
George Wuckinich, Prank Borich, and myself o After a discussion 
curing which different opinions were advanced by those present, 
the decision reached--and this was in discussion with the 
attorneys-'-the decision reached was that in answer to the 
question, "Are you a member of the Communist Party?'' which 
they expected would be asked by the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities, they should refuse to answer on the basis, 
it is a violation of the First and Fifth Amendments to the 
Constitution, 

Mr, TAVENOTH* So it became a part of the Party line to 



126 

advise witnesses subptr.aod before this coramittee not to answer? 

Mr. CVETICo That Is correct. 

Mro WALTER « Do you know whether or ncfc that advice has 
been given generally as a part of the policy of the ComiaunlstSp 
to advise their lueiabers they would not have to answer ques- 
tions before this cormaittae? 

Hro CVETIG* On this particular question, I attended these 
two meetings, and the subject was also discussed in meetings of 
Party functionaries in Western Pennsylvania » To the beat of 
my knowledge, the line handed down has been that they should 
refuse to anawer this question on the ground it is a violation 
of the First and Fifth Amendments to the Constitution^ This has 
been the line hammered out by the Communist Party in Western 
Pennsylvaniao 

Mr^TAVENNIvR. Do you know whether any specific instructions 
along that line were given to Tom Pitzpatrick and Tom Quinn? 

Mr, CVETIG, I can't answer specifically as to Tom Pita- 
Patrick and Tom (ciuinn, but at the policy-making meetings which 
I have attended in the past few years on this question, the 
decision was that the members summoned before the Housp Committee 
on Un-American Activities should refuse to answer on the grounds 
that it was a violation of their constitutional rights gtiaranteed 
under the First and Fifth Amendments « 

Mr, TAVENNER. Mr* Chairman, I thiiok it is Interesting^, in 
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tUat connection, for me to recall to your mind the further 
answer of Tom tiulnn when he refused to answer the questions 
put to him. He stated he was refusing to answer because he was 
defending the Constitution, which he held sacred. He stated: 
*^I don't think I am hiding behind the Constitution, but in 
this case I am standing before it, defending it, as small as 
I am." 

Mr. WALTER. That is not surprising, because a great msay 
people hide behind the Constitution that they would destroyo 

Mr. TAVENKER. Mr. Cvetio, do you know Leo Toirner, an 
organizer of District 6 of the United Electrical^ Radio and 
Machine Workers of America? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes, I do» 

MTo TAVENNER. Is he a member of the Com-minist Party p to 
your knowledge? 

Mr. GVETIC. Yesc 

Mr. TAVENNER. How do you know that he is a member? 

Mr, GVETIC. I attended District Committee meetings with 
him in the lecture room of the North Side Carnegie Libraryo 

Mro TAVENNER <, Do you know Charles Newell, an International 
representative of the United Electrical^^ Radio and Machine 
Workers of America, assigned to District 6? 

Mr» CVETIGc Yes, I do* 

Mr* TAVENNER. Is lie a member of the Communist Party, to 
your knowledge? 
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Mr. CVETICo Yeo, he Is. 

Mr, TAVENNER, How do you know that? 

Mr» GVETIGo I attended District CoEnmittee meetings of the 
Ooittoiuniat Party with hinio 

Mrp TAVENNKRc Mr* Cvetic, what concentration hasbeen toade 
by the Cooimunlat Party on the coal industry in the Pittsburgh 
area? 

Mro GVETIGo In the coal industry in Western Pennsylvania 
the Comiminist Party has assigned in recent years Gabe Kishp 
also known as George Kane, as the organizer in the coal mining 
concentration worko 

la the last two or three months I have lost contact with 
Gabe Kisho He has not been in the district the last couple 
months • 

Mro TAVENHER* Where are the Communist Party activities in 
mining centered? 

Mr, GVETIGo Most of the Communist Party activities in 
mining are centered in Washington County, Allegheny Valley, 
and around the Johnstown areao Some of the other organizers 
in this area are: 

Mike Stanovich, for Allegheny Valleyo 

Steve Paioh, for Washington Cojontyo 

Steve Straka, also for Washington County o 

I want to poijat out that I have spoken at meetings in the 
coal mining areas, and the United Mine Workers resent very much 
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the Goaununlst Party, Sinco John L. LeTfis and the United Mine 
Workers aeea to know irhat the Coamunlsta are up to, the 
Conmunlat Party has never been too successful in their work 
among the United Mine V/orkers, 

Gabe Klah, under the name of George Kane, was elected a 
member of the National Committee of the Communist Party at the 
1945 convention* 

Mr, TAVSNIIER* Mr. Gvetic, there is" information in the 
files of this Gommittee to the effect that there is considerable 
Comniuniat activity in the Hotel and Restaurant Yiforkers Union in 
Western Pennsylvania. Is that correct? 
Mr. CVETIG. That is correcto 

Mr* TAVEKhTiIRo Gould you give the committee the benefit of 
your knoviledge regarding such activity? 

Mr* GVETIC. YeSc The Comnruniat Party in Western Pennsyl- 
vania has a Communist cell working in the major hotels in 
Pittsburgh, and this cell is also responsible for Communist 
Party infiltration in the Heinz plant located in North Side 
Pittsburgh. 

I have knowledge of this , since I was a member of the 
North Side Section Committee, and the Hotel and Restaurant 
Workers ^ cell of the Communist Party is also a part of the 
North Side section, and I attended many meetings with the 
organizers from this cello 

The main organizers in this cell for the Communist Party 
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are: 

Joe Mankin, who row is in charge of the Hotel and Res- 
taurant Workers' celo. ia Pittsburgho 
Hick Lazaris^ 

George Nichols, who is the hiring agent Tor the Hotel 
and Restaurant Workers in Pittsburg, 

Eddie Lang, who works at the Helna plant. 

ilamp Golden, ^^ho also ^orks at the Heina plant o 

Mr, TAVK'NNER. Helen Korapus? 

l\T, GVETIC. Yea. Helen Kompusp who )f?orks at the Willlara 
Penn Hotel in Pittsburgho 

In the past siz months Joe Mankin has been the key 
organizer for the Communist Party activities In this cell, and 
has been inatruraental In carrying on most of the agitation work 
now being conducted at the Heinz; plant and in the hotels In 
Pittsburgh, 

lAVc TAYENNER, Are you familiar nith an organization called 
Labor Youth League in Pittsburgh? 

Mr. CVETIG. Yea, I amo 

Mr, TAVEKilER. Is this a national organization of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. GVETIC. Yes, it is, 

Mr. TAVENNER. Tell the committee what you know of the 
organization and the functioning of such organization? 

Ur. GVETIC I attended a meeting of Communist functionaries 
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in Pittsburgh in the spring of 1949 whare the importance of 
setting up such a league was disoussed. 
MTo TAVENNER, What year was that? 

liTo CVETIC. In the spring of 1949 p this past yearo 
MTc TAVENNER. The spring of this past year? 

Mr. CVEPIC. Yes, Subsequent to this meeting, Harold "Sonny^ 
Orzick, who was sent to Pittsburgh by the National Board of 
the Communist Party for the purpose of organizing the youth in 
Western Pennsylvania, called a meeting at the Port Pitt Hotel 
for the purpose of setting up a Labor Youth League In Pittsburgh. 

WllJ-iam Aluertson made the main report at this meeting* 
In this report he stressed the Importance of settlnig up a Labor 
Youth League, and officers were elected at this meeting* 

The policies of the Labor Youth League, howeveri, are dis- 
cussed and decided at meetings of the District Board of the 
Communist Party in Viestern Pennsylvania and by leading functionaries 
of the Communist Party a 

The Labor Youth League usually meets on Saturdays, but that 
is not a fixed day# 

I have attended se/eral meetings where the youth movement 
was discussed, and I would like to report on a recent meeting 
of the Gomniunist Party fxinctlonaries which I attended, four or 
five weeks agop in the Port Pitt Hotel • 

Stressing the importance of youth work. Bill Albertson, 
district secretary of the Communist Party, made the following 
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stateoxent: "Hitler won the youth in Germany before he was 
able to wat^e a successful fight for Pasciam, The Communist Party 
in the soviet Union won over the youth before they were able 
to wage a successful revolution in 1917. And we must win the 
youth in the United States over to our program before we can 
wage a successful strug{.le hereo" 

Mr. TAVKNt^ER. Can you identify for the committee some of 
the leaders in this youth movement who are members of the 

Communist Party? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. In addition to Harold Orzik, who is the 
youth organizer for the Communist Party* Bobby Jones is active 

In youth work. 

Mr. TAVEHNER. V/hat does Harold Oralk do? What is Ma 

occupation? 

Mr. CVETIC. He is a repair mechanic for Lou Bortz, who 
operates an electrical appliance shop in Pittsburgh. 

Mr. WALTER. What do the activities among the youth con- 
sist of? 

Mr, CVETIC. I have attended policy -making meetings. They 
distribute Communist Party literatitre. Many are active in 
organizing affairs within the framework of the Progressive 

Party . 

Mr. WALTER. By "affairs" you mean athletic contests and 

such? 

Mr. CVETIC. No, Most of the affairs recently were to raise 
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funds. 

Mr. Y.ALTER. i am wore concerned with the aotlTltleB in 

indoctrinating the youth, 

Mr. CVETIG. I haven't attended any of the classes. The 
indoctrination is done at classes. So I couldn't testify as 
to that because I wasn't present. 

hlr. >VALTEH. Who did you say was in charge of youth T^ork 

in Pittsburgh? 

!tr. CVETIG » Harold Orzik. 
Idr. V,ALTER. INhere is he now? 
Br. GVETIC. Pittsburgh. 
Mr. WALTER. Do you have his addreas? 
Mr. CVETIG. No. 

Mr, WALTER, I think it might be i^ell to Bubpena him, 
because it®ould be well for the American people to learn 
what the activities are in the way of indoctrinating the youth. 
Ur. KEARl^. Didn't you say he was working in a repair 

shop? 

Mr. CVETIG. Electrical appliance shop, yes. 

Mr. ©.ARMEY. You can get his address? 

Hr. CVETIG. Yes, I can get his address. I can get the 
address of hia place of business. I sold him insurance last 
week. He called the office and bought automobile insurance 
rrom me, but I didn't take the time to get the address. X 
can get his home telephone number from the office. 



134 

Mr, TAVENNERo Who are some of the other persons active 
in the youth work? 

Mro CVETIC* Two other persons are Evelyn Abelson and 

Eddie Nixon, 

Mr, TAVENI^ER. You have mentioned Harold Orzlk, Bobby 
Jones, Evelyn Abelson, and Eddie Wlxon as being active in the 
youth work. How many of those are Communists ^ to your knowledge? 

Mr, GVETIGo The ones I mentioned are all Communist Party 
members 3 Again, I am testifying on the basis of attending 
Communist Party meetings with themo 

Mr. TAVEN^^Effl• Do you know the occupation of any of the 
others in that group? You have already given us the occupation 
of Harold Orzlc. 

Mr. GVETIC. My last contacts with Bobby Jones and Eddie 
Nixon, they were both imemployed. Evelyn Abelson, I do not know 
her occupation. 

May I also say, in connection with the suggestion of 
Congressman V/alter that Harold Orzik be subpenaed to come 
before this committee, it may not be a bad idea to bring some 
of the others with him, because in the last eight months they 
have been making some progress in building the Labor Youth 

League . 

Mr a TAVENNER, V/hat is the approximate membership of the 

Youth League as of this time? 

Mr, CVETIG* The meeting which I attended at the Port Pitt 
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Hotel was attended by approxliaately forty youths o I would place 
the approxiiaate membership at not more than sixty* 

Mr. TAVENHER. Is this organization corapletely controlled 
by the OonLnunlst Party, to yoxzr knowledge? 

Mr, GVETIC, Yes* This organization is completely con« 
trolled by the Communist Party, It was set up by the Communist 
Party for the purpose of activating the youth and to carry the 
Communist Party line into youth organizations^ into the collegesij 
into the schools, and into the steel mills » 

Mr. TAVENNER. Mr. Cvetic, the committee would like for 
you to explain the organization and strength of the Gommtmist Party 
of vyestern Pennsylvania, giving the number of branches, cells, 
and total membership, if you cano 

Mr. CVETIC* Since 1948, at a meeting at the Seventh Avenue 
Hotel, for security reasons it was decided not to make too many 
things public. It has been a little difficult to get this in- 
formation, I will give you as much as I have here*. 

The Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania has been broken 
down into sections since Steve Nelson came to Pittsb\irgh« 

Mr» TAVENNER. How many sections? 

Mro GVETIC. Five or six* Certainly not more than seven* 
And I am talking about Western Pennsylvania sections. 

Mro TAVENNER* Proceed* 

Mr. CVETIO* One of the sections is the Steel Section, which 
we have discussed. That is the steel concentration sectiono 



Another section is the North Side Sectiont of which I 
sua a aieoiber* 

In addition to these two sections there are three or four 
other sections in ?;estern Peniisylvania^ For exa-Tiple, in the North 
Side Section we have the North Side Club,, Croatian Club, the 
Hotel and Restaurant Workers, and the Lawrencevllle Club. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Those are four or five subsections of the 
North Side Section? 

Hr. GVETIC. That is right. Until a few raontha ago we 
had a UE cell. Jack Sartisky headed it. In the last few 
months its activities were transferred to the East Pittsburgh 
Section, where the raaln UE Oommunist Party activities are con- 
centrated. 

The Steel Section would comprise the branches in the 
steel concentration area, in the Homestead, Braddook, Duquesn© 
and surrounding areas. The other branches were placed in 
a similar manner; for example, the Jo & L* Hill Club, and the 
Crucible Club, and one or two other branches belong to another 
section. 

Mr. WALTER. Are these th© only heavy industries in which 
these activities prevail? Do they go into cement, for 
example? 

Mr. GVETIC. Hoo In the work the Communist Party carried 
on in Western Pennsylvania, the top concentration was first 
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plants of United States Steel. That was then and is atiil what 
they call the steel concentration area. 

Mr. WALTER. Were similar activities conducted in the 
plants of Bethlehem Steel? 

Hr. CVETIG. Yea, I ara sure they were. The program 
ha-UTiered out in the national convention of the Cotamunlat Party 
in 1945 ia still in effect today, and that is that we concen- 
trate on basic steel. That was an absolute policy that was 
folloT»ed. The aanie way with this youth program. This is also 
a decision of the national convention of the Comnmniat Party 

of 1945. 

Mr. V/ALTER. What happened to the organization, American 
Youth for Democracy? That was an organization that was quite 

active at one ti-ne. 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. I attended a couple of their affairs. 

It just went out of existence, 

Mr. WALTER. Didn't it go out of existence as a result 
of the exposure of it by the House Oommittee on Un-Amerlcian 

Activities? 

Mr. CVETIC. That is part of it<, When those organizations 
are exposed, their usefulness usually ceaaea. For example, 
in Western Pennsylvania we were able to get quite a few non- 
Communists into the American Slav Congress work. About two 
years ago the Pittsburgh press carried an expose' of the 
American Slav Congress in its newapapera and we lost a lot 
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of members. In the last two years the only people who have 
attended American Slav Congress meetings have been Gommuniet 
Party members. Exposing these organizations is the most effective 
way of preventing infiltration. 

Mr. TAVENNER. You were telling ua about the various clubs 
within the steel concentration section. What about the HE 
organization? Can you give us any detailed information in regard 

to that? 

Mr. CVETICo No. I mentioned "that the only UE unit in the 
section of which I was a member, the North Side Section, 
recently was transferred to a UE concentration point in Wektorn 
Pennsylvania. All the cells were put in one because they have 

a common interest. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Can you give the committee the approximate 
total membership of these sections that you have just enumerated? 

Mr. CVETIG. The only section that I can give you a flgur® 
for is the North Side Section, of which I am a member, and this 
eection had 90 members. I think we are going to lose a few 
members; periiaps one that I know of. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Who heads the Communist Party of Western 

Pennsylvania? 

Mr. CVETIC. Steve Nelson. He is the district organizer 

for Western Pennsylvania. 

Mr. TAVEMNER. Can you Identify for the committee his 
immediate subordinates who assist him in the parfor'manco of 



139 
his duties? 

Mro CVETICo Y©3» His inmediate subordinates are: 

Andy Onda, who is in charge of steel concentration work 
for the Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania* 

ffilliam Albertson, district secretary of the Comzaunist 
Party in Western Pennsylvania. 

Ben Gareathers, ^ho is in charge of Negro concentration 
work in Western Pennsylvania p 

Leo Pisher, who is in charge of the Nationality Cotamisolon 
under Steve Nelson, 

Dave Grant, who has been assigned to the East Pittsburgh 
area as the Communist Party organiser for Communist Party 
organization and activities in the Westinghouse plant at East 
Pittsburgho 

Sam Reed, who is the organiajer for the Communist Party at 
the General Electric plant in Erie, Pennsylvania o 

Bill Gordon, who was sent to Pittsburgh for the purpose of 
assisting Andy Onda in steel concentration work, 

Joe Mankin, who has been assigned by William Albertson^ . 
district secretary^ to concentrate his efforts in the Hotel 
and Restaurant Workers Union o 

Harold "Sonny" Orzlki who was sent to Woste»rn Peimsyl- 
vania by the National Board of the Communist Party for the 
purpose of organlssing the youth movement in Western Pennsylvania 
for the Communist Party and setting up a Labor Youth League* 
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Alex Wright, who ^as aeslgned by the Coimminlat Party to 
direct the work of the Progressive Party in INestern Pennsylvania. 

Mile Mamula, who was aeaigned by the Cotmmxnist Party to 
conduct the work in the Civil Rights Congress. 

George Wuchinich. who left for New York a couple months 
ago. UP until that time he was assigned to the American Slav 
Congress activities and to carry the Party line into this 

organization. 

I think that covers his immediate subordinates, 
Mr. TAVENNER. This list of individuals you have given 
U8 constitute the top-level Communists in the Communist Party 
of Western Pennsylvania as it exists today? 
Mr. OVEEIC. That is correct, yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. louring the years that you spent in the 
■ communist Party, how long did you know Steve Nelson, and 
bow well did you know him? 

Mr. CVETIG. I first met Steve after the national con- 
vention of the Communist Party in 1945, when he was assigned 
to direct the Nationality Commission of the Communist Party, 
USA. Until August of 1948 I met periodically-and when I say 
periodically that would be when Steve Nelson would call a 
meeting of the Nationality Commission and invite me as a 
member of the Slovene Commission-with Nelson in Hew York and 
Pittsburgh, either at meetings of the Nationality Commission, 
or met with him personally to discuss my work as secretary of 
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the Slovene Comml 3slon> 

After Eteve Kelson was assigned to Western Pennsylvania 
as Its district organizer in August of 1948, up until November 
1949 when he became incapacitated due to a broken leg which h© 
suffered while he was out hunting, I met regularly trith Steve 
Nelson to discuss policy for the American Slav Congress and 
other front organizations in which I was active and which I 
have identified before. 

Mr, TAVEHNERo Mr, Chairman, this is a convenient place to 
stopo It apparently is not going to be possible for him to 
complete his testimony today, 

Mr, WALTER* The committee will recess until 10:15 tomorrow 
morning, 

(Thereupon, at 12:10 p^mo on February 22^ 1950, a recess 
was taken until Thursday^ February 23, 1960, at 10:15 aomo) 
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Thursday p February 23 ^ 1950 



UNITED STATES HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES, 

SUBCOMMITTEE OP THE 
COMMITTEE ON UH-.AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 

Washington, Do Go 



PUBLIC HEARING 
Morning Sesaion 

The suhcommlttee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 10t30 
Bomo In room 226, Old House Office Building, Washington, Do Co, 
Hodq Morgan Mo Moulder presiding o 

Committee members present: Representatives Morgan Mo 
Moulder, Francis Case, and Bernard Wc Kearney* 

Staff members present: Prank So Tavenner, Jro, counselj 
Donald To Appell, William Ac Wheeler, and Courtney Owens, 
investigators; John Wo Garrlngton, clerk; and Ao So Poore, 
editor 



Mto MOULDER o The committee will be in order o Have th© 
record show that these hearings are being continued by a sub- 
committee consisting of myself as acting chairman, Hto Case, 
and Mto Kearney, as authorized and directed by the chairman, 
Hono John So Woodo 

Are you reedy to proceed, Mr^ Tavenner? 

Mrc TAVENrreRo Yes, sir o 
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TSSTIMONT OP MATTHEW GVETIC (Resiimed) 
Mr« TAVEr^ISRo Mro Cvetio, at the time of our adjournment 
yesterday you were telling the committee of your associations 
in Communist work with Steve Nelson, and the position that he 
occupied o As a result of your position within the Communlafc 
Party, would you state that you worked In close relationship 
with Steve Nelson in Comjnunlst Party matters? 

Mto GVETIOo Yes, I have. Actually, the last year and 
a half or so, up until he hroke his leg, I was In almost dally 
contact with Steve Nelsono 

liTo TAVENJJER. Is it the practice for Steve Nelson, in 
his capacity as district organizer, to supervise and Instruct 
Party members as to the Party line and Party teachings? 
Mr* GVETIC o Yes, It iSt> 

Mr* TAVSNNER. Will you describe a little in detail as 
to how that is done? 

Mro GVETIC c As the head of the District Board of the 
Communist Party In Western Pennsylvania, and as the district 
organizer, it is Steve Nelson's job to carry to the District 
Committee and functionaries* meetings the Communist Party 
line changes when they occur o 

Tixese Party line changes usually are given to him at 
meetings of the National Board of the Communist Party,- which 
are usually held in Hew York City. When Steve Kelson ^ould 
make a report on a Party line change he trould ao specify that 
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be had received this information at these Board aeeting©, 
and he would present it to a oombined meeting of the District 
Committee and leading functionaries ♦ 

Mr* TAVEiraSR- Save you at any time dieouased with Relaon 
suoh suhjeote as Russia's knowledge of atom secrets^ or the 
Communiat Party's 0ucce088s in China' 

!&•• CVETIC* Well, I can quote Steve Helaon on the atom 
hc«ab^ but in so far as the atom bomb secret , I always thought 
it was the better part of discretion not to aak any questions 
concerning espionage of the atom bombo However, when President 
Truman announced that Russia had the atom bomb, I rode home 
with Steve Kelson after a meeting and he made the following 
statement to me, end I am quoting here Steve Helsonj he saldt 
"We have the atom bomb now and the enemy won't be in such a 
God damned hurry to start a war." • When he said the "enemy" 
he was referring to the United States Government* 

On another occasion, before a meeting which was held at 
the Unitarian Center in Horth Side, when the Communist victory 
in China was becoming apparent early last year, Steve Nelson 
said to me: "We are going to have the biggest liquidation of 
people's enemies in China since the 1917 revolution*" 

And still on another occasion, in referring to help for 
China««and here I am talking about help from the United States, 
we were discussing help for the new people's government in China— 
Steve Nelson made the following statement to me: "We should 
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take all the help in money, machinery and material from the 
enemy" «-ancl hara again "enemy" refer a to the United States-- 
"aa this will hasten the day here*" When he refers to help 
he Is talking ahout help for the new people's government In 
China * 

He further said: "We should take all the help we can 
from the suckers over hereo" 

TStp case. What was the date of that statement? 
ilTo CVETIQ^ The date and the statement are In the files 
of the PBIp I did not keep copies of my reports to the FBI, 
hut I did keep notations * This was when the victory in China 
was becoming apparent, and they started to huild a drive here 
to get help from the United States for machinery and materlalo 
Hto CA5E<> In other words, it was within the past year? 
Mto CVETICo It was within the past yearo His statement 
is in my reports in the FBI files o 

Mr* KEARHEY, May I ask a question here, Kr* Chairman? 
llr. MOULDER. Yes* 

Mr. KEARHEYo I have listened to your testimony with a 
great deal of interest o I have listened to the testimony as 
you have told from time to time of meetings not only within 
your own District Board with Communists , but also with men of 
the top level in the Communist Partyo What I would like to 
know is, at any time during any of these meetings, either with 
Helson or with any other individual belonging to the Communist 
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Party, »a8 there aay dlscuasion about tho ovarthrow of this 

(Government by force aal violence? 

Mr, CVETIG. Yes, Congressman, Later I am going to quote 

Steve Belaon at one particular meeting ifhere he quoted out of 

the History of «h6 Conjaninlcst Party In tho Soviet Unlono 

Kto case. You stated until he broke hla leg, you were 

in fairly close tonch with hla«. Ab approximately what date 

did he break hie leg? 

Mto CVETICe It soema to me It was the early part of 
Hovember, 1949 o He want hunting at Rldgoway and tripped over a 
atujnp, acoordlog to the newspapers ^ and broke his log, end ho 
has not been very active since until the last couple woeka 
he has been oomlng into the office oooaalonally. 

Hto TAVENNERo You have spoken of Steve Ifolson as an 
Individual who, through hla position, passed down the Party 
line to other pereons. Is there any other person active in 
passing the Party line down to the rank and file? 

Kr. CVETIC. Oftentimes, whan a Communist Party line ohang© 
related to en organizational problem. Bill Albertaon, district 
secretary of tho Communist Party, was given the Job of making 
a report to the Dl^^trlct Committee and funotlonarleso When 
tho report of tha Communist Party line change related to basic 
industry, or ateol concentration, or, for example, ^en Phillip 
Murray took a stand against Communist Party activities in the 
union, In this kind of situation Andy Onda, Communlat Party 
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organizer In steel coaoentratlon in Weatern Pennaylvaniaj 
would usually roporfc on the Party line change o 

Mr» TAVENNERp Wbo in tha Fi^rty has the function of 
oducating tha rank and file mambers regarding the teachings 
of Communism? 

Mr* CVETIC* On that I can go back to 1946* At that time 
I waa a member of the Organizational- and Educational Oommitte© 
of the Gommunlat Party in Western Pennsylvanlao I can give 
you tha member© I f^at with on this Committee* 

Mr. MOULDER « It Is necessary at this time that I absent 
myself because I have to attend an important hearing before 
the Senate Appropriations Commltte©o Have the record show 
MTo Case will preside, and Mr<, Case and Mr^ Kearney are sitting 
as an authorized end designated subcommittee o 

Mro CASE* Counsel will proceed o 

tSr. TAVEWirSRp You Trere about to give us, I believe, 
the names of those who functioned prominently In handing down 
to the rank and file of the Party the educational features of 
the Party*. 

Hto CVETIGo Yes. Prom the national convention of the 
Communist Party in 1945 until August 1948, I served on the 
Organizational and Educational Committee of the Communist 
Party of Western Pennsylvanlao This Committee was reaponslble, 
as the title Indicates, for the organizational and educational 
direction In the Party- Roy Hudson, who was district organiser 
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Mr. KEARNEYo What was Kurln's first name? 

Mr* CVETICo Stephen* 

Mr. TAVENSSRo Yftiat was the function of this Consmltto© 
which you desorlbed? 

Mr# CVETIC* This Committee was responsible fop directing 
the organizational and educational work of the Communlat Party 
in Western Pennsylvania « Ky Joh as a member of this Committee 
was to prepare end arrange affairs to raise funds for the 
Communist Party- Bessie Steinberg planned classes^ with the 
help of Dave Grant, who was city secretary of the Communist 
Party at the tlmso Jim Dolsen planned Daily and Sunday Worker 
drives* 

In meetings we would report what we had accomplished^ and 
plan future work for the Party. Andrea Hudson was niembership 
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secretary, end she ^^ould plan the work of registration and 
usually make report#3 on how many members we had, losses if any, 
increases, and a breakdown of membership, what industries they 
were working in, and so on. 

Mr* TAVEWHSRo Will you tell the committee what efforts 
were made to indoctrinate you with Communist philosophy and 
teachings, and how this philosophy and teaching is carried 
to the rank and file of the Communist Party in the United 
States? 

Mro CVETIGp Yea. I will be glad to do thato During 
my early days in the Communist Party most of the theory 
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of the Party at that tlmo, vbq chairmen of the Committer o His 
wife, Andlr«a Hud&oa, was momlDorshlp oecretary of the Commlttooo 
Beasle Unvln Stelu'oerg was the educational director of this 
Committee o Jlss DoleaUp the Daily Worker editor for Western 
Pennsylvania, was on the CoioimlttsQo Eleanor Sackter, T?ho v/as 
responsible for Us steel concentration work at the Crucible 
Club, was a member of this CoraEaltfcee. And Joe Godfrey, who, up 
until he left Pennsylvania, was treasurer of the Communist 
Party in Western Pennsylvania, waa also a member of this 
Committee o And I ivas a member of this Committee as a member 
of the Finance Gos?jnlttee of the Communist Party in Western 
Pennsylvania at that time* 

Mto TAVENNERo You mentioned Bessie Steinberg as the 
educational director of the Committee o Do you know whether she 
^as married to a person other than Steinberg at one time? 

KTo CVSTICc Yeso She Isn^t married at the present time, 
as I recollect* For maiden name was Steinberg, and she was 
married to a Communist Party member whose last name was Murlno 

Mto TAVENNERo Was that Steve Murln, M-u-r«>l-n? 

Mr* CVETICo Steve J that la correct* 

Mro TAVENNERo Did Steve Murln live in Pittsburgh? 

Hto GVETIG^ When I met Bessie BSurin Steinberg she had 
already been divorced, and I have never had contact with Steve 
^irln, except I know from conversation within the organization 
that she was married to him at one time* 
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taught In the classes Trhloh I attended was based on th© books 
written by Earl Ero-^der. I joined the Party In February 1943^ 
and moat of the reading materiel and book's at that tlsie t?©re 
books which 7?ere written by Earl Browderc At that tlm© the 
line was that the Oomzminlat Party and Gapltallem can cooperate 
over a long peric-j of time, and that eventually Soolallsm may 
be attained by peaceful means* This was the line between 
February 1S43 and the national convention of the Communist 
Party in 1945. 

In the summer of 1945 I attended some of the aesslone of 
the national convantlon of the Communist Party, and subsequent 
and prior to that national convention I attended tmnj district 
meetings of the Communist Party ^ and also Gonmninlst Party 
branch meetings, at which the new Communist Party line 
adopted at the national convention in 1945 was discussed. 

The change in the Party line at the national convention 
of the Communist Party in 1945 was adopted as the result of 
a report made by Jsoquea Duolos, a leader of the French 
Communist Party • He Issued for the American Communist Party 
a report which was published, I think, as early as April 1945, 
In which he sharply criticized the American Communist Party 
for the lino which they were using at that tlme^ and this 
line was that the progressive seotiona of Capitalism and th© 
forces of Socialism should work togethero 

As I remember, in this particular report, too, Jacques 
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Duolos said that the oomradea In ^.urope were very muoh dis- 
turbed at the attitude of the American Comraunlat Party memberaj 
and he said they expected more help over there, and that the 
Amerloan Coramutilat Party's lino at that time was causing a lot 
of feeling in Europe among the Goniraunlstsj that they felt tie 
wore not helping at alio 

At the national oonventlon where thla report was used aa 
a guide, the te«c;ilp.g8 of Earl Broader, .who taught that 
COBununiam end Oapltsllam can cooperate over a long period of 
time and that eventually there could be a peaceful transition 
to Socialism, were thrown out and were replaced once again 
by the teachings of Harx, Lenin, Stalin and Engles. In the 
words of the opealcera at the national convention and later 
at district and branch meatinga of the Communist Partyt "We 
must again become the party of th& working olaaa, the party 
of abruggloo We must educate the workers to their oorreot 
role in this struggle and establish In the United States a 
dictatorship of the proletariat." 

I want to add hare that I attended the national convention, 
and there were many quaatlona raised aa to why Earl Browder 
was ousted from the Communist Party. Whether he was Just 
what we call in the United States a "fall" guy In the change 
in Party line, I don't know, but It was my definite Impreasloa 
from what I heard and observed that he was ousted beoaua© he 
advocated a peaceful transition to Socialism. And thla report 
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of Jacques Duclos required a change of personalities, and after 
the convention of 1945 the Coainiunlst Party line was to go back . 
to the teachings of Marx and Lenin, which advocated the violent 
overthrow of existing governments* 

BiTo CASE. This quotation, is that taken from an official 
document? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes. It is taken from the Party line. I 
turned over the official report to the FBI. 

Mr* CASE. Was it adopted at the national convention? 
Mr. CVETIC e It was adopted at the national convention* 
Mro CASEo How 7/as it expressed at the local or district 
meetings? 

Mr. CVETIC o At the Diatriot Committee meetings ^ and brought 
down to the branch meetings, it was expressed the same way. At 
one meeting Joe Godfrey and Dolly Uainor spoke on this change, 
and Roy Hudson. I could mention a lot of names. We did have 
meetings after the national convention. District Committee 
meetings are called to adopt by vote the resolutions of the 
national convention. I attended several such meetings. We 
voted to adopt tiie line of the national convention. 

Mto CASE. Was Duclos himself present at the national 
convention? 

Mrc CVBTICo No. 

Mrp CASE. What form did his report take? 

Mro CVETIC o At that time I was not too familiar with members 
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of the National Board, but the people who spoke at the meeting 
woiild present this line right from the speaker's platform in 
the convention. As a matter of fact, after the line was once 
adopted it was a question of either accepting the line or those 
who would not accept it were expelled from the Party, After 
that the Browder teachings v/ero referred to as Browderiam; and 
that term is used in the Party at this time to designate anyone 
who follows Browder 's teachings o 

Mr, CASE. Let the record show that the acting chairman was 
called to the telephone and that Mr-o Kearney will preside, 
(Mr. Case leaves a) 
ttTo TAVENNERo Ducloa was a member of the Communist Party 
in Prance? 

Mro GVETIC* That is correct. 

Mr, TAVENNERo Do you know whether he was actually considered 
as the mouthpiece of the Communist International? 
Mr* GVETIO* Yes, he waso 

Mr* TAVENNERo Do you know, or did you learn, what authority 
he nad to speak for the Communist International? 

Mr« CVETIC* Why, again, this is a subject that was never 
discussed at any meetings o His articles at that time were given 
prominence in the Sunday and Daily Worker, which is the official 
newspaper of the Communist Party here* These articles by 
Duclos, which appeared in the Sunday and Daily Worker, were used 
aa the basis of the discussion which resulted in the Party line 
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ctiangQc And the Party line cbange was to go back to the teach- 
inga of Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Engles. 

Ur. TAVENHER. So the s'Jggestions made by Duclos were carried 
o^at and bacanxe a part of the new Party line? 

Mr. CVETIG. They became the new Party line, that ia correct. 
Mr. TAVENHER. Could the Communist Party of the United 
Statea, after its 1945 convention, have followed any other line 
than that stated by Ducloa? 

Mro CVETIG, My answer to that would be that it could not, 
because anyono who did not accept this new line was expelled 
from the Party, There were expulsions of members about this 
time. Some of the leaders in Philadelphia were expelled because 
they would not accept the new line. I don't recall their names, 
but they are of record in the Sunday and Daily Worker. 

Mr. TAVEHlffiR. And X believe you stated Browder was expelled? 
Mr. CVETIG. That is correct, because he would not accept 

the new Party line. 

Mtc KEARNEY c Is Browder now a member of the Communist Party? 
Mr. CVETIG. NOo He was expelled from the Party because 
of his adherence to his own teachings, which were cooperating 
with Capitalism over a long period of time, and so on, 

Mr. TAVENIJER. Between the year 1943 and the time you 
attended the convention in 1945, were you under Instructions 
from the Party as to the theory and philosophy of the Communist 
teachings? 
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Mr. CVETICo Yes. A Coniniunist never stops receiving in- 
structions, either In classes or through ^^luust" reading. 

Mrp TAVRNNER. Is it mandatory that they receive such In- 
structions? 

Mr* CVETIC* Yes^v Communist Party members attend classes 
on various levels <> IPov example, classes are set up for 
functionaries, that is> for advanced members of the Communist 
Party; then there are classes for Communist Party members who 
are beginners and perhaps can't absorb the advanced theories; 
and we have even organized classes for Communist Party sympathizers, 
to try to get them into the Party. 

In other words, there were different classes in Marxiam, 
Leninism, and so on. The Communist Party also assigns to its 
members outstanding theoretical books of Marx, Lenin, and 
Stalen as "must" reading, guides for actiono 

Mtc TAVENNERo You speak of guides for action. That is 
distinguished from the reading of books for dogma or theory? 
Mro CVETICo Yes. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you say the books on the "must" list 
for study were intended as guides for action? 

Mr. CVETICt* Absolutely, yes. And the Party program is 
to take what you learn into your trade unions and educate the 
masses as to what the Communist Party says is the correct role 
to take* 

(Mr. Case returns*) 
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Mr. TAVEN!«ER- Who were the instructors in those various 
classes on the different levels? 

Mr. GVETXC. The most recent class X attended was for members 
of the executive coamittees of the section of which I was a 
member, and this was in January, February and March of 1949. 
T.his class was instructed by Bill Albertson, the district 
secretary of the Comm\inist Party. 

Mr. TAVKNNER. In the course of their teachings, how did 
they refer to the United States Govermient? 

Mr. CVETIC* Y/ell, I would like to draw here a comparison 
as to how they refer to the various governments o They would 
refer to the Soviet Union as a people's democracy o At the 
present time they would refer to the new Chinese Government as 
a people's democracy*, And in referring to the United States 
Government they would refer to it as an imperialist government 
III or Imperialist aggressor at the present time. 

In other words, our Government here, the United States 
Government, in the words of the Communist Party, is an imperialist 
government, so taught in classes, so used at Communist Party 
meetings o 

Mr. TaVENNERo Tell us in what manner, if at all, the 
membership of the Communist Party is taught that forceful 
overthrow of the Government is required in order to advance, 
ultimately, the principles of the Communist Party? 

Mro CVETIC. I will answer that question in this ways I 
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mentionod before that the Communist i?arty la very careful on the 
use of the words "violent overthrow of the Government" or 
"revolution." Our preaent stress Is to Infiltrate into steel, 
and so forth, with the Party Itne^ 

I mentioned before that all our practices are baaed on the 
teachings of Marx, Lenin and Stalin. In one of the classes I 
attended-and this is the class I mentioned before, held in 
January, February and March, 1949-1 was assigned by William 
Albertson, who is the district secretary of the Communist Party, 
to read the History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
to help me gain the correct theory and practice that we are to 

follow. 

Evidently in one of the classes I made a slip-up on theory, 
and Bill Albertson said I must read the Histoiy of the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union to correct it. Previously, too, 
that book was "must" reading, and It is one of the hooka used 
in the educational classes. 

I will read some excerpts from this book. On page 9 of 
the History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, under 
the caption "Dictatorship of the Proletariat and Violent Over- 
throw of the Existing Governments," I want to read the following J 
"Marx and Engles taught that it was Imposaible to 
get rid of the power of capital and to convert capitalist 
property Into public property by peaceful means and that 
the working class could achieve this only by revolutionary 
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violence against the bourgeoisie by a proletarian 
revolution by establishing ita oim political rule the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, which inuat crush the 
resistance of the exploiters and create a new classleas 
Coaununist society." 
This is right out of one of the books that is used as a text In 
the educational classes of the Cotamunist Party, and it is a 
direct quote from Marx and Engles, i^hos© teachings are at the 
present time being followed in the Conmuniat Party of the United 
States • 

ttr. CAbE* And that was a book given to you as part of the 
study in the classes you attended in 1949? 

MTo GYETICo That is absolutely true, yeso 

Mr. TAVENI'JERo And I believe you described it aa on the 

"must" list? 

Mr, GVETIC, That is correct. This book was given to me 
to read because I. made some mistakes in theory in the class, 
and Bill Albertson assigned this book to me to correct the 
mistakes I had been making in my theory o I read it, and this 
is one of the excerpts. This is the actual book that I got 
(holding up book); I kept it- 

Mr. CAi^E. And Bill Albertson was the instructor? 
Mr, GVETXG. He was the instruqtor at this claaa, yes» 
I would add here that the infiltration of trade vinlons by 
the Goramunlat Party is no accident. Further on in this same 
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book, on pat^e 9, ws have the basis for their interest in the 
trade unions', and I am quoting a^.ain right out of the book? . 
"But Marx and Engles taught that the industrial 
proletariat is the most revolutionary and therefore the 
most advanced class in Capitalist society, and that only 
a class like the proletariat could rally around itself 
all the forces discontented with Capitalis-n and lead them 
in the storming of Capitalism. But in order to vanquish 
the old world and create a new classless society the 
proletariat must have its otrn working class party which 
Marx and Engles call the Communist Party." 
We have always been taught in class that the trade union 
movement must be used as the base, and that is the reason why 
basic industries and the unions in the basic industries are 
the main concentration of the Communist Party, because in their 
teaching a thoy teach that unless they can gain control of the 
working class, they cannot have a revolution; that this is the 
base from which they must storm Capitalism, 

Mr. CASE. Where did you attend this class? 
Hro CVETIG. 440 Wood Street, on the third floor. This 
building has since been torn' down; they are building a new 
building there. 

Mr. CASE. In what city? 
Mr. CVETIC. Pittsburgh. 
Mr. TAVENHER. In the event of conflict between the Soviet 
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Union and this Qovernment, what would be the position of the 
Comnrunist Party of the United States and its members, aa far as 
you have learned from the teachings and discussions within the 

Party? 

Mr, CVETIGo Again, in answering this question I am going 
to answer It with the teachings of Marx and Lenin, which are 
the basis of the Communist Party line here. 

At the many Communist Party meetings which I have attended 
in the last seven years, I have heard the leaders of the 
Communist Party refer to the Soviet Union as a people's democracy ^ 
and to the United States as an imperialist government or an 
Imperialist aggresaoro 

I am mentioning this because when I read the next excerpt 
I would like the committee to pay particular attention to the 
term *' imperialist government*" 

I should like to read the following excerpt from pages 167- 
and 168 of the History of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, the Communist Bible of Theory and Practice. 

Before I read this I also want to state here that last year 
I attended a meeting in the Jewish Cultural Center, located at 
6328 Forbes Street in Pittsburgh, This meeting was called by 
the Communist Party in the district for the purpose of organizing 
the Sunday and Dally Viforker drive, Steve Nelson, who is the 
district organizer of the Communist Party in Western Pennsylvania* 
made a talk at this meeting, and he quoted this particular para- 
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graph right out of the History of the Communist Party In the 
Soviet union. There were ahout fifty people at this meeting. 
I also reported to the FBI that this particular excerpt was read 
by Steve Nelaoa at this meeting, which was either In January 
or February of 1949, I am going to quote, and this is right 

out of the book? 

"It was not to every kind of war that the Bolsheviks 
were opposed. They were only opposed to wars of conquest 
and iniperlelistio war. The Bolsheviks held that there 
were two kinds of war: (a) Just wars, ware that were 
not wars of conquest but wars of liberation waged to defend 
the people from foreign attack and from attempts to enslave 
them, or to liberate the people from capltaliatic slavery 
or, lastly, to liberate colonies and defend countries from 
the yoke of imperialism; (b) unjust wars,"-- 
that is, the other kind of wars-- 

"wars of conquest, waged to conquer and enslave foreign 
countries and foreign nations. Wars of the first kind 
the Bolsheviks supported." — 
that is, the Just wars that they referred to-- 

"As to wars of the second kind the Bolsheviks maintained 
that a resolute strugple must be waged against them to 
the point of revolution and the overthrow of one's own 
imperialist government." 
As a member of the Communist Party, I would take this to mean 
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x^h^t if I was a Coninainlst Party member In good standing and 
there was a war between the Soviet Union and the United States 
Government, which the Communist Party refers to here as an 
imperialist government, my Job ^ould be to irage a struggle against 
my own Government to the point of overthrowing It* 

Mr= KEARNEY. In other words, if there was a war between 
the Soviet Union and the United States of America, every 
Communist in good standing In the Communist Party trould support 
the Soviet Union in the war between our Government and the 
Soviet Union? 

Mr. GVETIC. Yes, The words are very clear to me. They 
refer to us as an imperialist government, 

Mr. KEARNEY, I Trould take that to mean, reading It for 
the first time, a support in every t?ay for the Soviet Union 
in its war with the United States? 

Mr. CVETICo I didn't understand you, Congressman. 
KTo KEARNEY. In other words, if there should be a conflict 
between the Soviet Union and our co\intry, the United States of 
America, every Communist In this country would do everything 
within his power, by any means, to support the Soviet Union 

in that war? 

Mr. GVETIC. That is correct. He would be bound by the 
teachings and advocacy of the Communist Party In the United 
Statesp as- It says here, to wage a struggle against his own gov- 
ernment, even to the point of a revolution and the overthrow of 
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his own "Imperiallat" governiaont. Ttio CoittTiunlst Party refers 
to the United States Government as an imperialist government. 
Mr. KEARNEY. Can you tell the coaimittee if there ^ould 
be any penalty attached to the individual Coimaunist if he did 
not support the Soviet Union in the event of conflict ? 

Btr. CVETIC. I will i;o back to the national convention of 
the Communist Party in 1945 when the Party line changed and' 
Browder was expelled from the Party. I feel quite certain that 
any criticism of the Soviet Union, even Juat criticism, would 
be sufficient to have a member expelled from the Party. 
Mr. KEARJfEY. Would that be the only penalty? 
Mr. CVETIC. Yv'ell, for example, the penalty for trhat I am 
doing here now, I read some of the newspaper reports out of 
Pittsburgh, and the Communist Party is referring to me in a lot 
of unglowing terms, 

Mr. KEARNEY. What do you mean by that? 
Mr. GVETIC. I am the victim of what Communista refer to 
as character assassination. They will dig up my past to print 
what they can in the Daily and Sunday Worker; and in the 
proverbial language I am a rat, a renegade, a traitor to the 
people, ant i -democratic, anti -labor, and so on. In other uor da, 
you become the victim of character assassination, 

Mr. CASE. What happens to your Party membership? 
Jlr. CVETIC. Well, I guess they will have a meeting one 
of these days— because I sat through some of these meetings— 
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and expel me. 

Hrc CAi^E. These thint;s you have been telling ua ar© being 
taught in Coaim-anist schools in the United States as of 1949? 

Mr. CVETICc Since 1945 o 

Mr, CASE. But this class you attended where they assigned 
this textbook' to you was in 1949? 

Mr« CVETIC. January, February and March 1949o There ar© 
other textbooks. I will go into that later. 

Mro TAVEmffiR. I would like to interrupt at this aomont^ 
EJTo Chairman, to refresh your recollection as to what was aald 
by Steve Kelson when he was before this committe© on June 8^ 
1949c This question was asked him by Mr^" Moxilders 

"Mr* Nelson^ in the event of war between the United 

States and Russia, to which covmtry would you owe your* 

allegiance and loyalty in such conflict?" 

• "MTo Nelson. I refuse to answer that questiont" 

Mro KEARNEY* Did Steve Kelson go by any other name? 

Mpo GVETIG. Yes. I answered that earlier. Steve Mesaroaho 
But in Pittsburgh since I have known him there he Ima used the 
name of Steve Nelson. 

Mr, TAVENl^R. You stated the title to one book which 
was assigned as '*tauat" reading in the education of a Comrmmist 
Party member o Are there other books? 

MTo CVETIC, Yes, and I will state here the names of the 
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main books aaslgnad as "roust^' reading for the Communist Party 
aembers. These books are alX used In class instructions on 
the theory and practice of Communism as textbooks: 
First, The Commimlst Manifesto o 
Second, State and Revolution* 

Third, History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 
Fourth, The Ten Classics of MarXo 
Fifth, The Foundations of Lenlnismo 

While there are many books which are used in Communiot 
Party instructions, in the classes which I have attended I have 
found these to be the main ones used to Indoctrinate Communist 
Party members in the United States* 

Mr, TAVENNERc Mr, Gvetio, are you acquainted with radio 
station WLOA in Braddock, Pennsylvania? 
Mr. CVETIG* Yes, I am. 

Mr, TAVENKER* Tell us what you know about that station 
in regard to the use of Communist propaganda in the last fe^ 
years* 

Mr, GVETIO c While I was a member of the Executive Committee 
of the American Slav Congress I met with Roy Hudson and George 
Wuchinlch at the YMCA in downtown Pittsburgh, and at Tambillnl's 
restaurant on Fourth Avenue, to discuss a radio program for 
the American Slav Congress of Western Pennsylvanlao At that 
time Roy Hudson was district organizer for the Communist Party* 
As a result of these meetings, we decided to initiate a 
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prograra In the name of the American Slav Congress of Western 
Pennsylvania at radio station KQV. However, radio station K^ 
rejected crir \^op;ra!ii, anjj after meeting Trith Calvin Brook, who 
is aleo a rnesaber of the ComirnLmist Party, we irer© able to obtain 
the facilities' of radio station WLOA in Braddock, because Calvin 
Brook had -srhat he said was a good contact out there and made the 
RrrengeTTientp. for us * 

Mr. TAVEHNKR. yihen you say "for us" what group are you 
referring to? 

Mr. GVETIG-. I a^n referring to the AmerlcEUi Slav Congress, 
but ' actup.lly the program was organized by the Communist Party. 
The people ^ho initiated the program were Roy Hudson, George 
Wuchinlch, and myself. We were all Communist Party members 
at the time, 

Mr. TAVENNER* Tell us what happened. 

M^- GVETIO. Mr. Matta having agreed to accept our program^ 
broadnast^ were immediately initiated in the name of Keep 
America Free, the pro^iram of the American Slav Congress of 
Western Pennsylvania, 

Vir. TAVENNERo The title was Keep America Free? 

Mr. CVETICa That was the title of the programo 

UVo TAVENNER* Free for the Communists? 

Mro GVETIC , It took us two hoUrs to work out the title* 

Mr* TaVKNNER, Proceed. 

ttro GVETIC. George Wuchlnloh was the master of ceremonies 
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of this broadcasto 

Mr. TAVENHERo What was the type of the usual program? 

Mr, GVETICo The program usually dealt with aotae political 
topic, and the treatment of the topic was usually discussed at 
axeetinga in the Aniepioan Slav Congress office or at the YMCA 
or at Tambilini's restaurant, with Roy Hudson, the district 
organizer of the Communist Party, i^hen he was there, and later 
with Steve Nelson T/hen he became the district organizer of the 
Gom-Tiunist Party, George llVuchinichp and myself • We would alt 
down and discuss the content of the program* 

Mr, TAVENNEH. In other words, just as in the case of the 
usual front organization, tiie policy and plana of this program 
were formed by the officers of the Communist Party? 

Mr. CVETIG. That is right • Steve Nelson would come in the 
office of the American Slav Congress and sometimes say, ''The 
weekly program this week will be this*" V/e always followed the 
Communist Party line. I have the scripts with me and will sub- 
mit them later to the committee* 

Mr. TAVENlflER. Was the script usually gone over by the 
officers of the Communist Party at these meetings? 

Mr. CVETIG • The scripts in most cases were prepared by 
George Wuchinich, and after he prepared them we woiild call a 
meeting of Roy Hudson, George Wuchinich and myself, when Roy 
was there, and when he was not there with Steve Nelson, and the 
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three of us would go over the scripts. 

Mr« TAVENNER, Do you know whether or not Mr, Matta, to 
whom you referred aa being in charge of radio station WLOAp 
I believe that is William &• Hatta, E* R. Matta, or George G« 
Matta, the directors and Incorporators of that radio station, 
are members of the Coasaunist Party? 

Mr, CVETIC, To the best of my knowledge they are not. 

Mr. TAVENHER, Do you have any knowledge of other programs 
broadcast over WLOA which were supervised by the Communist Party 
or a front organia;ation? 

Mr^ CVETIC. Yea, There was a Croatian program which was 
directed by the Croatian Commission of the Communist Party, 
Arthur Bartl being in charge o 

. There was a Ukranian program which was in charge of Mlk© 
Hanuaiak* 

Then there was a Polish program sponsored by the Gdynia 
American Lines and narrated by Paul Kluvo*, 

And there was a Slovak program narrated by Calvin Brook 
and Mike Dudasho 

All the men I have mentioned here as being in charge of 
these broadcasts are members of the Communist Party; that is, 
in the foregoing statement in answer to your question about the 
programs • 

Mro TAVENNER* Are all these programs handled in the same 
manner aa wore the programs of the American Slav Congress? 
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Mr. CVETIG* Yes* -ii® line taken Into these programs iras 
always discussed by the Nationality Coiamiaslon of the Communist 
Party or by the Communists at the Iianguai::e Press and then carried 
Into the program* 

Mro TAVENNER. Are these programs still being conducted over 
the air over this station? 

Mr* CYETICo The American Slav Congress program went off the 
air at the request of Bill Matta over six months agOo As to the 
others, some have cut down their time and we understand eora© 
have ceased broadcasting altogether, 

Mr» TAVENNER* How long, were these broadcasts usedp under 
this plan, by the American Slav Congress? 

Mr. CVETIC. The American Slav Congress used them for a 
period of eighty weeks or more. I made the final broadcast o 
I believe it was the eighty-first or eighty-second, something 
like that, 

Mr. CASE. The Chair will state thrit In view of the fact 
the House is meeting at noon, and there was pending business 
when the House adjourned early this morning which will be taken 
up immediately upon Its reconvening, the committee will suspend 
to meet again this afternoon. But before we suspend^ the Chair 
desires to ask a few questions* 

Do you know of any Communist Party activity In connection 
with the stoppage of coal production in the ootmtry at the present 
time? 



171 

Hr« CVETIC. I krww of aotae Comnmnlst activity, but not 
in connection with the act^ial ,Goal stoppage. 1 know of activities 
to carry the Party line into the coal fields, but not in connec- 
tion with the coal stoppage. 

In earlier testimony I stated that while the Comraunist 
Party is working in the coal fields, they haven^t made any 
progress with the United Mirxe Workers • Take, for example, in 
the present strike, I met with Bill Gordon, a Commixnist Party 
organizer, a week ago last Saturday, and he said the Communist 
Party has brought fifty youth leaders from New York to work in 
the coal fields, and they are going out there with the Sunday 
and Daily Worker, and they are collecting foodo 

Bill Gordon said: "You give the coal miner a can of foodo 
Then when you offer him a Daily or Sunday Worker, how can he 
turn it down?" So they use food as baito 

Mr. CASE* The statement has been made by members of 
Congress that they have heard of gangs operating to prevent 
the return to work of miners who desire to return to worko 
Do you know of such activity promoted as a Gommuniat activity? 

Mro GVETXG* I do not* I don't even know their entire 
activity, but Bill Gordon, a Communist Party member, did tell 
oie 50 members of the Labor Youth League were sent from New 
York to operate in the coal fields. ' 

Mr. KEARNEY. I would suggest, Mr, Chairman, I don^t know 
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how long this pending bill T?ill take, but I would suggest 
we recess lontil a tentative time of three o'clock, and If 
it becomes necessary to adjourn we can get In touch with 
counsel c 

Mrp CASEo That is a good suggestiono 

It might be stated that a copy of this testimony 
relating to GonL-nunlst radio broadcasts will be sent to the 
Federal Communi cat ions Commission for its attentlono 

The comnaittee stands recessed until three o'clock this 
af ternoon« 

(Thereupon, at tv^elve o'clock noon, a recess was 
taken imtll 3;;00 p<,m« of the same dayo) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 

{Tlae aubcommlttea reconvened at 3;00 pem,. Representatives 
Francis E. ?/alter (presiding). Burr Po Harrison (arriving as 
indicated), and Bernard W* Kearney being presento) 

MTo WALTER • Mr. Cvetic, you have been sworn* 

You may proceed* 

TESTIMONY OP MATTHEW CVETIC (resumed) 

MTo TAVENNERo Mr. Cvetic, will you tell the committee 
whether or not you are familiar with the current' Communist Party 
line? 

Mro CVETIC. Yes, I am. The current Communist Party line-- 
and this was the line before I left Pittsburgh last Friday— 
was to build a united front, as a Communiat would say, from 
down below^ This is done by going into the mass organizations, 
going into the steel mills, and carrying the Communist Party 
line into these organizations on any issue in which the 
Communist Party has an interest, either the peace issue, which 
they are working on now, or some other issue o For example, 
if there was a wage dispute, to get down to the rank and fil© 
with part of our program* 

In many Communist Party meetings which I attended it was 
brought out we should not try to think in terms of having the 
people accept our whole program, but if we can work with the 
people in the mills and in the shops and meet with them on any 
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issuo, we should do thiso 

In a Coniniunlst Party meeting when we talk of a united front 
tre mean it might be a fight for one iasue— a fight for a Negro; 
a fight against a trolley increase; and ao on— but to be careful 
not to try to bring our entire Party line to these people or 
they may not accept it. 

Mro KEARHEY. May I ask a question apropos at this time? 
Mr* V/ALTER. Yes. 

Mr. KP^ARNEY. You have testified to methods by which the 
Communist Party disseminates the Party line among the rank and 
fileo Will you tell the committee who determines the so-called 
twists and turns of this line, and where it originates? 

Mr* CVETIGo I have previously testified that in Party 
meetings we never talk about Communism just in one word*, We 
always refer to international communismo In other words, when 
we have these educational classes and have discussions, w© never 
talk about Communismo We talk about international Coramunism* 
In other words, the struggle is for international Communism, to 
Gommunlsie the world* 

In addition to these theoretical books of Mai*x, Lenin, 
Stalin, and so on, we are furnished with the Sunday and Daily 
Worker, which is available to us, and which is the official 
organ of the Communist Party here. And for the advanced and 
functionary members of the Communist Party we are furnished a 
weekly bulletin which is the official document of the Cominform, 
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and which comss out of the Eastern European countries. TMe is 
also furnished to tns advanced members of the Conaixanlst Party so 
that they can take the line down to the members on the lo^er 
level* 

ttr* KEARNEYo Txiat line originates outside the confines of 
the United States? 

Mr. GVETIC. Yes, The bulletin we got is the official 
document of the Cominform, 

Mr 5 KEARHEYo Where does it come from? 

I£r. CVETIC* Prom Bucharest, I think. It is made available 
to us weekly* 

Mro KEARNEY c In other words, the American Communist not 
only follows the Party line all the way down the line, but 
takes orders from Bucharest or somewhere else outside the 
confines of the United States? 

Mr, GVETICo Yes, Our orders come from the Kremlin, from 
the Cominform* I mentioned before the secretary of the French 
Communist Party who was instrumental in bringing about the 
Communist Party line change at the national convention of the 
Communist Party in 1945. 

Mr, Chairman, I would like to add that this bulletin is 
also on the "must" reading list for f vmctionaries and advanoed 
Party members o 

Mr. TAVENNER. What is the title of this bulletin? 
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Mr. CVETICc All I know is tJtiat it la the official document 
of the Comiaforca* I have submitted copies to the FBI. The 
doouEuent the GongreGsmau is looking at seems to be one of themo 

MTc TAVENI^TERp I hand you a paper and ask if this is the 
type of bulletin you are referring to? 

Mr. CVETICc This is the '^Organ of the Information Bureau 
of the Communist and V^orkers' Parties," and this Is the bulletin 
I refer tOc 

Mrp TAVENNER, I desire to offer that bulletin in evidence 
and ask that it be marked Cvetic Exhibit 1. 

(The document above referred to, marked Cvetic Exhibit 1, 

is filed in connection with this records) 

MTo TAVENNER. Mr» Cvetic, are you acquainted with an 

individual by the name of Steven Loyen? 

1 
^ir. CVETIC • Yes, I am acquainted or have been acquainted 

with Steven Loyen<, 

Mr» TAVENNER. V^hat is the nature of your acquaintanceship 
with this individual? 

Mr. CVETIC. After I Joined the Coramuniat Party I met Steve 
Loyen at many meetings of the Nationality Commission of the 
Communist Party* When he was in Pittsbxirgh he was to a large 
measure responsible for the Communist Party organizational work 
in the Croatian movements Steve since then has gone back to 
Yugoslavia. 



177 

MPo TAVENNER. Vi'hat work did he do in connection with the 
Croatian Praternal Union? 

Mr# CVETIC. In connection with the Croatian Fraternal 
Union, he helped to direct the work in the Croatian Council. 
He also helped to direct the work in the American Committee for 
Yugoslav Relief and the United Committee of South Slavic 
Americans* And he was also employed by Narodni Glasnik, which 
is located at 1916 East Street, 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you know an Individiial hy the name of 
John Bronich? 

»r, CVETIC. Y3B, I do. 

Mr. TAVENfffiRo Y^hat is the nature of your acquaintanceship 
with him? 

Mro CVETIC. I met John Bronich at Communist Party meetings. 
Nationality Commission meetings o At the present timo^ as I 
understand it, he is with the Croatian Fraternal Uniono 

Mro TAVENNER. You have identified Mary Stuarak as a member 
of the Communist Party who is employed at the Narodni Glasnlk, 
Do you know her husband, Mark Sumrak? 

Mr. CVETIC* Yes, I doo 

Mr* TAVENNER. V/hat is the natiore of your acquaintanceship 
with him? 

Mro CVETIC While I have never had too much contact with 
Mark Sumrak, I have seen him at Communist Party meetings. 
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Wr. TAVEWflSR. I^o you know au individual by the name of 

Peter Margetich? 

Mro CVETIG. Yea, I know Peter Margetich very well. 

(Mr» Harrison arrives. ) 
Mr, TAVENNER. Tell us about your acquaintanceship with 
himo 

Mro CVETIC. Peter Margetich is from Qlevelandp Ohloo 
My acquaintance with Peter Margetich has been as a result of 
attending Nationality Conacaisslon meetings in Cleveland, Ohio, 
and in Pittsburgh. Prom my contacts with him it was indicated 
that he is one of the most responsible Communist Party members 
in Cleveland, Ohio, in the Slav Commission, and when I eay Slav 
Commission, he usually carries on organizational work for the 
Croatian, Serbian, and Slovene Commissi one in Cleveland* 

Mr, TAVENNER. Has there ever been an occasion when you 
were requested to obtain Information from Government agency 
sources for use by the Communist Party? 

Mr* OVETIG* V/ell, I can recollect at least one occasion 
when Roy Hudson, who was then district organizer for the 
Gommxinlst Party«and this was while I was eniployed at the 
United States Employment Servlce--Roy Hudson asked me to oome 
to his office one day, and he asked me to secure from the 
files of the United States Employment Service information 
relative to the number of employees working in industry In 
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Western Pennaylvania. The inforciatlon he requested ho wanted 
broken doTem into the various coapanies and various industries > 
steel and so on. 

In answer to Rpy Hudson^ a request, befoi^e I fxirnished him 
with any inforaiation I contacted the office of the FBI and told 
them what he wanted axe to do« They told me to go ahead and 
see what I could find, and before I turned it over to Roy Hudson 
to check with theai* 

I went to the United States Employment Service, removed 
the Information froia the files that Roy Hudson wanted me to gotj 
I checked it with the agent of the FBI with whom I was working; 
we manipulated some of the figures; then I turned them over to 
Roy Hudson. Y/hat ha did with the figures after I turned them 
over to him, I don''t know, 

Mr. TAVENNER. When did that occur? 

Mr* CVETIG. He came to Pittsburgh as the district organizer 
after tne national convention of 1945, and this was six months 
or so after I mat him In Pittsburgho I would say It was the 
latter part of 1945 or first part of 1946 ♦ I filed a report on 
Itp and cleared with the FBI before I turned the papers over to 
Roy Hudson* 

Mr. TAVENNER. Have you been requested by any official of 
the Communist Party, or any group of . officials ^ to gain access 
to any particular records of Communist front organizations? 
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Mr. CVETIC. You nxean recently? 

Mr. TAVENI^Ro Yes, recently. 

Mr. GVKTIG • I always had access to soma documents of 
Cocaraunist front urganlzatlona , The taost recent request I had 
came from Willlara Albertaon, district secretary of the Communist 
Party, and tM& request came through Mllo Mamulac We had some 
records of the Civil Rights Congreys, the American Slav Congressp 
and Progressive Party records in the office at 943 Liberty 

Avenue o 

MTo TAVKNI^ilH* Vihen you say "we" to whom do you refer? 

Mr. CVETIC* Vihen I say "we" I mean the members instru- 
mental in working in these front organizations, Milo Mamula, 
George Wuchinich, and myself o 

I was told that I should remove these records so that the 
FBI oouldn^t come pick them upo 

Mr, TAVENMi'IH. You say that request came from Albertson? 

Mr. CVETICo Yeso 

Mr. TAVENNER. Through-- 

Mr. CVETICo Milo Mamula* 

Mr* TAVENNER. How do you know the request came from 
Albertson through Mamula? 

Mr. CVETIC. Mamula said that Albertson said to get those 
records the hell out of there before the FBI or some investi- 
gator picked them up© 

Mr, TAVENNER. When did that conversation occur? 
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Mr. GVETIC* That has occurred probably four or five times 
in the last few weeks, I said: ^hy don^t you take them out 
aad burn them?" They wanted me to destroy them so that the 
records would not be available to investigators. 

Hro TAVENNER. Did you follow the directions and take those 

papers out? 

Mr. CVETICo After Mamula insisted so much that I take 
them out and destroy them, I finally took them out, and I have 
about eighty po-uads of them which I brought hereo 

Mr. TAVENNER. The committee Issued a subpena for you to 
produce them? 

Mr. CVETIC. That is right, and here they are (indicating 

two large suitcases )• 

Mro TAVENNER. Will you open them? 
Mr, CVETIC. Yes. 

(Witness opens suitcases.) 
Mr. GAbEt What do these documents relate to? 
Mro CVETIC. They relate to Communist front orgfiuiizatlons 
like the American Slav Congress, Civil Rights Congress, and the 
work of some of our members in the Progressive Party » The 
instructions to remove these documents came from the district 
secretary of the Commvmist Party, 

Mr. WALTER. Who was that, again? 

Mr. CVETIC. William Albertson* 

Mr. GAiiE. I notice there are what appear to be bank state- 
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laents and check stubs? 

Mro CVETIC. Yos. I was asked to destroy all this. 

MTo CASE. Also several books which might bo minute books? 

Mr. CVEl'IC. Yes, minute books, records of campaigns that 

vrere conducted. 

Mr. CASE. Polders containing letters? 

Mr. CVETIC. Yes, and credentials, scripts of radio broad- 
casts about which I have testified here» and so forth, 

Mr. TAVENNER. You have identified these documents trhleh 
you have brought here 'onder subpena as records of what organi- 
zations? 

Mr. CVETIC. The Civil Rights Congress; the American Slav 
Congress of Western Pennsylvania; and when I mentioned Pro- 
gressive Party records, they are the work of the American Slav 
Congress in the Progressive Party. 

Mr. TAVENNER. How did you select these particular documents 

to remove? 

Mro CVETIC. You see, wo closed the American Slav Congreas 
office, and all the records were then kept at 943 Liberty 
Avenue, and at 943 Liberty Avenue there is a travel bureau con- 
ducted by Milo Mamula, and the rear of the room is used by 
the Communist Party for meetings and educational work. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Was the office of the American Slav Congress 
closed after the report made by this committee last year? 

Mr. CVETIC. That is right. We closed it after that report, 
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Mr* TAVENnER. Hr^ phalrman, the staff has not had an 
opportunity to check these records or to analyze theai. We 
desire to do that and probably to recall this witness from 
tlaie to time In aiatters relating to these records. 

Uv. WALTER I think they should be carefully exanxined and 
put in a safe place, but we will retain the records here 
for the tinie being. 

MTo GA£>E. You were directed to take these? 

Hr» CVETIC* Yes, I was directed to remove them, Th© 
reason was, there was a travel bureau there, and the Communist 
Party conducted educational and other meetings there, and I 
was told to remove these records o 

Mr, CASE- And the person who directed you to take 
them had authority to do that? 

Mr, GVETIC* When we talk about authority, it is in tho 
f^-rm of directives, and when William Albertson sent instruc- 
tions to remove them, it was a directive* 

Mr* Case* He was custodian of them and told you to 
remove them? 

Mr, CVETIC. No, Milo Mamula was the custodian » and 
Albertson sent word through Mamula to remove them. Actually, 
I tried my boat to keep from removing them, but they forced 
me, so I took them, 

Mro TAVENNER. Mr. Cvetlc, is there anything else you 
would like to add to the testimony you have given here? 



184 

Mr. CVETICo I would like to say this, that after seven 
years' membership in the Coru-^iunlst Party, attending clasees, 
Party tteotiatsa, I think I can state with good authority that 
the Corumuniat Party ^s only interest in the trade union movement, 
in maas organizations, in church organizations p in veteran 
organizations, is to utilize them in their aim to 'overthrow the 
United iitatea Govornmentc 

I knoTT that the average American, like the people all over 

the world, are interested in peace, as we all are; however^ the 

phony peace drives organized by the Communist Party in the 

United States are organized for the sole purpose of disarming 

the majority of the American people in order to make it easier 

* 
for them to bring Communism to America e 

At a meeting which I attended recently, and that was aboiut 
three months ago > of the North Side Section Committee, Bill 
Alberteon, district secretary of the Communist Party of Western 
Pennsylvania, in asking Bill Gordon and John Vidmar to visit 
a couple clergymen in West Side Pittsburgh for the ptirpose of ' 
organizing a peace front, said to Bill Gordon and John Vidmar j 
"You don't have to tell the clergymen you contact to induce 
them to front for a peace organization what our real ainis and 
program arec" They are interested in organizing a peace drive, 
but we are told to keep our real aims from the people ♦ 

Mr, CASE, Who said that? 

Mro GVETIG. William Albertson, district secretary • 
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Mr. CASE. To whom did he say it? 

MPo CVETIC* 'There were six of us at the meeting. I was at 
the meeting. These were instructions to Bill Gordon, an 
organizer for the Communist Party, and John Vidmarp who is now 
section secretary of the North Side Section of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. CASE. Did you bear Albertson say that? 
Mr a CVETIC, I was at the meeting when he said it. This 
was at 943 Liberty Avenue* 

Mr. CASEo And when was that? 

Mr. GVETIG. Tnat was two or three months ago. It was one 
of the last North Side Section Committee meetings that I 
attends do 

Mr. TAVENNER. Have you anything further you wish to say? 
Mr. CVETIG. If there are no questions I would like to 
make a closing statement. 
Mro WALTER. Proceed. 

Mr. GVETIG o Now that I have made my story public, I expect 
to be the victim of what is known as Communist character 
assassination, which is the standard Communist Party procedure 
when one renounces his Communist Party affiliations* I have 
sat at meetings and heard Communist Party leaders and members 
refer to the House Un-American Activities Committee, to the 
FBI> to J. Edgar Hoover, and to any official of the Government 
or citiaen who actively fights Communism, in the most vicious 
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and derogatory terms they had at their disposal o 

I came down hero because I believe the best interests of 
the Acaericau people can bo served by exposing Coramunista through 
such coranlittoea aa the House Un-American Activities Committee, 
ao that the American people can understand that it is a real 
menace to our country, 

I have been asked the question whether I think the Communist 
Party should be outlawedo My answer to such a question is this? 
That it is very difficult to outlaw a name. It is very simple 
to change a name from Communism to Stalinism, to Molotovism, 
or some other such "ism"» 

What I feel Congress should do in legislating in this 
particular instance is to outlaw the activity itself, and not 
the namco I will, before I leave the committee, leave what I 
consider effective legislative proposals, based on ray nine - 
years * experience * 

I believe the best fight against Communism is for Labor, 
Management, Agriculture, and Government to cooperate in a common 
effort for the common and continued welfare of America* Of 
course all people are interested in peace, but I think we can 
best assure peace to our nation and to the world by making 
certain that our rights and privileges as exist today are not 
destroyed as they would be xinder a Commiinist dictatorship. 

Mro WALTER o Mr. Cvetlc, in behalf of the Committee on 
TJn-Amerlcan Activities, I wish to thank you for yoT;ir testimony 
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during the past three days. In your own quiet and mothodiceil 
way you have given us a clear insight into the conspiratorial 
depths of the Cocuounlst Party, You have shown us how they 
operate by stealth and evasion through false front organlza^ 
tions particularly aaong the foreign born Slavic groups of 
our population^ 

You h8.ve described from your ovrn first-hand knowledge 
how the Goiazriuniats operate in the trade unions of Pittsburgh, 
masking their subversive aiois behind a pretense of friendliness 
to labor^ 

You have revealed for the benefit of the people of 
Pittsburgh, those who actually pull the strings of the Gommunist 
conspiracy in that great cityc For the people of the United 
States you have sketched a pattern of activities which holds 
true for other cities. 

We cannot -be oblivious of the remarkable, courage you have 
displayed* You have given the American people an outstanding 
example of personal bravery which we cannot but appreciate. 
We congi^atulate you on your contribution to the wofk of the 
Gommittee on Un-Ameriean Activities and assure you that the 
testimony you have given here will serve aa a significant 
chapter in the effort to enlighten the American people as to 
the true natvire of tae Gommunist conspiracy o 
The meeting is adjourned. 

(Thereupon, at 5:35 p.m. on Thursday, February 23, 1950, 
an adjournment was taken*) 



